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Prepared for the City of North Olmsted by the Urban Design Center of Northeast Ohio
city of north olmsted

The Crocker/Stearns Corridor project is one 
of great importance to the City of North 
Olmsted. This new corridor will serve as a 
prime connector between I-90 and I-480. The 
new corridor will generate a much higher flow 
of traffic than is currently experienced in the 
city. This increased visibility could allow the 
City of North Olmsted to rethink and redevelop 
the areas adjacent to this new corridor. This 
project is an illustration of some of the 
possibilities that exist along this new corridor 
and how the benefit of its construction could be 
maximized. 

The Southern section of Stearns Road could 
potentially support a wide range of uses based 
on its proximity to I-480. These uses could 
include various types of office spaces, or even a 
hotel.

CROCKER / STEARNS CORRIDOR

potential land-use

The long lots along Stearns Road could 
facilitate a wide strip of common recreational 
land behind any new redevelopment. This 
recreational space could include landscape areas 
and an extension of the existing bike path.

green space

At the northernmost portion of the soundwall, a 
connection into Bradley Woods could be planned 
at the location of the existing Northpark Drive. 
This new connection would make the amenity of 
the park available to more residents while also 
requiring a traffic signal and crosswalk on the 
corridor. This connection would allow access 
into Bradley Woods, but could be configured to 
prevent motorists from using Bradley Woods as a 
cut-through route. This intersection would slow 
down traffic along the corridor and make it safer 
for both drivers and pedestrians.

connection into bradley woods

The sound walls will be installed as part of the corridor construction. The 
issue at hand is how to mitigate the negative impacts of this wall. The wall 
will be placed approximately 14’ from the curb of the new road. This distance 
will include both a sidewalk and a small tree lawn. Emphasis should be placed on 
both masking the appearance of wall and creating a more comfortable environment 
for pedestrians. To address both conditions, vegetation is the most pragmatic 
solution. This vegetation could include climbing plants to help mask the wall and 
reduce sound and trees between the street and the sidewalk.

sound wall treatment

project overview

The increase in traffic at the Lorain/Stearns intersection offers incentive for 
the redevelopment or reconsideration of its appearance. The key property at the 
intersection is the existing shopping center. Two options were developed for 
dealing with this property.  
Option 1
The shopping center could be renovated with façade improvements and a small 
addition at the western end of the complex. This addition could include a 
community-oriented use, such as a restaurant or coffee shop with outdoor seating 
and public space at the end of the proposed bike trail.  
Option 2
Another option for this property is the complete reconstruction and reconfiguration 
of the shopping center. The new development would address the corner in a more 
pedestrian friendly way and define the character of the intersection. The new 
complex should be at least two stories tall, to allow for a mix of uses, with 
parking behind. This configuration could also allow for the development of more 
housing along Stearns and an outdoor cafe/coffee shop area.

lorain/stearns intersection

SOUND WALL ELEVATION- OPTION 1

Stearns Road could support a wide range of 
housing options along its length. It is 
important that residents who wish to stay, have 
the option to do so. Other areas could contain 
higher density, multi-family units with combined 
parking and access drives. The northernmost 
portion of Stearns could accommodate the highest 
density housing or even a senior living facility 
based on its proximity to retail and public 
transportation.

housing
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SOUND WALL ELEVATION- OPTION 2
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