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North Olmsted Noel
 North Olmsted
 City Council
♥	 Zergott Landscaping
♥	 Boy Scout Troop 664

Happy Birthday, Rec Center!

Summer in the City
Community Picnic
     
  Kiwanis Club  
  of North Olmsted

Homecoming

Bicentennial Arts Showcase
 

♥	 North Olmsted Parks & Recreation
♥	 Horizon Education Centers

Bicentennial Boom!

♥	 North Olmsted Republican Club
♥	 Stephen Musser, DPM
♥	 Ed Garrity
♥	 Boy Scout Troop 664 
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ePromos  
full color rectangular acrylic custom keychains   
sku 10004820
2.06 x 1.25” finished size
1.75x1” artwork

I♥North Olmsted keychains
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Can you imagine this? It’s 1909. John 
D. Rockefeller is the richest man in the 
United States--probably in the world. And 
one day he stops by your home to give you 
an anniversary gift. And you’re just left 
speechless. That’s exactly what happened 
to North Olmsted residents Willard and 
Maria Stearns on AUGUST 17, 1909. Both 
things--the visit from Rockefeller, and 
the left-speechless-thing. Willard, son of 
our first settler, David Johnson Stearns, 
married Maria Stevens on August 18, 
1844. Sixty-five years later, they and their 

family were preparing for a very special wedding anniversary celebration, when, 
the day before the event, a fancy automobile stopped in front of their farmhouse 
on Lorain Road, just west of today’s Stearns Road, and out stepped the richest 
man in the world. Rockefeller handed the couple a thermos bottle and congratu-
lated them, saying that he had never before heard of a couple married 65 years. 
Willard and Maria didn’t know what to say. Literally. Willard later said he felt 
bad that he hadn’t even welcomed Rockefeller into his home. Willard and Maria 
lived to celebrate four more anniversaries before she died in 1913 at age 86, just 
eleven months short of what would have been their 70th wedding anniversary. 
Willard died the following year, at age 91.
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