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Introduction
The City of North Olmsted sought an efficient
review of the existing surveys of historic structures
within the Butternut Historic District (designated so
by the North Olmsted City Landmarks Commission.)
Partially funded through the Certified Local
Government grants program, support was garnered
from the Ohio Historic Preservation Office (OHPO).
Chambers, Murphy & Burge Restoration Architects
(CMB) was selected to conduct the survey based
upon the Secretary of the Interior (National Park
Service) qualifications for Architecture and History.
The survey report was directed by the Secretary’s
Guidelines for Archeology and Historic Preservation.
Motivation for this project came from the adoption
of the City’s first Historic Preservation Plan in 2009.

The document was the culmination of a
strategic planning process undertaken to define
the community’s historic resources and create
the framework for the preservation of these
resources.
The Historic Preservation Plan
addressed
the
fundamental
questions
associated with any planning process. What
historic resources are in the City’s inventory?
What are the City’s expectations with regard to
these structures? How will the City move
forward? Four main goals were identified as
the foundation of the Plan and have become
central to the City’s historic preservation
efforts. This project addresses the goal (#3) of
documentation: to organize and maintain
historical information and improve public
access.

1926 High School Building
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Acknowledging two previous Butternut Ridge
surveys, one shortly after the country’s bicentennial
and the other in the mid 1980’s, CMB was charged
with reviewing the work completed up to that time,
updating the information, and entering the revised
Ohio Historic Inventory (OHI) forms into the digital
data base, I‐Form, administered by the Ohio Historic
Preservation Office. The City provided a list of
addresses along Butternut Ridge Road and 45 OHI
forms completed for properties in North Olmsted
and along Butternut Ridge Road as a result of the
previous surveys. An outline of the existing local
district is shown on the Historic District Boundary
map.
As part of this project, 39 of these 45 properties
were re‐evaluated and the information from the
corresponding OHI was updated and entered into
the OHPO database in digital and searchable
format. Three properties were outside of the
Butternut District Area and therefore not included
in this study, two previously inventoried structures
had been demolished, and 13 additional properties
were inventoried to a combined total of 52 updated
or newly created inventories within the locally
designated Butternut Historic District. No other
properties in this district have been addressed for
the Ohio Historic Inventory to date.
As expected, many changes had occurred in the
district since the original inventory was completed.
While the local district boundaries remain, the
changes outlined within this report will affect future
Historic Preservation decisions. Research on history
and context, evaluation, photographs, and
professional judgment combine as a basis on which
to recommend future historic preservation and
landmark designation efforts to the Landmarks
Commission. The City wants to know: “Can a
National Register Historic District be recommended
here?”

Butternut Historic District
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Research & Survey Methodology
BUTTERNUT HISTORIC DISTRICT SURVEY

The engaged consultants Chambers, Murphy &
Burge Restoration Architects (CMB) have an
understanding of the nature of the required
research, writing, and reporting for the project.
This background document and resulting
recommendations continue to act as a guide for
the Butternut Historic District toward the
stewardship, not only of the architecture of the
community, but also of its history. The survey
report provides recommendations for best
administering the historic resources within the
survey area. The history and context sections of
the report provide support for further North
Olmsted
Landmarks
designations
and
considerations for National Register of Historic
Places
nominations,
the
Landmarks
Commission’s anticipated next endeavor.
While the written goals were concise and
direct, an initial meeting with the City and
representatives of the Landmarks Commission
revealed that the previously unstated goals
included expansion of the current district,
inclusion of several individual properties, and
the intention to move toward a National
Register of Historic Places District. Results of
this meeting, then, were to schedule a “history
and information gathering session” with the
public welcome.
When goals are diverse and data covers a wide
spectrum, a simple methodology is not only
useful but indispensable. Chambers, Murphy &
Burge explored several options and initiated
research with an open mind. In this case,
research began with gleaning existing
information from several sources (some easily
obtainable,
some
obscure),
acquiring
information from existing inventory forms, and
pouring over any readily available information
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provided to the Team. With this information
digested, the missing pieces became more
apparent. Missing was the connection between
the initial geological formation, then use, of
Butternut Ridge and the subsequent
development. How are the two contexts
connected?
In order to develop this project, the Team
defined the current known relationships
between the historic structures, their social and
cultural environments, and their specific
geography. Starting fresh on this, the Survey
Team and the City outlined the geographic
boundaries, commencing with the boundary of
the local district, and began to ask the specific
questions outlined in the Methodology. The
results of this inquiry should have an impact on
the current geographic boundaries. Research,
observation from site visits, changes to the
properties, and the Secretary of the Interior’s
Guidelines, all inform the boundaries of the
locally designated district and the decisions
that will be made by the Landmarks
Commission on the future designations.
The following Methodology was reviewed and
accepted by the OHPO prior to the surveying.
Questions that arose, both practical and
philosophical, from the Methodology or from
the actions indicated therein are addressed in
the Summary of Results. In some cases, the
Methodology itself was altered to better refine
the direction of study.
OBJECTIVES OF IDENTIFICATION ACTIVITIES
Identify the concept, time period and
geographical limits for the historic context.
1. Ascertain the reason for the Butternut
Historic Districts.
2. Ascertain the beginning and end of the
District period of significance.
3. Ascertain the initial boundaries for the
survey.

Butternut Historic District
The initial parameters for the survey were

garnered in two early meetings. The first
meeting with the City Landmarks Commission
representatives and the City Planning
Department
introduced
the
current
understanding of the Butternut Historic District
and introduced existing City documents for the
district. The second meeting, with historical
society advocates and archivist for the
Frostville Museum, defined the available
primary and secondary research within the
control of the City and City advocates.
Chambers, Murphy & Burge used the accepted
parameters as starting points with the research
to be conducted. Evidence and research
supported this information or supported
changes to the definitive parameters. With the
readily available research identified, the
consultants found the holes in the information
and sought other sources for remedy.

CMB and members of the historical society researching
existing documents.

METHODS TO BE USED TO OBTAIN INFORMATION
Identify further information needs
1. Create Bibliography/List of Sources
2. Identify additional locations for
accurate information: primary and
secondary research.
3. Duplicate historical photographs and
maps as necessary to support survey.
The Team gathered existing information in any
available form—inventory forms, planning maps,
tax records, atlases, newspapers, technical reports,
periodicals, and books on architecture, archeology,
sociology and culture. The Team gathered
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information in the form of oral histories, histories of
organizations, and from historical societies,
foundations, libraries, and archives. In assessing
the data, the Team was discerning.
Is the
information provided all from a single source, or
biased by a single source? Is there enough
information to shape preliminary contexts?
Chambers, Murphy & Burge presented to the
Landmarks Commission the initial results of these
tasks as well as an outline of what is required to
meet the National Park Service guidelines for listing
in the National Register of Historic Places. As part
of an explanation of the process, CMB addressed
how to handle conflicting information with proper
research. CMB discussed the National Register of
Historic Places and the intent of the Survey for the
Butternut Local Historic District. The City and CMB
suggested to the residents and advocates that
historic photos in their possession may be beneficial
to the survey. In this way, property owners may be
invited to take an active part in the survey. The
research and results, however, would be in control
of the professionals.
FIELD SURVEY TECHNIQUES
Define property types.
1. Visual inspections of addresses within
the recognized boundaries.
2. Photographs of structures taken with
OHI intent (21 November 2011)
3. Notes on conditions, materials, setting,
and construction taken with OHI intent.
In order to maintain this essential information
within manageable components, the property types
were catalogued if they could be related to the
theme of the historical context. The field survey
portion of the report documented the visual survey
within the established geographical boundaries.
CMB had a photography and documentation crew
walk the district to review the residences that had
been previously recorded on OHI forms. The
photographic survey was completed by two CMB
team members, Ashley Cramer and Michael
Sanbury who are both listed with OHPO for their
NPS credentials. The crew took the complete list of
addresses in the study area that was provided by

the City and assessed (on a spread sheet) the
likelihood of contribution to a district by prioritizing
the OHI forms and leaving the City with a list of the
next OHI forms to be completed because this study
was unlikely to cover them all. Specific attention
was paid to residences that have surfaced in the
research portions of this project, even if the
property was simply called to the Team’s attention
by the owner. It would be essential to understand if
the properties are extant and if they retain
integrity.
Photography was scheduled for the last part of
October or the first week of November. Because
this district is blessed with many trees, it is
important to take pictures when the leaves are on
the ground. The leaves did not fall until mid‐
November, extending the process. Photographs
were taken on November 21, 2011.
There are very few non‐residential properties within
the initial definition of the Butternut Historic
District. Non‐residential properties were addressed
in direct relationship to their fit with the historic
context and period of significance. Integrity is an
issue with the commercial properties at the west
end of the study area. There appears to be only
one extant property and it is so altered that is, to
most people, unrecognizable as an historic
structure. The Summary and Recommendations
sections will address this further.
Generally, local patterns of property type and
current conditions of the properties are other
factors that may affect how the property types are
defined. Does the specific type add or detract from
its surroundings? Is that condition different than
when it was first built? What is typical for this
specific area?
ARCHIVAL RESEARCH
Synthesize information to update current
OHI forms and add new properties (OHI
forms)
1. Archival research will identify specific
buildings for inclusion
2. Research will support the boundaries,
period of significance, and historic
11
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context
3. Research will provide information not
previously known about Butternut
District.
Visual surveys note that similar types of buildings or
their appearance, their materials, size and shape
are clustered in specific areas. It may be interesting
to note that trends are detrimental to a portion of
the area. Have any cultural values manifested
through this process?
Because the Butternut Ridge (a geological
formation) appears to have had an influence on the
settlements in this area, archival research included
the natural formations of the area as well as the
man‐made. These natural elements were expected
to more clearly define how and why the area was
settled and provide information on the specific
period of development.
Archival research included the November 1850
Charles Whittlesey article from the American
Journal of Science and Arts “On the Natural
Terraces and Ridges of the Country Bordering Lake
Erie” where the Butternut Ridge is identified by
name. Several more known resources within the
Western Reserve served as well.
EXPECTED RESULTS
Survey Report includes new OHI forms and
next steps for the District
1. Existing OHI forms will be updated and
entered as “I” forms
2. New OHI forms for selected properties
will be filed as “I” forms
3. Methodology and historic context will
be added to the OHI forms as a final
survey report.
In searching for patterns of development questions
arose.
Questions included how to draft a
connection between the Butternut Ridge travel
route and the development of residential stock a
century later. The Team began to draw conclusions
and to understand that the physical evidence is not
strong enough to support the theme, or to support
the labels. Here, it is necessary to discern the gaps

Butternut Historic District
in the available information. If the remaining
ingredients present themselves with ease, these
gaps can be filled within this initial process. If not,
then this report must include guidelines for the
subsequent reports or research.
A final public presentation was made to the
Landmarks Commission to discuss the National
Register criteria. The meeting was poorly attended,
except for the Commission itself. Input was
allowable at this meeting. If new information or
critique is relevant to the final report, its inclusion
may be adjudged.
The City provided existing base maps (in AutoCAD
format,) studies, and other available information to
assist the architects with map preparation
especially for research and the final report. Maps
delineate the potential extension of the local
district as the research and field work can support
the same. Ideally, the Survey Report includes a
framework to assess properties that have not yet
been reviewed. Then, this dynamic document
continues to serve the historical contexts herein
defined.

Butternut Historic District

Historical Context
BUTTERNUT RIDGE ROAD AND
THE CITY OF NORTH OLMSTED
Butternut Ridge Road is located in present day City
of North Olmsted, Olmsted Township, Cuyahoga
County, Ohio. The road runs in a northwesterly
direction, from Columbia Road at the east end to
Lorain Road at the west end. Columbia Road is a
generally winding road following the route of the
adjacent Rocky River. Lorain Road runs on diagonal
route northeast to southwest. To the north of
Butternut Ridge Road is Brookpark Road, a busy
commercial district running primarily east to west.
To the south are quiet residential streets, and the
Springvale Golf Course. The nearest major road to
the south is Cook Road, also running east to west.
Bisecting the area is interstate I‐480. Butternut
Ridge Road crosses over I‐480.
Named Lenox Township in 1823, Township 6, Range
15 was surveyed as part of the Connecticut Western
Reserve beginning in 1796. After the Treaty of
Greenville in 1795 secured the area for settlement,
the entire Western Reserve was surveyed for sale to
investors by the Connecticut Land Company. One
of the largest shareholders of this parcel was Aaron
Olmsted, who died without seeing the property. His
holdings included much of the northern portion of
the township. His heirs sold parcels of the land to
settlers and in 1829 offered the township a 500
volume library in exchange for renaming the
township Olmsted. The Oxcart Library, named for
its means of transportation west, became the first
free lending library in the Western Reserve.
Butternut Ridge Road was developed from a Native
American trail forming a route from the Rocky River
leading westward. Butternut Ridge, known by that
name as early as 1850, is one of a series of
geological ridge formations in northern Ohio
created by prehistoric lakes. These prehistoric lakes
formed as the result of retreating glaciers. As
millennia passed, the forms of the lakes changed
several times, leaving the ridges formed along the
former shorelines. The “ridges” are a unique
feature that has been studied by geologists from
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the time of the earliest surveys, to the present day.
The sandy geological ridges provided a dry path
through the swampy land left by the lakes. Native
Americans first established trails along these
formations. Early settlers also took advantage of
the higher ground of the ridges. They established
homesteads in the area, and improved the trails to
roadways.
Like Butternut Ridge Road, nearby
Murray Ridge, Center Ridge and Middle Ridge Roads
are examples of modern‐day roads that were
originally built on the ridges.
After the sales of the Western Reserve land were
completed, settlement was delayed by the War of
1812. In 1816, a year after arriving from Vermont,
the first permanent settler in the township, David
Johnson Stearns, widened the ancient trail that
became Butternut Ridge Road, with the help of a
neighboring settler, James Greer. Early settlers
established farmsteads on Butternut Ridge, Lorain,
and Mastick Roads.
The earliest settlers to the area came from New
England, most were of English or Scotch‐Irish
descent.
Congregationalists,
Universalists,
Methodists, and Presbyterians were the earliest
Churches formed in the area. Gristmills and
sawmills were constructed near the Rocky River.
The later part of the nineteenth century saw the
arrival of German, Irish and Bohemian immigrants.
These groups formed additional Protestant and
Catholic congregations. Farming was the dominant
occupation into the 20th century.

Butternut Historic District
The interurban railway was established in 1895 and
connected North Olmsted to neighboring
communities such as Elyria and Oberlin as well as
Public Square in downtown Cleveland. The railway
paralleled Lorain Road, with a stop at Lorain and
Butternut Ridge Road. The interurban connected
the township with larger markets for products and
meant a greater variety of employment
opportunities. The Village of North Olmsted was
established in 1909, incorporating the northern
portion of the township.
The agricultural economy of North Olmsted grew
during World War I. However, prices for agricultural
products fell during the 1920’s, followed by the
Great Depression of the 1930’s. Speculation to
develop some of the area farmland into housing
subdivisions during the 1920’s fell to the economic
downturn in the 1930’s.
After World War II, the Village again saw
development into a more suburban form of land
use. Easy access via highway to the City of
Cleveland and other neighboring communities led
to interest in North Olmsted for a suburban
lifestyle. The development of nearby Cleveland
Hopkins International Airport also added to
development pressure. Soon farms gave way to
suburban style housing subdivisions and shopping
centers. North Olmsted became a City in 1951.
Butternut Ridge Road Development

Railroads arrived in the center of the township in
1853. The railway passed through the Village of
Olmsted Falls, near the center of the township.
Olmsted Falls saw considerable growth as a result.
Meanwhile the northern portion of the township,
what is now the City of North Olmsted, remained
somewhat behind.

The area of study includes only a portion of the
original Butternut Ridge Road. Currently, Butternut
Ridge Road and the parallel district end at Lorain
Road at the heavily altered commercial area. What
once was Butternut Ridge continued southwest
along the line of Lorain Road westward into Lorain
County. The portion of the road covered by the
study was widened from a Native American trail in
the early part of the 19th century.

The North Olmsted area saw little change during
the Civil War. The residents were active as in most
Ohio communities in the anti‐slavery movement.
Enlistments for the township exceeded quotas.
Local cemeteries hold the graves of more than
eighty men that served in the Civil War.

Because the road follows a geological feature, it
crosses over several lots that were the surveyed
subdivision of the township. The boundaries of the
lots as surveyed were a response to the existing
features of the ridge and trail. While a typical lot is
square or rectangular and laid out on a regular
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north‐south and east‐west grid, lots intersected by
Butternut Ridge became irregular. For example, lot
20 is a triangle. The farmsteads that were further
subdivided from the lots also follow the north‐south
lines of the survey and are set at angles to the road
rather than perpendicular to it. Future subdivisions
would vary from this initial order and result in a
variety of parcel shapes.

five houses and the school on the south side of the
road, and twelve structures on the north side. The
area continues to be primarily farmland. Several
property owners hold land on both sides of the
road. These later farmhouses were built in the
Italianate and Eastlake Styles. Examples include the
George Biddulph House (1875) at 25896, and the
house at 26944 (c.1880).

The Cuyahoga County map of 1858 (See Section 8,
Maps and Images) shows only four structures on
the south side of the road and eleven on the north
side. On the south side, a school house is indicated
near the Lorain Road intersection.
At the
intersection is the Universalist Church. Another
early feature is the Butternut Ridge Cemetery.
According to local history, a squatter named Issac
Scales had a home on this parcel. When he died in
1821, he was buried behind his house with a
boulder for a marker. Charles Olmsted reclaimed
the land and in 1835 deeded it over to the
Township for use as a cemetery.

After the introduction of the interurban in 1895,
new houses were built. The earliest were built in
the Queen Anne style followed by the Bungalow or
Craftsman style. These are the first suburban forms
to be built for the increasing commuter population.
Examples include the George Yesberger House
(1907) at 26561, and the bungalow at 26766
(c.1900‐1910).

Among the earliest extant structures in the study
area is the Romp House (1847) at 25226, the
Stearns‐Rice House (1847) at 27304, and the
Watrous Usher House (1835) at 25746. Although
these properties have been altered over 150 years
of service, they are largely recognizable as Greek
Revival structures. They represent the type of
structure built by early settlers, which were later
modified and expanded.
Township maps of 1874 and 1892 show only a few
more structures, seventeen structures in 1874 and
nineteen structures in 1892. The 1874 map shows

In 1920, a large subdivision plat was filed for a
parcel near the interurban stop at the intersection
of Lorain Road. Included were plats of new cross
streets Burns, Porter, and Decker. This subdivision
was developed by the North Olmsted Improvement
Company. The subdivision was slow to develop; a
1927 atlas shows only a few houses had been
constructed on Burns, Porter, and Decker Streets by
that date. The 1920’s development ostensibly
failed. The lots were not populated with houses for
almost two decades. This subdivision had not been
addressed by previous inventories and perhaps its
importance to the development of the city has been
overlooked.
Near the intersection of Dover Center Road is
This structure was
Butternut Ridge School.
constructed around 1920. The first school on this
site was constructed around 1852, followed by a
larger brick structure built in 1883. The 1920
structure replaced the later brick building. A newer
high school occupies a very large site not on
Butternut, but on an adjacent lot behind the historic
school building.
In 1923, Fred Biddulph and his wife Clara began
construction of the Springvale Ballroom on the
farmstead that his family had held since 1840. By
1928 they had added a five‐hole golf course. The
ballroom reached its height of popularity in the
1930’s and 1940’s. Eventually the golf course was
15
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expanded to a full eighteen holes. The property
was purchased by the City of North Olmsted in 1994
and is one of the oldest continually operating
ballrooms in the state. (Ballroom and golf course
are not located in the current study area.)
Towards the middle of the 20th century, the
housing types were smaller, typically one and a half
stories. The styles were typically Neo‐Colonial or
late Tudor revival. Examples include 25783 (1958)
and 25800 (1940).

25783 Butternut Ridge Rd.

25800 Butternut Ridge Rd.
In the latter half of the 20th century the farmsteads
continued to be subdivided. Most lots were split
into a number of small parcels, one or two retained
larger lots. Most of the surveyed properties on
Butternut Ridge consist of lots ranging from three
quarters of an acre to five acres. While commercial
and residential growth continued in the City, not
much was added to the Butternut District after
1960.
The most significant change to the survey area was
the introduction of interstate I‐480. Construction of
the interstate began in the 1970’s. The Interstate
passes under Butternut Ridge Road and diagonally
bisects the Butternut Ridge area with the cemetery
and Columbia Road to the east. While the traffic
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pattern is not altered along Butternut, the visual
continuity is disturbed and communication between
the two, now disparate portions of Butternut is
diminished. Also at the east end of the study area,
changes have been made to the portion of
Columbia Road where it intersects with Great
Northern Boulevard. The changes to Butternut
Ridge Road are controlled and minor, but the
adjacent areas of the intersection are open wide,
have been clear cut of vegetation, and have become
part of the freeway and commercial intersection
that is one half mile away.
Today, Butternut Ridge Road retains its residential
character. An untrained eye may see very little
difference between Butternut Ridge Road in the
1980’s and as it is seen today. The character,
density, vegetation, and even the traffic pattern
have not changed much over the past two decades.
Integrity denigration over the years may not be
obvious to the casual observer. Although it is near
commercial development on both Brookpark and
Lorain Roads, it is buffered by deep lots with
mature trees. The variety of housing styles found
on Butternut Ridge Road is a cross‐section of styles
ranging from early nineteenth century Greek
Revival to mid‐twentieth century Tudor Revival.
This variety is evidence of development by single
home owners building one house at a time.
Although there has been some larger scale
development, the majority of the early farmsteads
were divided or sold a few parcels at a time. Each
time the new homeowner built in the current style.
This increased the diversity of styles that are found
on Butternut Ridge Road, adding to its unique
character.

Butternut Historic District

Summary of Results
While recommendations are presented in a further
section of this report, the Summary of Results is
essential to understand the parameters established
for the survey and the reasoning behind the same.
This section reviews the results of research,
observation, and analysis, reserving the prospects,
conclusions, and professional judgment for the final
article.
The initial meeting with the City and the Landmarks
Commission representative demonstrated a wide
range of expectations, tied more to individual
experiences than to specific knowledge or goals
outlined by processed thought. Agreeing to hear
the spectrum of ideas, CMB arranged a second and
more open meeting. This meeting took place at the
History Center after the City made a public
announcement inviting citizens to learn about the
project and to share stories and photographs in an
open forum.
On a Saturday morning in early October, Lauren
Pinney Burge, AIA and Elizabeth Corbin Murphy,
FAIA, first, explained the project and, second,
combed through the archives while listening to
North Olmsted architects, historians, homeowners,
and local authors describe their ideas in regard to
the City’s Historic Preservation approach.
In
attendance were owners of several locally
significant homes on Butternut and outside of the
district. The conclusion, because of the consistency
of thought, was that the first area of priority must
be that defined as the Butternut Ridge Local Historic
District.
To determine the boundaries of the area of study,
the historic extent of Butternut was considered.
Following Butternut both east and west to logical
stopping points at other trails and ridges, the
discussion then turned to the modern reality of
historic integrity. The purpose of the study was to
determine historic integrity, but the group felt that
Lorain Road, the portion of Butternut that had
turned southwest, was visibly and irrevocably
altered.
Having drawn that conclusion, the
Butternut study area should stop at the commercial
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end of the local district, near the intersection of
Lorain Road and Butternut.
Specifically addressing commercial properties
within the study area, visual evidence was such that
the historic school buildings remaining on Butternut
have a very high degree of integrity. Conversely,
the remaining historic properties at the Lorain‐
Butternut intersection have a very low degree of
integrity. The group felt, and the City agreed, that
the time would be better spent on the residential
properties that actually needed study to determine
their level of integrity. There are no commercial
properties on the east end of Butternut Ridge Road.
Drive‐by, visual surveys had been conducted three
different times by members of the CMB survey
team. Photographs of each house within the study
area were taken. Of the inventory forms previously
filed, several properties had been labeled
“ineligible”, the status of which may change with
current consideration. It, therefore, seemed in the
best interest of the District to start this work with a
review of the 1970’s and 1985 inventories.
The Butternut Ridge Road Survey resulted in the
completion of 39 revised Ohio Historic Inventory
(OHI) forms and 13 new OHI forms. The purpose of
revising the original 39 forms was to address any
significant alterations to the homes or property
from the original date of recordation and for
reconsideration of their eligibility (positively or
negatively.) The date of construction for the
recorded homes range from late 1840’s to the late
1950’s; this in result is a collection of many different
architectural styles, types and forms. Aside from
the school buildings that were recorded previously,
the majority of the properties are residences in
Italianate, Eastlake, Queen Anne, Neocolonial,
Bungalow, Craftsman, and Tudor Styles. The 13
new properties were selected from the
photographic survey as properties with a high level
of integrity. The Cuyahoga County listing of
construction dates confirmed that the additions to
the inventory were within the period of study.
A 1985 draft National Register of Historic Places
(NRHP) nomination for Butternut Historic District
discusses the formation of the road by the
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geological ridge that was left by the southern
shores of the prehistoric salt sea that once covered
the north. The Native Americans used this ridge as
a trail to their settlements to the west. The trail
became a road which was later used for a place for
farming. The draft nomination also states that the
north side of the ridge has fertile soil that was once
ocean and became great farmland. The south side
of the ridge has clay soil. Review of historic maps
show that people owned and farmed land on both
sides of the ridge trail, calling this discussion to
question.
The road has developed through the years
showcasing structures that vary from mid 19th
century homes to mid 20th century homes; the
structures and property lots vary in shapes, styles
and sizes. On this road you can see the transition in
architectural styles through the years and how
homes have evolved.
Development of the
Butternut Ridge over the last 150 years has a
distinctly different pattern than the origin of the
ridge trail. The pattern of land survey is carefully
overlaid on the original trail, as is the pattern of
farmland to residential growth, creating a unique
and colorful story.
Responding directly to the questions in the
Methodology,
the
following
information
summarizes the results of the survey. The next
section of this report summarizes the individual OHI
forms. Recommendations for action are outlined in
the subsequent section.
Identify the concept, time period and
geographical limits for the historic context.
Initially, the basis for declaring Butternut Ridge as
an Historic District was stated to be the
development of the ridge as a distinct path used by
Native Americans and later by farmers and land
owners who moved west from the Connecticut
Western Reserve. This survey bolstered the initial
thoughts, raising questions, however, on the
specific information available about the geographic
formation of the ridge and the origin of the trail
itself. It is easy to see the pattern of growth across
the Butternut Ridge as unique in comparison to the
development of the rest of the area. The residential
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quality of the Burns‐Porter‐Decker area is mid‐
century (20th) and consistent.
The rampant
commercial growth in the areas adjacent to
Butternut Ridge Road, both planned and
unplanned, is all built at an automobile and highway
scale. The range of ages of Butternut properties is
great, the styles vary, and the atmosphere of the
residential setting is apparent.
When identifying the period of significance, tying a
time frame to the historical concept and historical
context is essential. This survey reviewed the
previously recorded inventories for structures that
range in date from the 1830’s to the 1930’s. The
additional inventories ranged from 1922 to 1958.
The inventories provide documentation to cover
this broad span of years. When evaluating this
research and documentation, a judgment must be
made as to the strength of the physical evidence
relating the significance of the structures to the
context and history of the area.
The geographical limits for the study area were
determined by the stated limits of the local
historical district. In this case, the limits were the
north and south side of Butternut Ridge Road from
its intersection with Lorain Road east to its terminus
at Columbia Road. The actual boundary drawn had
excluded several properties for which there was no
documented reason. Several of these properties
were included in the observation portion of this
survey in order to ascertain their importance in the
context. It was from these that the new inventories
were taken.
Identify further information needs.
A bibliography and list of sources is included in this
survey. This list includes sources to verify work
completed and sources to introduce new questions.
Much of the information is self published. Primary
sources included County records for verification of
section and plat numbers for instance. The City of
North Olmsted provided mapping of the current
information. Historical maps and photographs
came from the sources listed as available in the
archives at the Frostville Museum.
Some questions introduced through this process

were answered the same day. For instance, if a
reference was made to a particular historic home or
a particular person, the opportunity was taken
immediately to follow with more searching. Often
the lead took us to a demolished property or a
property in the next township. Questions arose
relating land transactions that could lead the team
to trace a significant property. Folklore provided
stories about the cemetery property, but until
evidence was located, folklore remained as hearsay.
The exchange of questions and the search for
answers provided the survey team an opportunity
to instruct those present with regard to historical
evidence. It is important to understand how to
trace information from folklore to fact—what can
be used and what must be set aside.
Define property types.
In defining property types, CMB conducted visual
inspections of the addresses within the declared
survey boundaries. Photographs of the structures
were taken on November 21, 2011 during the
second set of visual surveys with the intent of
including the photographs on the Ohio Historic
Inventory forms. (The City notified property owners
that this process would take place on November 21,
2011.)
Notes on the materials, setting, and construction of
each structure surveyed were taken with the intent
of documentation with OHI forms.
Important,
here, was to note the original materials (for
instance original siding was clapboard) and the
materials that had changed over time (for instance,
the siding material is now vinyl.) The roof forms
and window configurations were noted, as were
any additions. It is not always easy to determine
the changes that take place over time. Knowledge
of the styles and building types typical in Northeast
Ohio and specific to North Olmsted is helpful, as is
an understanding of historical construction
methods.
The information gathered in the visual surveys,
materials, form, style, changes to the structures,
was culled to be included in the standardized
inventory form available digitally through the Ohio
19

(c) Chambers Murphy & Burge 2012
Historic Preservation Office. “Drop down” menus
sometimes limited the description choices available
to the architects as they completed the forms. The
inventories do include building form, stylistic
influences, site notes, frontage, foundation
material, and building use.
The OHI forms in this survey were limited to the
residential properties along Butternut Ridge Road.
The commercial buildings are few and are located,
primarily, outside of the survey area or at the Lorain
Road intersection where the integrity of the historic
district has been compromised.
Synthesize information to update current
OHI forms and add new properties (OHI forms).
At the Frostville Museum on October 1, 2011,
principals from Chambers, Murphy & Burge met
with interested parties to gather available archival
information.
Research was shared by amateur
historians as well as seasoned authors in order to
bring as much information forward as possible in an
open forum. Specific properties were highlighted
in the discussions, as well as maps, historic photos,
and books containing evidence for consideration. In
the discussions, the decisions to limit the survey to
the Butternut Historic District (local area) were
reinforced. While there are other opportunities in
North Olmsted, no one particular property, or any
group of properties could be tied to Butternut Ridge
either historically or geographically.
A previously written draft NRHP nomination would
allow CMB to compare evidence found in outside
sources to help review the theories on formation of
the ridge. Maps of the Township and trails, a not‐
yet‐completed study of the local cemeteries, and
many family photographs set the context for the
local historic district. This session served to
galvanize the ends of the district, even as other
properties outside the district were discussed.
Through this process, names and addresses of
historic properties were obtained for the OHI forms
and consideration given to new properties. By the
end of this successful session, information began to
repeat. Clearly any new information, beyond that
reviewed by this studious group, would be found
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outside of this archive.
County records and histories written through the
Encyclopedia of Cleveland History program (a joint
venture between Case Western Reserve University
and the Western Reserve Historical Society)
bolstered the research from North Olmsted. The
County Engineers were able to provide the Lot and
Tract numbers as well.
Survey Report includes new OHI forms and
next steps for the District.
To address expected results, the Ohio Historic
Inventory forms from 1976 through 1985
addressing properties in the area defined by the
current (Local) Butternut Historic district were
entered into the electronic format now available at
the Ohio Historic Preservation Office. It should be
noted that when this original information was
entered, it was combined with the results of the
visual observations taken in the field.
The
electronic forms for the properties previously
inventoried, therefore, have the benefits of
observations spanned over 30 years. Typically a
revised form contains information about the
current condition of the property, a snapshot of the
property as it is at the time of observation. These
combination forms were entered to provide easily
accessible data for the City of North Olmsted.
Newly selected properties, 13 in total, were
selected from within the area of study defined from
the visual surveys and photographic survey as
properties with physical integrity. Review shows
that several of the properties were actually outside
the specific definition of current (Local) Butternut
Historic District. The properties can be considered
with the total information available during the
“recommendations” phase of this survey report.
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List of Surveyed Properties
The following properties are a combination of two
lists, revised OHI listings and new OHI listings for
properties not previously addressed. The majority
of the revised forms were originally recorded in
1985 with a few having been recorded earlier.
These properties were re‐recorded to document
any noteworthy changes to the property or home.
The new OHI properties were selected on the basis
of its property or structure retaining the greater
part of its original architectural features and form.
Each property and structure inventoried on
Butternut Ridge Road was observed and recorded.
The residences that have not been significantly
altered could contribute to the (Local) Butternut
Historic District or to a future district. Even if no
action is taken, Butternut Ridge Road has become
part of the Ohio Historic Inventory data base. In the
study area along Butternut Ridge Road, including
the intersections of Lorain and Columbia Roads,
there are 135 structures. Seven of these structures
are non‐residential. Not all of these structures are
included in the local historical district. The I‐forms
added to the OHPO data base included 52
residential structures. The structure is noted if the
Survey Team opined its possible eligibility for
individually listing in the National Register of
Historic Places.
REVISED OHIO HISTORIC INVENTORY FORMS

CUY 01729‐14
25896 Butternut Ridge Road
1875 Italianate style farmhouse that retains its
original form and some architectural details. This
property could be considered for individual listing in
the National Register of Historic Places.
CUY 01732‐14
27351 Butternut Ridge School
1920’s Renaissance Revival Style High (Middle)
School with Romanesque eclectic characteristics.
This property could be considered for individual
listing in the National Register of Historic Places.
CUY 01735‐14
27501 Butternut Ridge Road
1830’s Upright & Wing farmhouse that has lost
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many of its original features but still retains its
architectural form.

Butternut Historic District

CUY 02536‐14

25912 Butternut Ridge Road
This Bungalow style home has been well maintained
since its original construction date of c. 1910.

CUY 01737‐14

26944 Butternut Ridge Road
1880’s Eastlake farmhouse that retains many of its
original features and is one of the only Eastlake
style homes on Butternut Ridge Road.

CUY 01901‐14
26031 Butternut Ridge Road
Greek Revival house originally built c. 1835 with
additions in 1935 is unique to Butternut Ridge Road.
This property could be considered for individual
listing in the National Register of Historic Places.

CUY 02537‐14

25976 Butternut Ridge Road
1900 Bungalow style home that was one of the first
of this style on the road.

CUY 02538‐14
26010 Butternut Ridge Road
Two and one half storey Queen Anne home is
representative of the style of homes being
constructed c 1905 on Butternut Ridge Road.
CUY 02539‐14

25226 Butternut Ridge Road
CUY 02528‐14
1847 Greek Revival home that has undergone many
alterations over the years.

26355 Butternut Ridge Road
1905 Queen Anne home that has been updated
throughout the years and is identical to other
homes on the street.

CUY 02529‐14

CUY 02540‐14

25266 Butternut Ridge Road
1912 one and one half storey Bungalow style home
that has been altered over the years.

26432 Butternut Ridge Road
1918 Bungalow style home that still holds some of
its original architectural features such as exposed
roof rafters and brackets.

CUY 02530‐14
25314 Butternut Ridge Road
One story 1920’s Bungalow style home that is
distinctive in style to Butternut Ridge Road.

CUY 02541‐14

CUY 02531‐14
25325 Butternut Ridge Road
1918 Bungalow that is one of a pair of homes
nearby.
CUY 02532‐14

25343 Butternut Ridge Road
1913 Bungalow style home that is the second of a
pair of homes on Butternut Ridge Road.

CUY 02533‐14

25346 Butternut Ridge Road
1916 Bungalow style home that retains many of its
original features and has been well maintained
throughout the years.

CUY 02534‐14
25746 Butternut Ridge Road
Two storey 1835 home that is unique in style but
has been significantly altered with Neocolonial
additions by 1940.
CUY 02535‐14

25747 Butternut Ridge Road
This vernacular home is thought to have originally
been a barn then adapted into a home.

26487 Butternut Ridge Road
1880 Queen Anne home that still holds much of its
original form and is identical to other homes on the
street.

CUY 02542‐14 26548/26550 Butternut Ridge Road
1914 Colonial Revival home that is one of the
largest and most elaborate on the road.

CUY 02543‐14

26561 Butternut Ridge Road
1907 Queen Anne home where many of the original
features have been removed but is still one of the
finest examples of Queen Anne in North Olmsted.

CUY 02544‐14

26580 Butternut Ridge Road
This is a 1914 Bungalow style home and is one of
only a few brick bungalow style homes on the road.

CUY 02545‐14

26621 Butternut Ridge Road
One and one half storey 1920’s Bungalow style
home.

CUY 02546‐14

26640 Butternut Ridge Road
One and one half storey 1913 Bungalow style home
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that retains many of its original features.
CUY 02547‐14
26670 Butternut Ridge Road
1920’s Bungalow style home that is unique in style
with a second floor porch.

CUY 02548‐14

26706 Butternut Ridge Road
1912 Queen Anne style home; the original portion
of the home was identical to other homes on the
street but a wing made the home unique.

CUY 02549‐14

26747 Butternut Ridge Road
1900 Queen Anne style home that retains many of
its original characteristics.

CUY 02550‐14

26766 Butternut Ridge Road
Craftsman style home c.1900 that is unique since it
is one of few brick Bungalow homes on the road.

CUY 02551‐14

26780 Butternut Ridge Road
One and one half storey 1890’s Upright & Wing
home that once started as a simple farmhouse has
been altered throughout the years.

CUY 02552‐14

26863 Butternut Ridge Road
This two storey Queen Anne style home is one of
the earlier homes on the street. Built in 1873, it
retains its form but lost its original architectural
features.

CUY 02553‐14

26902 Butternut Ridge Road
Two storey 1891 Queen Anne home that still retains
many of its original architectural features and form.

CUY 02554‐14

27040 Butternut Ridge Road
One and one half storey Greek Revival home that
has mid 20th century additions that have altered its
original form.

CUY 02555‐14

27082 Butternut Ridge Road
1920 Craftsman style home and the only home on
Butternut Ridge Road with stucco.

CUY 02556‐14

27132 Butternut Ridge Road
This is an 1876 Colonial Revival home that retains its
form but has lost many of the architectural features
over the years.

CUY 02557‐14
27137 Butternut Ridge Road
An 1875 Italianate home that retains its form, it was
remodeled at the turn of the century. This property
could be considered for individual listing in the
National Register of Historic Places.
CUY 02558‐14

27150 Butternut Ridge Road
1917 Vernacular home that was a unique style to be
built at that time on Butternut Ridge Road.

CUY 02559‐14

27191 Butternut Ridge Road
1915 one and one half storey home that has been
altered through the years but still retains its form.

CUY 02560‐14

27304 Butternut Ridge Road
1847 Green Revival home is one of the oldest
homes on the street.

CUY 02563‐14

27615 Butternut Ridge Road
1875 Vernacular home that has been altered
through the years but still retains many of its
original features.
NEW OHIO HISTORIC INVENTORY FORMS

CUY 09576‐14

25273 Butternut Ridge Road
This is a 1933 Bungalow style home that is unique
to this street.

CUY 09577‐14

25316 Butternut Ridge Road
1925 one and one half storey Bungalow style home
that has retained many of its original features and
form.

CUY 09578‐14

25717 Butternut Ridge Road
This home is a one and one half storey Tudor style
home that is in excellent condition.

CUY 09579‐14

25783 Butternut Ridge Road
A 1958 Tudor style home, this home shows the
transition in Tudor style on the road.

CUY 09580‐14

25800 Butternut Ridge Road
This 1940 Tudor style home has been well
maintained through the years and is a great
example of the Tudor homes being constructed at
the time.
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CUY 09581‐14

25897 Butternut Ridge Road
One and one half storey, 1947 Tudor Revival style
home that has been well maintained throughout
the years.

CUY 09582‐14

26030 Butternut Ridge Road
This Tudor house was built in 1941 and showcases
the movement in styles on the street.

CUY 09583‐14
26405 Butternut Ridge Road
This is a 1928 Bungalow style home that has
retained its form throughout the years.
CUY 09584‐14

26512 Butternut Ridge Road
This 1920’s one and one half storey home shows a
style that was commonly built in the area during
that time.

CUY 09585‐14

26610 Butternut Ridge Road
One and one half storey Craftsman style home that
retains many of its original features.

CUY 09586‐14

26840 Butternut Ridge Road
This home is a one and one half storey Craftsman
style structure built in 1927.

CUY 09587‐14

26970 Butternut Ridge Road
One and one half storey Bungalow home was built
in 1928 and shows the style of homes being built at
that time.

CUY 09588‐14

27170 Butternut Ridge Road
1928 American Foursquare home is a unique style
on this particular street.
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Recommendations for Action
The primary goal of this project was to add the
(Local) Butternut Historic District to the OHPO data
base to facilitate access to the North Olmsted
information. Another goal of this survey was to
address the possibility of nominating the Butternut
Historic District to the National Register of Historic
Places. To do that, the history and significance of
the district must be researched, evaluated, and
compared to the National Register criteria outlined
by the National Park Service and the Secretary of
the Interior. The State Historic Preservation Offices
throughout this country facilitate the process.
There are four Criterion (commonly referred to as
Criterion A, B, C, or D) by which the research and
evaluation are assessed. According to National Park
Service Guidelines for the National Register
Program (information that is available on the Ohio
Historic Preservation Office website), significance in
American history, architecture, archaeology,
engineering, and culture is present in districts, sites,
buildings, structures, and objects that possess
integrity of location, design, setting materials,
workmanship, feeling, and association are
embodied in the individual or district listings
according to the following criteria:
Criterion A:
Districts, sites, buildings, structures,
and objects that are associated with events that
have made a significant contribution to the broad
patterns of our history.
Criterion B:
Districts, sites, buildings, structures,
and objects that are associated with the lives of
persons significant in our past.
Criterion C:
Districts, sites, buildings, structures,
and objects that embody the distinctive
characteristics of a type, period, or method of
construction; or that represent the work of a
master; or that possess high artistic values, or that
represent a significant and distinguishable entity
whose components may lack individual distinction.
Criterion D:
Districts, sites, buildings, structures,
and objects that yield or may be likely to yield,

25

(c) Chambers Murphy & Burge 2012
information important in prehistory or history.
Readily, for this specific case, Criteria B and D can
be eliminated. The Butternut Ridge district does
not claim to be the birthplace or residence of a
national figure; nor does any research or physical
evidence to date suggest that there may be
archaeological resources of value located here. The
Ohio Archaeological Inventory was not reviewed. If
it was determined at any time in the future, that
pre‐history
should
be
considered,
this
archaeological review is essential. While neither of
these possibilities is entirely unattainable, no
evidence to date came from this survey.
The City of North Olmsted and the Landmarks
Commission would then concentrate on the two
remaining Criteria for NR consideration – A (broad
patterns
of
history)
and
C
(artistic
value/architecture.) Why would the area be
significant? It is not necessary to justify two
criteria; evidence must be provided for only one.
Because it is good to keep options open, this report
will address the two possibilities.
After first establishing historic significance, to
support listing under any criteria, the nomination
must give evidence of integrity within the individual
structure or district being nominated. For instance,
if one were to nominate a structure that claims to
be George Washington’s birthplace, but its
appearance been altered so drastically that is
unrecognizable as a home where George
Washington could have been born (for instance, it
has been adaptively used for a gas station), then the
lack of integrity would render the building ineligible
for listing in the National Register regardless of the
importance of President Washington.
The nomination must also provide a definitive
period of significance that would parallel its
remarkable history. The structures that were built
within that time period would be considered
“contributing structures” to the district if they also
met the integrity factor and were within the stated
boundaries of the district.
The period of
significance for the (Local) Butternut Historic
District is 1840 to 1960. Within that time, the
Butternut Ridge Road developed slowly. The
character of the district is reflective of that period.
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The strength of a future National Register of
Historic Places District, however, must either
support that same period, or definitively tie a
different time frame to the significance of the
district.
The National Register Bulletin can guide this
process.
Definition of terms, verbiage, and
suggestions on the appropriate documentation are
contained within this comprehensive document.
The Butternut Historic District study area, from east
of Columbia Road to where the Ridge Road turns
southwest along Lorain Road, claims the geological
formations that the Native Americans used as a trail
to be the initial pattern (Criterion A) for growth.
Beyond that, townships were delineated,
farmsteads were defined, and as the farms were
divided, homes were built, slowly, over a lengthy
interlude. How does one define this as a period of
significance? The housing stock itself ranges over
150 years. Perhaps that is its strength. The pattern
developed slowly, clearly, with no intended design.
It is problematic, however, to tie the geological
ridge formation to the growth of this residential
development.
District Boundaries are determined by the original
theme of the district. In this case, the extent of
Butternut Ridge Road from Columbia Road to Lorain
Road defines the overall study area that is included
in this report. National Register District boundaries,
however, are limited by integrity of the contiguous
structures, the number of missing structures, the
time period of the structures, and even the overall
feeling that one may experience within the district.
If the district is tied to a specific architect, evidence
of the architect’s involvement with the structures
would be important. If the district is tied to a
specific event or pattern of history, research must
provide evidence of the same.
When defining the boundaries, the Butternut
Historic District study area is fairly simple to
address. Strengths include a definitive beginning
and end and few changes over time (only two of the
previously inventoried properties had been
demolished.) Weaknesses include degradation of
the Lorain, Porter, and Butternut intersection and
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the swath cut through the district by the insertion
of Interstate Route 480. Also, denigration of the
integrity of individual structures is reflected in the
proliferation of vinyl siding.
If National Register (NR) districts were to be
pursued, boundary considerations would include
these issues and perhaps the Columbia Road
intersection. Along this road the district may begin
at Porter instead of Lorain, but to follow the organic
growth and character of The Butternut Historic
District, one may actually extend the district further
to the east to the Rocky River. The current local
district follows over I480, not intersecting it. While
the interruption is the weakest link along the road,
the weak section could be excluded from the
district boundaries.
Another concern it that the Springvale Golf Course
has some land frontage on Butternut Ridge Road.
Discussion on its inclusion would most likely lead to
the Springvale Golf Course being given
consideration for individual listing. It is a different
use type, it does not physically sit on Butternut, and
its history may have the strength to stand alone.
To address Criterion A or C, the integrity of
structures within the defined boundaries of the
district must be documentable and consistent. The
architecture in a district under any criterion is
generally consistent in condition and remarkable for
a particular style, building type, time period, and/or
physical integrity. The strength of the Butternut
Historic District study area is that many structures
original to the district remain. The weaknesses
include building integrity and site consistency. It
must be stressed, that without building integrity,
the proposed district may not withstand scrutiny
under any criteria.
The homes spacing and lot sizes vary on the road
and the styles are sporadic in their placement.
More influential, however, is the lack of original
architectural integrity remaining with the
residences. Many of the homes have been altered
from their original construction appearance and
much of the original architectural details has been
removed or replaced.
Alternative materials
(aluminum and vinyl particularly when used for

siding and windows for instance) change the
profiles of the original details and the textures
found on the original structures. If Criterion C is
eliminated as an option for Butternut Ridge, is
Criterion A still a reasonable possibility?
Looking again at the historical significance of the
study area, the historic thread is this:
1. Geological formations—natural occurrence
2. Native American trails along the formations
3. Western Reserve standard Township
definition, regulating size, shape, and
orientation.
4. Development of Butternut Ridge contrary
to the historic definition of Township (as
stated in the Historic Context and Summary
Sections) but favoring the Native American
trail.
5. Slow pattern growth overlay of both the
trail and the township.
6. Integrity of remaining structures reinforces
the story.
Although this road has some intriguing history,
there currently seems to be some disconnect
between all of these historic characteristics or not
enough historic integrity in one time period to form
a district. A positive for Butternut Ridge Road is
that the pattern of development may relate to the
geological formations of the area. These naturally
occurring forms were capitalized on by Native
Americans, and subsequent white settlers. The
pattern of development grew slowly, without an
intended design. Therefore Criteria A may be
appropriate for a future nomination.
If a
nomination were to be sought, the broad patterns
of history discussion must support the concept of
Butternut Ridge and Butternut Ridge Road following
the same path. The Native American Trail should be
delineated. Precedent for development along such
a trail would be a good guide (Zane’s Trace.)
It must be stated however, that the Butternut Ridge
study area does not currently meet the necessary
marks for listing in the National Register of Historic
Places. The draft nomination written (1985) for the
district conflicts with this Team’s reading of
independent expert research on the actual
formation of the geological phenomenon. In
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contrast, the study area cannot currently, by itself,
support the other possible favorable arguments.
Because the significant history has not yet been
definitively traced, documents to support this effort
have not yet been located, and the integrity of the
extant architecture is questionable, this survey
Team recommends against applying for a National
Register of Historic Places District at this time.
These observations are not necessarily the final
word. Because the desire to meet the necessary
criterion may be impassioned among those involved
with this local district, this report will make
recommendations for further action toward that
end. It must be understood, that if the significance
of the district can be supported under Criterion A
for the ridge/trail/road development theme, the
integrity of the existing architecture must be
improved as well either by actually restoring the
structures or by dramatically increasing the number
of inventoried structures that can prove integrity.
At this point, less than half of the extant structures
in the study area have been added to the Ohio
Historic Inventory. The integrity in that portion is
questionable. Should there be any desire to pursue
the National Register nomination, the next simple
test would be to inventory the properties remaining
with the study area in attempt to bolster the
percentage of structures that could be contributing
to a district. A significant percentage of residential
structures with integrity would provide an impetus
for further research that could result in a cohesive
district nomination.
Primary and secondary research to delineate and
explicate the geological formations is essential. By
way of maps and atlases, there is evidence of use of
the ridges north of the Butternut Ridge as trails and
roads. Research outside of the local archives is
necessary. One such suggestion for this work would
be to visit the Department of Geology at Kent State
University.
It is difficult to document a trail used by Native
Americans as there is no written early history by the
peoples themselves. Such research has been
completed by others and could be accessed through
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resources such as local universities, the Library of
the State of Ohio, the Great Lakes Trail Marker Tree
Society, or even through the current research work
being conducted by or about the Algonquin,
Iroquoian or Seneca Nations.
Much research is available, both primary and
secondary, about the Western Reserve and the
methods for defining townships. The difficulty for
the Butternut Ridge study area will be to support
the thread of history from beginning to end. The
extended research might form an argument for just
one of the points above in which there is no need to
connect the evolving history of the road.
IN THE MEAN TIME…
The Survey Team suggests the following short term
steps to benefit documentation of the City’s historic
assets aside from or in addition to the City of North
Olmsted and the Landmarks Commission's pursuit
of the district:
 Inventory all properties that face Butternut
Ridge Road. There are approximately 135
structures in the study area; a few less than
one half have been inventoried.
 Pay particular attention to the commercial
properties at the west end of the local
district.
Inventory these properties,
photograph them inside and out. These
properties are at greatest risk. Include the
historic school buildings. This information
may not lead to a District nomination, but it
will provide evidence of local history that is
rapidly decaying.
 Expand the current local Butternut Historic
District to include the additional properties
that were inventoried with this report.
Their construction dates are later than most
of those already included in the district, but
not substantially. Some of these added
inventories represent good integrity. The
current district does not include all of the
properties that face the road. The study
area (just east of Columbia Road to Lorain
Road) included all of the properties. This
Team believes that there are structures
eligible for inclusion in the local district that
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had been excluded from the original
boundaries.
Expand the current local Butternut Historic
District to include the Springvale Golf
Course.
Inventory this property,
photograph the structures and the
landscape both inside and out. Consider a
National Register of Historic Places
nomination for this property, individually, if
the photographic survey can demonstrate
integrity.
Document the cemetery. Documentation
here can assist many purposes for research,
not just for a district nomination.
Cemeteries are generally not eligible for the
NRHP; however, there is no reason that the
cemetery cannot be included in the local
district or in at least be part of the NRHP
district should it move forward. Cemeteries
also reveal much family and community
history.
Select specific individual structures with a
high level of physical integrity and a clear
history. Consider nominating individual
structures to the National Register of
Historic Places on their own merit. A few
properties are noted in the List of Surveyed
Properties section of this report; more could
be added after research on the history of
the structures and the land.

Most of the criteria for eligibility to the National
Register are academic and research oriented. With
the current inventory and the prior surveys as they
have been presented, the evidence does not
support a National Register District. However,
North Olmsted residents and visitors understand,
with or without specific knowledge on the study
area that there is a special “feeling” about this area
that presents a unique experience. The local
Butternut Road Historic District is worthy of
attention.
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