
LANDMARKS COMMISSION 

CITY OF NORTH OLMSTED 

DRAFT OF MINUTES FOR MEETING OF JUNE 8, 2020 

 

ROLL CALL 

 

Mr. Neville called the meeting to order at 7:08 pm via online public meeting. 

Present: Elizabeth Cardarelli, Tom Dubowski, James Gearhart, Duane Limpert, Jim Morse, 

David Neville, Gretchen Schuler, Paul Schumann 

Absent: Sarah Egan-Reeves 

Staff: Planning and Community Development Director Kim Lieber, Assistant Director of Law 

Bryan O’Malley 

 

Mr. Dubowski moved, seconded by Ms. Cardarelli, to excuse the absence of Ms. Egan-

Reeves, motion passed 8-0. 

 

REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

Ms. Schuler moved, seconded by Mr. Dubowski, to approve the Landmarks Commission 

meeting minutes of May 11, 2020, motion passed 8-0. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

20-16412; Anthony Sapienza; 25760 Butternut Ridge Road 

Representative: Anthony Sapienza, owner 

 

Mr. Sapienza would like to install a two rail split rail fence partially along the front and sides of 

his property. The home is a brick ranch and is the second house from the cemetery. Mr. Neville 

did not think the fence style was inappropriate or that it would affect visibility. Ms. Cardarelli 

asked if there is an existing fence. Mr. Sapienza said he does not have a fence currently but the 

neighbor across the street, a Cape Cod house and the cemetery have similar fencing. The fencing 

will be about three feet from the sidewalk since he has trees in the yard.    

 

Mr. Limpert moved, seconded by Mr. Schumann, to grant a Certificate of Appropriateness 

for a split rail fence for 20-16412; Anthony Sapienza at 25760 Butternut Ridge Road, which 

was approved 8-0. 

 

20-16508; North Olmsted Universalist Church; 5050 Porter Road 

Representatives: Dan Beeman, Wagner Sign Company; Emily Williams, Church Board 

President; Brian Warren, Church Board Vice President; James Kearney, Church Finance 

Director 

 

Ms. Lieber said the Commission must review the sign for appropriateness since the building is a 

city landmark. If approved, the sign will go to BZBA as variances would be required to have 

digital signage and because it meets the definition of a pole sign. Mr. Beeman said the sign will 

replace an existing monument sign with manual changeable type. The new sign has an aluminum 



base and frame with applied vinyl copy along with an electronic message center. Church 

members currently have to change type on both sides of the sign; a digital sign would allow for 

messages to be changed more simply from the church office. The top portion with the logo 

would not be illuminated but the portion with the church name would be backlit. The LED 

message portion would be about two feet high with one message displayed at a time. Mr. Morse 

thought the LED portion seemed much bigger than the changeable area on the current sign. Mr. 

Beeman said the current sign is about seven feet tall and the proposed sign would be more than 

ten feet tall. Mr. Morse asked if there are alternative materials for the upper portion of the sign, 

Mr. Beeman said vinyl lettering is standard for signs and painting would be much more labor 

intensive. Mr. Neville thought more traditional materials could be used, such as wood. Mr. 

Morse thought the vinyl material would be obviously modern looking, especially with the height 

and shape of the sign. Mr. Morse did not think the sign would look good next to the church, but 

thought widening the base would help. Mr. Neville thought the top of the sign reflected the top 

of the church but more could be done to mimic the Greek Revival style, such as friezes on the 

sides of the sign. Mr. Beeman said the sign will be in the same location as the current sign, 

approximately 50 to 70 feet from the building. 

 

Ms. Lieber said that while new construction should not present a false sense of history through 

replication, additions and new features must be compatible and harmonious with the existing 

structure. She did not believe the materials of the sign proposed are appropriate with the 1840s 

structure. The current sign code prohibits digital signs, but under the proposed code update some 

digital signage will be permitted, except in the historic district and on landmark properties. Ms. 

Cardarelli asked if the message would scroll across the sign and how bright it would be, Mr. 

Beeman said the message would be stationary. Mr. Schumann was concerned about an electronic 

sign because the church is in a residential area, Mr. Limpert agreed. Mr. Limpert added that the 

lighting on Porter Road is not very good so an electronic sign may help, but was concerned about 

the height of the sign.  

 

Ms. Williams said the background of the digital sign would be dark with white lettering. The 

sign would not be on overnight and they want to fit in with the neighborhood. Mr. Warren 

described the difficulty of changing the current sign message. He pointed out that there are other 

digital signs in the city, the church on Columbia, which are in residential areas. The current sign 

has permanent lettering that is vinyl on wood, which needs to be maintained every few years. 

Having the sign higher allows for landscaping to be installed around it. The digital portion would 

allow for three lines of wording and can be dimmed or set on a timer. Mr. Schumann pointed out 

that digital signs have capabilities that would be difficult to enforce if the property owner did not 

want to limit them as agreed upon. Mr. Beeman said the church would be considerate of the 

neighbors and turn off portions of the sign to decrease the brightness throughout the day.  

 

Ms. Lieber appreciated the church’s interest in having a changeable sign. She explained that 

digital sign on Columbia was approved in error by a newer employee that is no longer with the 

city. She thought permitting a digital sign at this property could lead to digital signs being 

proposed in the historic district which could greatly impact the appearance of the district. Mr. 

Neville thought if the appearance and materials of the sign were altered, the Commission may be 

more amenable to it. Mr. Morse was most concerned about the height and having the sign go 

from a horizontal orientation to more vertical. Ms. Cardarelli added that when viewed from the 



street, the additional height would make it seem like the sign is similar in height to the church, 

Mr. Dubowski agreed. Mr. Kearney did not think the church would be opposed to decreasing the 

sign height. He does not want the sign to detract from the building and the neighborhood but they 

need a functional sign. Mr. Gearhart thought the sign height should be decreased because it 

would make the historic marker look very small in comparison. Mr. O’Malley reminded the 

Commission to look at the structure in relation to the building and the area. He added that it 

would be inappropriate to approve the proposal if the LED portion is not expected to be 

permitted. He cautioned the Commission to not discuss changes to the design during the meeting. 

Mr. Schumann suggested the applicant revise the proposal to better reflect the age of the church. 

Ms. Lieber reviewed the sign code update schedule and said it will probably be approved by City 

Council in the fall.  

 

Mr. Schumann moved, seconded by Ms. Cardarelli, to table the new sign proposal for 20-

16508; North Olmsted Universalist Church at 5050 Porter Road, which was approved 8-0. 

 

COMMUNICATIONS 

 

Celebrate North Olmsted - Local History Series 

Ms. Lieber reported that the committee met the previous week and decided upon a weeklong 

series of social media posts the week in August when Homecoming would normally have been 

held. Because the event is cancelled, this series is an opportunity to celebrate local history. The 

theme will be Then and Now, and each day may have a different topic, such as transportation, 

residential development, schools and the Homecoming parade. Once the topics are finalized, a 

call will go out for photos that can be collected into albums and slide shows on the website. 

 

Butternut Ridge Pocket Park 

Ms. Lieber said the committee met with the selected artist last week to refine the concept and go 

over various options the artist had considered. City Council will be voting on the appropriations 

and bidding authority for the pocket park at their June 16 meeting. The legislation was amended 

so that no city funds can be used for the project. To date, $10,000 has been committed by 

individuals and community groups to cover the city cost. 

 

Certificates of Appropriateness 

The lighting change at the North Olmsted Branch Library was approved with the submission of a 

zoning-compliant photometric plan. Fixtures will be a somewhat more ornate lantern style than 

currently exists today. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

With no further business, the meeting adjourned at 8:23 pm. 

 

 

__________________________________                ___________________________________ 

David Neville, Chair Nicole Rambo-Ackerman, Administrative 

Assistant 

Date: _____________________________ 


