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INTRODUCTION
The mission of the Landmarks Commission is to protect, preserve and
perpetuate the structures and districts which reflect the City’s heritage.
The Commission encourages education and creates an environment
that promotes the community’s historic sites, events and citizens in
order to foster civic pride.
The following annual report documents the activities and
accomplishments of the Landmarks Commission during 2015 and sets
forth goals for the coming year.
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2015 BICENTENNIAL
In 2014, the Landmarks Commission forged a partnership with the City’s Arts Commission for the
purpose of planning North Olmsted’s 2015 bicentennial celebration. Together, the two commissions
created a Bicentennial Committee which organized events, generated support and promoted the
bicentennial throughout the milestone year. Landmarks Commission members were involved in many
facets of the bicentennial. Theme words for the year were Educate, Celebrate and Inspire. Not
surprisingly, the work of the Landmarks Commission heavily focused on Educate. The following pages
describe some of their key accomplishments of the year.

Celebrate North Olmsted
To improve community outreach, a Celebrate North Olmsted
bicentennial website was created and a Celebrate North Olmsted
Facebook page was launched. Both sites contained information about
the history of the city, the bicentennial, spotlight features of North
Olmsted people and projects, and community events and activities.
Landmarks Commission members provided educational content on
historical figures such as Charles Alden Seltzer and influential families
such as Stearns, Coe, Biddulph, and Christman for the bicentennial
website.
Members also researched and compiled Facebook posts describing
historical events that occurred on “This Day in History.” This social
media tool proved to be a highly successful way of engaging the North
Olmsted community. Nearly 1,300 subscribers received Celebrate
North Olmsted emails while more than 1,500 “liked” Celebrate North
Olmsted on Facebook during the year.

Charles Alden Seltzer House Dedication
A landmark designation ceremony for the Charles Alden Seltzer
House was held on September 12th. Dozens of community
members attended the ceremony celebrating both the
accomplishments of the man and the unique historical
architecture of the house. Seltzer was not only a famous author
of westerns, but also a North Olmsted councilman and mayor.
Perhaps his best known accomplishment was the creation of the
North Olmsted Municipal Bus Line (NOMBL). The house was built
in 1923 and recognized as a landmark in 2013.

North Olmsted Magazine
The bicentennial edition of the
North Olmsted Magazine was
released in February 2015 as
part of I ♥ North Olmsted
month. Content included current
news, community profiles, and a
bicentennial events calendar.
Also, this special issue contained
some of the interesting stories of
North Olmsted’s past, authored
by Landmarks Commission
members Jim Dubelko and Jim
Morse and former member Dale
Thomas. Stories highlighted
North Olmsted’s early history
and settlement, the Civil War
era, the Biddulphs and the
origins of Springvale, Charles
Selzer and the Progressive era,
and the economic boom in the
post-World War II era.

Richard Knight-William Biddulph House Dedication
A landmark designation ceremony for the Knight-Biddulph House
was held on November 21st. The house was recognized for its
unique architectural character and its association with the lives
of so many individuals important to North Olmsted’s history. The
house was built c. 1860 and recognized as a landmark in 2013.

North Olmsted Landmarks: A Bicentennial Journey
In partnership with the Olmsted Historical Society, North Olmsted City Schools
and North Olmsted Branch Library, the Landmarks Commission organized an
engaging hop on, hop off tour of notable North Olmsted locations on October
11th. The Bicentennial Journey began at the Frostville Museum where guided
bus tours departed to visit many of North Olmsted’s most important
landmarks and historic sites. Guests had a fun-filled afternoon with
informative presentations, local historical artifacts and imagery, live music,
refreshments and more.
Commission members along with city and school officials served
as volunteer tour guides. A guide book was provided to each tour
member with information on the city’s early settlement along
with photos and stories of these historical places in North
Olmsted:
Butternut Ridge Historical District | Thompson House | George
Biddulph House | Butternut Ridge Cemetery | Old Town Hall |
Oxcart Library | Olmsted Unitarian Universalist Church | Coe
Ridge Cemetery | Huntington House | Charles Alden Seltzer
House | Ames House | Springvale Ballroom

CERTIFICATES OF APPROPRIATENESS
The Landmarks Commission reviews proposals for demolition, construction or alteration of any
landmark or property within a landmarks district. The Landmarks Commission holds public hearings and
issues certificates of appropriateness for proposals which meet the criteria for acceptable work. For
guidance, the Commission looks to the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation. The
Landmarks Commission considered COA requests at four residential properties in 2015. Significantly, the
Commission also considered three requests from the North Olmsted City Schools to demolish structures
located at the site of a future proposed school campus:


North Olmsted Middle School; 27351 Butternut Ridge Road
By a 5-1 vote, the Commission approved the demolition of the North Olmsted Middle School with the condition
that unique architectural elements would be considered for reuse within the new building or offered to the
Olmsted Historical Society.



North Olmsted Schools Administrative Offices; 27425 Butternut Ridge Road
By a 6-0 vote, the Commission approved the demolition of the North Olmsted Schools administrative building,
which was the former North Olmsted Branch Library.



Thompson House; 27501 Butternut Ridge Road
By a 7-0 vote, the Commission approved the demolition of the 1830’s era Thompson house by removal and
preservation at the Frostville Museum with the condition that it be relocated by April 1, 2016.

GOALS FOR 2016


Support the efforts of the Olmsted Historical Society and North Olmsted City Schools to relocate the
Thompson House.



Invite open dialogue with the North Olmsted City Schools regarding the proposed campus
construction project within the Butternut Ridge Historical District.



Develop Uniquely North Olmsted and Centennial Home recognition programs.



Support planning efforts for Old Town Hall to
ensure this landmark building remains in good
condition and best serves the needs of the
community.



Review 2012 Butternut Historic District Survey
Report for action items.



Review and update 2009 Historic Preservation
Plan as necessary.



Investigate properties of considerable local
significance for potential as North Olmsted
Landmarks.



Improve information available to the public through the Landmarks Commission webpage on the
City of North Olmsted’s soon-to-be updated website.



Continue to leverage Celebrate North Olmsted’s website and Facebook page for ways of engaging
and educating the public about local history.

