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Today’s News, Tomorrow’s History

North Olmsted City Schools’ new high school and middle school 
campus opened its doors to students on September 4th. The $90 
million campus features grades 6-12 educational facilities, a per-
forming arts center and an athletic complex. The campus is located 
within the Butternut Ridge Historic District and reflects the Gero-
gian architecture of the North Olmsted Branch Library across the 
street.

North Olmsted City Schools 6-12 Campus Opens

The new campus provides the necessary environment for high 
quality 21st-century learning. “The facilities will complement what 
are already first-class teaching and educational programs within 
the district,” said Superintendent Michael Zalar of the new school. 
“These are truly classrooms built to foster flexibility and collabora-
tion. People … know that this campus was really designed for the 
future, not for the past.” 

The district celebrated the campus opening at a tailgate party 
before the new stadium’s first high school varsity football game, 
which saw the Eagles triumph over Valley Forge 28-20. Festivities 
also included a dedication, ribbon-cutting ceremony and communi-
ty tours of the new facilities. 

Other anticipated community benefits of the project include attract-
ing new families, raising property values, reducing flooding and 
encouraging new businesses which will increase tax revenues and 
visitor spending. “This is just the beginning of the next chapter in 
North Olmsted City Schools,” said Zalar.

North Olmsted 
Year in Review 2018
Presented by the North Olmsted Landmarks Commission 

The project was featured in the November 2018 edition of Proper-
ties magazine. Read Article. 

https://www.north-olmsted.com/
https://bit.ly/2FVzHbw


Landmarks Commission 
Preserving Our History

Commission member Elizabeth Cardarelli gave two infor-
mational presentations to commission members during 
the year. The first presentation, conducted at the June 
11th meeting, highlighted common architectural styles 
found throughout North Olmsted. The second training, 
conducted at the December 10th meeting, covered the 
basics of property maintenance and energy efficiency in 
older homes. The home maintenance information will be 
presented at a community meeting in April 2019. 

Continuing Education 
Due to changes in the historic district over time, along with con-
cerns about the consistency of the available historic district maps, 
the Commission established a committee to determine the correct 
historic district map boundaries and explore potential expansion 
or modification of the district. Research gathered will be used to 
review the current historic district boundaries and inform potential 
district expansion in the future. 

Map Committee Created

The Landmarks Commission launched the Centennial 
Home Recognition Program in 2017. This program seeks 
to identify and recognize those houses existing today 
in North Olmsted that were built in or before 1915, the 
city’s centennial year, in order to acknowledge their local 
historical significance and importance to the communi-
ty. During 2018, little additional research was done and 
the program did not attract new interest. To address 
concerns, staff began preparing an audit to provide a re-
source to the commission as members determine the fu-
ture of the program. Statistics through 2018 are shown 
in the image to the right.

Centennial Home Recognition Program

Five Certificates of Appropriateness 
Were Issued in 2018 for:

New 
Roof

Building Addition
Garage Expansion

New Windows
Paint
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1920 map of the Village of North Olmsted
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Landmarks Commission 
Looking Ahead

At the start of the year, the Landmarks Commission voted to 
approve the 2018 Historic Preservation Plan. The purpose 
of the Plan is to encourage a sense of history and culture in 
the community while identifying programs and policies that 
will contribute to the preservation of historical resources. Ele-
ments of the plan include a description of ongoing preserva-
tion efforts and a statement of goals and action steps which 
should be taken to protect the city’s historic resources.

Historic Preservation Plan Approved

Code and Procedures Updated
One of the year’s later accomplishments was the update to Chapter 165 (Landmarks Commission) of the codified ordinances, 
which establishes duties of the Landmarks Commission including review of Certificates of Appropriateness, creating historic 
districts and recognizing local landmarks. The new code section cleaned up inconsistencies and confusing language, putting 
into place procedures and requirements that would be clear and easier for both property owners and Commission members 
to apply. In addition to housekeeping items, the new code clarified exempt activities, created new sections for construction, 
alteration and demolition and revamped the COA process so that the process is the same whether the building is a landmark 
or located in a historic district. 

A new section was added creating a process to modify the 
boundaries of an existing historic district, as this procedure 
did not previously exist. Code now requires 50% of homes 
in the proposed district be 70 years or older; these homes 
must also meet one of several qualitative criterion address-
ing the district’s historical significance. 

Other updates included new maintenance requirements 
with penalties for noncompliance, an updated minor change 
process and a retooled design guideline section referencing 
the ability of the Commission to separately adopt guidelines 
consistent with the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for 
Rehabilitation. The Commission’s Rules of Procedure were 
also revised as part of the code update.
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George Biddulph House, North Olmsted Landmark
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Quick Takes 
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Swensons Drive-In held their grand opening on August 10th. 
The restaurant is located on the corner of Lorain and Dover Cen-
ter Roads previously occupied by Ari’s Family Restaurant. The 
first restaurant opened in 1934 in Akron and has since grown 
to include 12 locations in Northeast Ohio and Columbus. The 
restaurant operates exclusively as a drive-in with patrons order-
ing from and enjoying their meals entirely within their vehicles.  

Swensons Drive-In Opens 

A grease fire claimed the original home of Canary’s Restaurant 
(pictured) in June at 27350 Lorain Road, where it had been 
serving up food for over 30 years. Happily, the North Olmsted 
institution reopened in September in the plaza at the corner of 
Stearns and Lorain Roads. The former building was demolished 
in October.  

Canary’s Restaurant Reopens After Fire 

Development News

The North Olmsted location continues normal operations 
and boosts visibility with new signage. 

Sears Announces Bankruptcy 

The city considered zoning code implications for new sa-
lon service. 

Microblading Arrives, Blurring the Line 
Between Tattooing and Makeup 

Expanded administrative offices are planned for 2019. 

Horizon Education Center Purchases 
Former Columbia West Building 

Regional chain known for tasty sandwiches and supporting local 
fire departments opens up in former bagel shop building. 

Firehouse Subs Fills Bruegger’s Vacancy 

After two stalled attempts, the third time is a charm as 
the project is completed.

McDonald’s Double Drive Through Opens 

Council approved a property tax abatement for a new se-
nior living facility to be constructed in 2019. 

Senior Housing on the Horizon 

Significant improvements spruce up 
high-visibility corner of Great Northern 
Boulevard and Lorain Road. 

True North Shell Station 
Remodels and Reopens 
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Mayor Kevin Kennedy (front row, fourth from left) with Swen-
sons staff and representatives at the restaurant’s grand open-
ing on August 10, 2018

Canary’s Restuarant was forced to relocate after a grease fire claimed their 
former home. 
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City Project News

At their March 28th meeting, the Planning and Design Commission approved the Gateways Plan, creating an important frame-
work for beautifying North Olmsted through vibrant, brand-centric gateway enhancements across the city. The Gateways Plan 
proposes physical improvements at city entrance points, along major corridors and at other key locations in the community, 
including a combination of signage, landscaping, lighting and public art. The proposal is designed to be implemented in long-
term phases and will be conducted as funding is made available.  

Gateways Plan Approved 

Keeping the City Moving
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Construction activities at Springvale Golf Course and Ballroom 
including a new maintenance facility, updated ballroom kitchen, 
lower level renovations and a new patio pavilion experienced sig-
nificant project delays due to a contractor issue during 2018. The 
maintenance building was built in 2017 and the kitchen got up 
and running in 2018. The finishing touches on the patio will be

Springvale Renovations Continue 

in 2019. Improvements have been guided by the Springvale Master Plan, a comprehensive vision for the facility that identifies 
capital improvements to address existing infrastructure concerns while also increasing the revenue potential of the facility. 

made and it will finally be ready for use when the weather permits

In 2017, the city created a sidewalk program to inspect, re-
pair or reconstruct damaged sidewalks throughout the com-
munity. The goal is to provide safe pathways for pedestrian 
travel. The city was divided into multiple zones, with one 
zone inspected per year. The first year for construction was 
2018. While property owners are responsible for the main-
tenance of the sidewalk adjacent to their properties, many 
homeowners have difficulty finding a contractor willing to 
repair a small number of sidewalk blocks due to the labor 
costs and logistics involved. To assist owners, the city enga-

Sidewalk Program Launched 

ant to help residents repair their sidewalks in a more timely and cost effective manner. Notices were mailed to owners of the 
affected properties for the first phase in March. The deadline for owners to make repairs on their own was in June and any 
blocks not repaired were replaced by the contractor in September 2018. 

ged in a competitive bid process to hire a contractor to comp-
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Sidewalk condition before repouring Sidewalk condition after repouring lete an entire area of sidewalk repairs. This approach is me-
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City Project News
Quick Takes

Phase 1 of the North Olmsted Traffic Signal System project was completed in December. The first phase of the project consisted 
of upgrading or reconstructing 29 signalized intersections, mainly along Lorain Road. The signals are connected by fiber and 
are operated from a centralized control center at city hall. The project was made possible by funding from the Northeast Ohio 
Areawide Coordinating Agency (NOACA), which covered 80 percent of the construction cost. Funding provides for a safe and 
efficient traffic system that reduces congestion and emissions from idling vehicles, thereby improving air quality. Phase 2 in-
cludes upgrading 22 signalized intersections on Brookpark Road, Great Northern Boulevard, Columbia Road, Cedar Point Road, 
Country Club Boulevard and Butternut Ridge Road and is scheduled for construction in 2020. 

Lorain Road Signals Phase 1 Complete  

Specialized Construction, Inc., began the resurfacing of Mackenzie Road in October. The project, completed in December, 
widened travel lanes and provided a new paved shoulder. Additional work to drive aprons, mailboxes and roadside ditches was 
also performed. The city received $250,000 through Cuyahoga County’s local resurfacing programs to cover a portion of the 
$680,000 infrastructure project. 

Mackenzie Road Resurfaced 

The city expanded its street maintenance toolkit in 2018 to in-
clude rejuvenation of a number of recently resurfaced streets. 
The treatment involved 24 asphalt streets totaling almost 
100,000 square yards. Rejuvenation is intended to extend the 
life of the pavement, delaying the need for complete replace-
ment or resurfacing. 

New Pavement Treatment Extends Street Life 

Hydrosphere Engineering undertook a study of the Roots Ditch 
drainage basin to identify areas of improvement and investment 
for flooding mitigation. The Roots Ditch drainage basin is a key 
stormwater conveyance channel located south of Lorain Road, 
beginning near Stearns Road and traveling easterly, through the 
high school and Springvale Golf Course until discharging into 
the Rocky River. 

Roots Ditch Hydrology Study Underway  

Read the city’s feature article in Trenchless Technology here. 
City Wins Praise for Manhole Maintenance Efforts 
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Roots Ditch before improvements

Roots Ditch after improvements
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Community News
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Highlights From Around the Community

Since its move down to the Frostville Museum in 2016, Olmst-
ed Historical Society members have been making steady prog-
ress on restoring the 1830s Thompson House to its original 
appearance. Improvements include installing new siding and 
roofing on the historic home in addition to interior renovations. 
Work is expected to continue into 2019 and has already at-
tracted volunteer labor and donations of materials by local 
partners such as the Kiwanis Club. 

Thompson House Restoration Efforts 
Continue  

On August 8, 1943, the first meeting of the North Olmsted Ju-
nior Women’s Club took place at the Par Three Club House. 
Since then, the North Olmsted Junior Women’s Club has re-
mained the longest continually-operating women’s club in the 
city. Club members gathered on August 9, 2018 at Arturo’s Bar 
& Grille to celebrate 75 years of friendship, socials and com-
munity service with an eye towards the next 75 years.  

Junior Women’s Club Celebrates 75th 
Anniversary 

The Cleveland Restoration Society’s Heritage Home Program offers free advice on home repair and maintenance, personalized 
site visits and access to low-interest loans for improvement projects on homes 50 years and older. North Olmsted’s program par-
ticipation increased significantly in 2018 with 10 signed loans, 14 technical assists, 60 site visits and 178 resident inquiries. Due 
to the increased participation in the program and value to residents, the city is continuing its membership in 2019. 

Heritage Home Program Grows  

The Mayor’s 5K scholarship race was held on August 25th in 
partnership with Kiwanis and Fat Head’s Brewery. The race 
started on Dover Center Road, traveled east down Butternut 
Ridge Road and ended at Fat Head’s Brewery at the corner 
of Lorain and Columbia Roads. Nearly 1,000 walkers and 
runners participated in the new road race format and over 
$20,000 was raised to provide scholarships to area students. 

1st Annual Fat Head’s Brewery 5K Race Held 

Duane K. Limpert was awarded the 2018 Citizen of the Year 
Award at the 54th annual Citizen of the Year Banquet host-
ed on April 19th by the North Olmsted Community Council. 
Limpert is a 1970 graduate of North Olmsted High School 
and an active community member, who served as Ward 1 
Councilman, City Council President, Safety Director and Ser-
vice Director for the city in addition to volunteering for nu-
merous local community organizations and causes. 

Duane K. Limpert Named Citizen of the Year 

Duane K. Limpert, 2018 Citizen of the Year
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Runners line up to begin the 1st Annual Fat Head’s Brewery 5k Race
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2018 Community Events in Pictures

 Page 8                                         North-Olmsted.com                                             Vol. 2

Community News

Mayor’s Art Show

Earth Fair Open Mic Night Bike Path Beautification

Party in the Park 

North Olmsted Noel
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Government News
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Updates from the Administration

In what is a reflection of a growing concern nationwide, City Council adopted Resolution 2018-88 in September, which declared 
the opioid epidemic a nuisance in the City of North Olmsted. Council also resolved to impose stricter punishment for any person 
or company found to be contributing to the nuisance within the city. 

Council Issues Opioid Nuisance Resolution  

Voters narrowly defeated Issue 12 on May 8th and again re-
jected the Parks and Recreation capital improvements levy, 
Issue 50, on November 6th. Both ballot measures proposed a 
property tax increase to renovate the 43-year old Recreation 
Center, improve North Olmsted Park and provide needed ame-
nities at Barton-Bradley Park.

Parks & Recreation Levy Fails

After the 31-vote loss in May, concerned citizens formed the Residents for Recreation committee to share information with 
voters and support the levy. The effort was challenged by the concurrent reappraisal of properties across Cuyahoga County, 
resulting in increasing property values due to economic growth, also leading to increasing property taxes for residents.

In response to resident interest, City Council adopted Ordinance 2018-
77 in October, which created new regulations under Chapter 1135 (One 
and Two Family Residence Districts) for book exchange boxes, also 
known as Little Free Libraries. This legislation outlines requirements 
homeowners must meet when seeking to install a box on their residen-
tial property.

Book Exchange Boxes Permitted 

According to the Cuyahoga County Board of Elections, there 
were 3,300 in favor and 3,331 against Issue 12. There were 
6,034 in favor and 7,280 against Issue 50.

Proposed improvements at the Recreation Center included new and updated amenities such as aquatics, basketball, volleyball, 
ice skating, fitness, indoor and outdoor walking and gymnastics, ball fields, public spaces and locker rooms. The North Olmsted 
Park plan included refurbishing existing ball fields, adding a new football/soccer field, a new playground and outdoor fitness 
area, a new performance stage and an all-purpose trail. The proposal included new and improved parking along with new re-
strooms. Barton-Bradley Park improvements included paved parking with lighting, better pedestrian access, sidewalks, a new 
restroom facility and signage.
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Updates from the Administration

Government News
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Patrolman Jim Carbone was recognized in June as “School Re-
source Officer of the Year” at the Ohio School Resource Officers 
Association annual conference hosted in Dublin, Ohio. Repre-
sentative Dave Greenspan attended the September 18th City 
Council meeting to present a Resolution from the Ohio House 
of Representatives recognizing Patrolman Carbone for his ser-
vice to the schools and community at large. Jim noted, “We 
don’t go to work to win awards,” and was quick to share credit 
with his fellow officers, police and city leadership, school dis-
trict representatives, teachers, students and the North Olmst-
ed community.

Patrolman Carbone Named OSROA School 
Resource Officer of the Year 

Pictured left to right: NOPD Chief Bob Wagner, Patrolman Jim Carbone 
and NOCS Superintendent Michael Zalar

City Council adopted Ordinance 2018-69 in June, which 
created new regulations under Chapter 1319 (Licensing of 
Rental Units) for transient rentals. The increase of rental list-
ings of local homes on Airbnb and similar sites created con-
cerns over potential negative impacts to residential neigh-
borhoods. This legislation makes it illegal to have rentals 
for less than 30 days in non-owner-occupied properties and 
places restrictions on the types and durations of short-term 
rentals.

Short-Term Rental Legislation Passed 

New Distracted Driving Law Enacted 
City Council adopted Ordinance 2018-64 in July, which cre-
ated new regulations under Chapter 333 (Traffic Code) for 
internet usage while driving. Prompted by the increase of 
distracted driving incidents across the country in the smart-
phone era, this legislation prohibits motorists from sending, 
reading, creating or interacting with internet-based content, 
playing games or otherwise interacting with the internet 
while driving. 

The North Olmsted Police Department welcomed Match (pro-
nounced Mah-tch), an 18-month old Belgian Malinois, as the 
newest K-9 member of the Police Department. He is handled by 
Patrolman Ryan Dimatteo, who completed specialized training 
to work as a K-9 patrol officer. Match is certified in narcotics, 
criminal apprehension, evidence search, area search and track-
ing. Former Mayor Norm Musial generously donated $7,500 to 
assist with the purchase of Match. 

Police Department Adds New K-9 Unit 

Council Approves Cell Tower Agreement 
and Updates Small Cells Ordinance 
City Council approved Ordinance 2018-55 in June, allowing 
the installation of a new monopole cellular tower north of 
the Recreation Center. The agreement with TowerCo calls 
for the tower not to exceed 140 feet in height and provide 
space for four carriers. The tower can be fitted for lighting 
should fields ever be developed behind the Rec Center.
City Council also adopted Ordinance 2018-75 in August, 
which established general procedure and standards for the 
siting, construction, installation, collocation, modification, 
operation, and removal of small cell facilities and wireless 
support structures in the right-of-way. This legislation up-
dates regulations in the Streets, Utilities and Public Ser-
vices code governing a hot topic among municipalities and 
telecommunications providers across the nation.  
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