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CERTIFICATION

Certification
“I certify under penalty of law that this document and all attachments were prepared under my
direction or supervision in accordance with a system designed to assure that qualified personnel
properly gathered and evaluated the information submitted. Based on my inquiry of the person or
persons who manage the system, or those persons directly responsible for gathering the information,
information submitted is, to the best of my knowledge, true, accurate, and complete. I am aware that
there are significant penalties for submitting false information, including the possibility of fine and
imprisonment for knowing violations.”

_________________________________________
Kevin M. Kennedy, Mayor
City of North Olmsted, Ohio
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Executive Summary
Introduction
The City of North Olmsted is required to submit a storm water management plan (SWMP) in accordance
with 40 CFR Part 122.32 and Ohio Law. The document outlines the City of North Olmsted’s program to
develop, implement, and enforce a storm water management program designed to reduce the discharge
of pollutants to the maximum extent practicable, to protect water quality, and to satisfy the appropriate
requirements of the Clean Water Act (CWA) in accordance with the Ohio EPA Phase II program. The
SWMP addresses the six minimum control measures as required by state regulations. The plan also
identifies the city’s legal authority to implement the general permit. The Notice of Intent (NOI) and
SWMP were submitted October 6, 2014.
LEGAL AUTHORITY
The City of North Olmsted Codified Ordinance Chapters 911 and 927 (See Exhibit 6) provide the city with
authority to control the quality of separate storm water discharge to its storm water system. Their
authority addresses both industrial and municipal discharges. The City of North Olmsted has both the
fiscal authority and legal resources to fully implement its storm water management plan.
REPORTING REQUIREMENTS
The City of North Olmsted will submit its required report annually during the first term of the permit
cycle. The report will include the status of compliance with the permit conditions, an assessment of the
appropriateness of the BMP’s, the progress towards achieving the measurable goals for each of the six
minimum control measures, a summary of the activities the City of North Olmsted will undertake during
the reporting cycle, any changes to BMP’s or measurable goals, and all relevant data (monitoring)
obtained during the reporting cycle.
STORM WATER MANAGEMENT PROGRAM
The plan outlines the six minimum control measures, which are expected to result in significant
reductions in pollutants discharged by the City of North Olmsted. The six minimum control measures
and the responsible parties for each are listed in Exhibit 1 – Organizational Chart. The table below
outlines the each of the watersheds that the City of North Olmsted discharges into and the Total
Maximum Daily Loads (TMDL) of each watershed. At this time, our minimum control measures and
associated BMP’s have been specifically designed to address the bacteria and dissolved oxygen TMDL’s.
Our goal is to update our SWMP regularly to address other TMDL’s as they are approved by the OEPA.
Watershed

Subwatershed

TMDL Status

TMDL Loads

Black, Main

French Creek

Approved

Bacteria, Dissolved Oxygen

Lake Erie Tributaries

Cahoon Creek-Frontal Lake Erie

Not started

NA

Rocky

Baker Creek-West Branch Rocky River

In Progress

NA

Rocky

Baldwin Creek-East Branch Rocky River

In Progress

NA

Rocky

Rocky River

In Progress

NA
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MCM 1: PUBLIC EDUCATION AND OUTREACH

MCM 1: Public Education and Outreach
Program Responsibility and Oversight
The Public Service Director is responsible for the overall management and implementation of our public
involvement and public education (PIPE) program. The Service Director reports annually to the
Stormwater Management Committee.
To assist in implementing our SWMP under MCM 1, we have entered into Memorandum of
Understanding with the Cuyahoga Soil and Water Conservation District (CSWCD). This MOU is attached
in the SWMP Appendix 3. The CSWCD’s Education Program Staff prepares an annual Outreach Strategy
document for our program that outlines the specific themes and activities they will be assisting us with
for the year. A copy of the most recent Outreach Strategy document is included in the SWMP as an
appendix annually.
CSWCD participates in the Northeast Ohio Public Involvement Public Education (NEO PIPE) committee.
The NEO PIPE committee is a regional consortium of Soil and Water Conservation Districts, conservation
organizations and other government agencies committed to improving water quality in Northeast Ohio.
The group shares resources and publications, pursues grant funding for large-scale outreach initiatives,
and strives to bring a unified message across Northeast Ohio. The NEO PIPE committee generates the
themes for the 5-year permit term based on relevant TMDL issues that need to be addressed in the
communities. CSWCD incorporates these regional NEO PIPE efforts into our overall PIPE program.
Rationale for Themes and Target Audience Selection
Our MS4 is located in the Rocky River, Black River, and Lake Erie Tributaries watersheds, which have
TMDLs for bacteria and dissolved oxygen. Because the majority of these pollution problems are caused
by increases in impervious cover and the resulting increases in stormwater volume and velocity, we will
focus much of our Public Education and Outreach program on increasing public awareness of the links
between land use practices and stormwater pollution. We will target pollutant sources identified in our
TMDLs, such as sediment pollution from stream bank erosion and improperly controlled construction
sites and habitat alteration due to land use changes. Our education and outreach program focuses on
addressing these pollutants. During the permit term, we will follow the themes detailed in Table 1.
Our community’s population was 32,713 at the 2010 census. Our primary target audience is residential
landowners as single-family residential comprises over 50% of our community’s land use, so their
actions on their properties contribute significantly to stormwater runoff in our MS4. We also target the
development community as they contribute significant amounts of sediment pollution to our MS4.
Rationale and Description of Chosen Mechanisms
Our primary mechanisms for delivery are the following:
• An article is included in our community e-newsletter, prepared by the CSWCD Education
Program Staff. The e-newsletter is edited by the Mayor’s Office and emailed to all subscribers
on a monthly basis, reaching a large percentage of our population annually. It also includes
upcoming events for informing people of public involvement opportunities. A copy of the enewsletter is included in the Exhibit 4.
• Community display of education materials. Our community displays information provided to us
by CSWCD in a display located in our City Hall. Materials on display include an annual poster,
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MCM 1: PUBLIC EDUCATION AND OUTREACH

•
•

•

stormwater educational article related to the annual theme and any other materials provided to
us by CSWCD.
A targeted educational mailing will be mailed to 10-15% of our Community’s population
annually with targeted messaging related to the year’s theme, with the goal of 50% being
reached by the end of the five year permit cycle.
Our community website (www.North-Olmsted.com) is updated by City staff and receives many
visitors per month. We have a “Stormwater Information” section on the website which includes
a link to CSWCD’s Stormwater Education page
(http://www.cuyahogaswcd.org/programs/stormwater-education), which in turn links you to
the education theme for the year (http://www.cuyahogaswcd.org/programs/lake-erie-startshere), as well as archiving information from prior themes. We estimate that the website
reaches 50% of our population annually.
Community events, workshops and presentations. Some examples include our annual
Homecoming event, Fourth of July Fireworks, and Summer Movie/Music in the Park events draw
many visitors. We also work with the CSWCD Education Program Staff to host stormwater
related annual workshops on our relevant stormwater theme. CSWCD Education Program Staff
also presents on stormwater related topics to civic groups, scout troops or schools as requested.
Lastly, we promote annual county-wide teacher workshops to our local schools in order to
educate our educators about nonpoint source pollution and watershed issues.

In addition to these primary mechanisms, we may use other mechanisms such as posters, flyer mailings,
permit inserts or new resident outreach mailings. Any additional mechanisms used will be tracked and
documented by the City for reach and success, and included in the annual reporting to Ohio EPA. Our
measurable goal is to reach a minimum of 50% of our MS4 population over five years, using a minimum
of five themes with at least two mechanisms of delivery for each theme. If it does not appear that these
objectives are being reached, the program will be re-evaluated and different mechanisms will be
selected to meet our measurable goal.
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Pet owners,
HSTS
owners,
residents,
restaurants,
landscapers
(developme
nt
community)

Motor
vehicle
owners,
vehicle fleet

CITY OF NORTH OLMSTED SWMP

X

CSWCD
Education
Program
Staff

X

X

Reach 10-15% of
population
annually with
targeted
message related
to year's theme,
with the goal of
50% being
reached by the
end of the five
year permit
cycle

CSWCD
Education
Program
Staff

X

Reach 10-15% of
population
annually with
targeted

CSWCD
Education
Program
Staff

X

Responsib
le Party
CSWCD
Education
Program
Staff

Flow

Residential
property
owners,
teachers,
large
property
owners

X

Schedule and
Measurable
Goal
Reach 10-15% of
population
annually with
targeted
message related
to year's theme,
with the goal of
50% being
reached by the
end of the five
year permit
cycle
Reach 10-15% of
population
annually with
targeted
message related
to year's theme,
with the goal of
50% being
reached by the
end of the five
year permit
cycle

DO/Org Enrich

Theme 2: Lake Erie
Starts Here (2016)
Outreach and
involvement activities
will identify this
connection and
provide
recommendations
and opportunities to
make a positive
watershed impact to
various target
audiences.
Theme 3: Lake Erie –
Don’t Waste It (2017)
Promotes the
reduction of
stormwater pollution
from pet & human
waste (HSTS/Illicit
Discharge),
Household Hazardous
Waste, Yard Waste &
Commercial Waste
(e.g., restaurant
grease). Note: Applies
to MCM 3.
Theme 4: On the
Road to Clean Water
(2018) Promotes the
reduction of

Mechanisms for Delivery
(minimum of 2)
Targeted mailings, quarterly
newsletters, annual themebased poster and
educational materials
available at community
locations, presentations to
target audiences, annual
county-wide teacher
workshop, workshops for
rain barrels, rain gardens,
green cleaning and native
plants and landscaping.
Targeted mailings, quarterly
newsletters, annual themebased poster & educational
materials available at
community locations,
presentations to target
audiences, theme-specific
page on CSWCD web site,
annual county-wide teacher
workshop, workshops for
rain barrels, rain gardens,
green cleaning & native
plants & landscaping.
Targeted mailings, quarterly
newsletters, annual themebased poster & educat’l
materials available at
community locations,
presentations to target
audiences, theme-specific
page on CSWCD web site,
annual county-wide teacher
workshop, workshops for
green cleaning, TV ads at
DMV locations, mailing to
licensed dog owners via
county auditor.
Targeted mailings, quarterly
newsletters, annual themebased poster & educational
materials available at

Habitat

Theme
Theme 1: Honey I
Shrunk the Lawn!
(2015) Promotes the
reduction of turfgrass
and limiting
fertilizer/pesticide
usage on residential
lawns.

Target
Audience(s)
Residential
property
owners &
managers,
teachers

Nutrients

Performance Standards: Must use more than one mechanism of delivery to residents. Must use at
least 5 different themes, one of which must be for the development community. Must reach at least
50% of the population by the end of the permit cycle.

TSS/Sediment

TMDLs Addressed

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

Bacteria

Table 1: MCM 1: Public Education and Outreach
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Targeted mailings, quarterly
newsletters, annual themebased poster and
educational materials
available at community
locations, presentations to
target audiences, themespecific page on CSWCD web
site, annual county-wide
teacher workshop,
workshops for rain barrels,
rain gardens, green cleaning
and native plants and
landscaping.

Reach 10-15% of
population
annually with
targeted
message related
to year's theme,
with the goal of
50% being
reached by the
end of the five
year permit
cycle

Responsib
le Party

CSWCD
Education
Program
Staff

X

X

Flow

Residential
property
owners,
commercial
property
owners, land
developers

Schedule and
Measurable
Goal
message related
to year's theme,
with the goal of
50% being
reached by the
end of the five
year permit
cycle

DO/Org Enrich

Mechanisms for Delivery
(minimum of 2)
community locations,
presentations to target
audiences, theme-specific
page on CSWCD web site,
annual county-wide teacher
workshop, workshops for
green cleaning, TV ads at
DMV locations, mailing to
licensed dog owners via
county auditor, CSWCD Tech
Tips e-blast (development
community). Possibly gas
pump TV ads, car wash
coupons.

TSS/Sediment

Theme
stormwater pollution
from vehicle
operation &
maintenance, roads &
other paved surfaces,
roadside ditch
management
practices & on-road
sediment tracking
from construction
sites (development
community). Also
addresses community
water resource
concerns about litter
& salinity. Note:
portions apply to
MCM 6 (fleet
vehicles).
Theme 5: Runoff
Reduction – What’s
Your Runoff
Footprint? (2019)
Promotes practices
that reduce
stormwater runoff
volume, such as rain
barrels, rain gardens,
increased tree
canopy, turf
conversion and green
infrastructure
(development
community).

Target
Audience(s)
managers,
parking lot
owners,
residents,
construction
contractors,
land
developers
(developme
nt
community)

Bacteria

Performance Standards: Must use more than one mechanism of delivery to residents. Must use at
least 5 different themes, one of which must be for the development community. Must reach at least
50% of the population by the end of the permit cycle.

Habitat

TMDLs Addressed

Nutrients

Table 1: MCM 1: Public Education and Outreach

X

X

X

Program Evaluation
CSWCD and our community will conduct public opinion and awareness surveys in 2017 and 2019 with
the goal of evaluating public knowledge and awareness of stormwater issues and to what extent the
public has adopted appropriate BMPs .
The Stormwater Manager meets with Cuyahoga SWCD staff at least once annually to review program
goals and progress.
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MCM 2: Public Involvement and Participation
Program Responsibility and Oversight
The Public Service Director is responsible for the overall management and implementation of our public
involvement and public education program. The Service Director reports annually to the Stormwater
Management Committee.
Each year in November, the Stormwater Committee evaluates progress on the public involvement and
participation program. They will review the year’s involvement event(s) for type of target audience
involvement and amount of public participation.
To assist in implementing our public involvement activities under MCM 2, we have entered into a
Memorandum of Understanding with the Cuyahoga Soil and Water Conservation District (CSWCD). This
MOU is attached in the SWMP Exhibit 3. The CSWCD’s Education Program Staff prepares an annual
Outreach Strategy document for our program that outlines the specific involvement events (also listed
in Table 2) they will be assisting us with for year. An example of an Outreach Strategy document from
the CSWCD is included in the SWMP Exhibit 5.
Public Involvement and Participation in the SWMP Process
Our Stormwater Management Committee, comprised of city staff, meets annual to evaluate progress,
review issues, and plan future steps. The Committee gathers and presents public feedback from
residents encountered during daily operations.
The City’s plan to actively involve the public in the development and implementation of our program
involves organizing at least one public involvement event per year to build awareness of local watershed
and stormwater issues and to provide opportunity for anyone to positively impact the watershed. Our
measurable goal is to host a minimum of five public involvement activities over the permit cycle.
The following Council Committees deal with stormwater and related issues in the community:
Environmental Control, Planning & Design, and Streets & Transportation Committees. Concerns raised
at these Committee meetings inform decisions related to target audiences and delivery mechanisms as
outlined in the annual outreach strategies. These Committee meetings are open to the public.
Primary Involvement Audiences and Rationale
As described in our MCM 1 rationale, our primary audience will be homeowners as residential comprises
over 50% of our community’s land use. We will work with individual landowners, homeowner’s
associations, block clubs, other residential groups to help involve our residential population in our
stormwater program. We also believe engaging and involving children in environmental programs is an
important component of sustaining a successful long-term program, so we have established
relationships with local scout troops and work with teachers, troop leaders, and program administrators
at our schools to involve their students in stormwater-related activities.
Involvement Activities and Rationale
During this permit cycle, we will offer a minimum of five public involvement activities as described in
Table 2.
These activities were primarily chosen based on their ability to improve in-stream habitat and reduce
nutrient pollution, excessive stormwater flow, sediment, and low DO/organic enrichment, which are
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MCM 2: PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT AND PARTICIPATION
noted in our Black River, Main Branch TMDLs as issues of concern. Other public involvement activities
not listed below may be included during the permit term to fulfill minimum requirements based on
TMDL applicability, availability of resources and local opportunities. Additional detail is annually
described in the Outreach Strategy provided in January by CSWCD. Events held will be included in the
Annual Report to Ohio EPA.

Flow

DO/Org Enrich

TSS/Sediment

Bacteria

Performance Standards: Must hold a minimum of 5 public involvement and participation
activities over the permit term.
Activity
Schedule and Measurable Goal
Responsible Party

Habitat

TMDLs Addressed
Nutrients

MCM 2: Public Involvement and Participation

Stream Cleanup
Event

At least 1 stream cleanup annually, and we
will track the number of participants

Service Director, CSWCD
Education Program Staff

X X

Build Your Own
Rain Barrel
Workshop

At least 1 rain barrel workshop conducted in
the community, where residents will build a
barrel to install at their residence. We will
track the number of participants
At least 1 rain garden or other sustainable
landscape option, including reduction of
turfed areas, will be installed or
implemented in the community

Service Director, CSWCD
Education Program Staff

X

Service Director, CSWCD
Education Program Staff

X X

X X X

Tree Planting
Event

Conduct at least one volunteer tree-planting
event with students from [local school];
number of participants will be tracked

Service Director, CSWCD
Education Program Staff

X

X

Watershedfriendly lawn
care and
household
cleaners
workshop
Storm Drain
Stenciling

Conduct at least one hands-on workshop,
where participants will create their own
environmentally-friendly lawn care and
household cleaning products for use;
number of participants will be tracked

Service Director, CSWCD
Education Program Staff

X

Conduct at least one storm drain stenciling
event; number of participants and numbers
of storm drains stenciled will be tracked.

Service Director, CSWCD
Education Program Staff

X X X X X

Rain Garden or
Sustainable
Landscape
Installation

X X X
X

X

Public Information for Involvement Opportunities
We primarily inform the public of our involvement and participation events through our community
website and newsletter. The website has an Events page on the main page that is updated as needed by
the city and the site receives many unique visitors a month. Our community e-newsletter includes
upcoming events for the public and is emailed to subscribers on a monthly basis. Other mechanisms,
depending on event, may include event-specific flyers to be handed out at our Homecoming event or
other public gatherings, or distributed at public locations such as the Library or City Hall. Our
community has an educational display set up in our City Hall to display stormwater educational
materials provided by CSWCD, which include the annual poster, newsletters, educational flyers and
brochures, involvement events, and more.

CITY OF NORTH OLMSTED SWMP

11

MCM 2: PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT AND PARTICIPATION
The City’s Service Department maintains a violation reporting hotline. Any relevant complaints are
compiled by the City’s Stormwater Manager and investigated and a report documenting the resolution is
generated and kept on file at the City. The City Engineer and Building Inspector are responsible for any
resulting enforcement action and escalation, such as a notice of violation or a stop work order. Any calls
to CSWCD related to illicit discharge will be routed to the City’s Service Department for follow up and
tracking. CSWCD will assist with illicit discharge outreach as requested by City.
Council Committee meetings are open to the public and announced in accordance with Ohio Revised
Code requirements.
Program Evaluation
The Stormwater Manager meets with Cuyahoga SWCD staff at least once annually to review program
goals and progress and coordinate upcoming events.
CSWCD and our community will conduct public opinion and awareness surveys in 2017 and 2019 with
the goal of evaluating public knowledge and awareness of stormwater issues and to what extent the
public has adopted appropriate BMPs . Individual involvement activities will include a post-activity
survey to gauge whether awareness of stormwater issues increased as a result of the program.

CITY OF NORTH OLMSTED SWMP
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MCM 3: Illicit Discharge Detection & Elimination (IDDE) Program
Our Illicit Discharge Detection and Elimination control measure is designed to keep our storm water
clean by identifying and removing hazardous pollutants that flow into the storm sewer system. Since
storm water is neither treated nor filtered before entering our watershed, it is important to have a
detection and elimination program in place to address illicit discharges. In order for this program to be
effective it must not only detect and eliminate current illicit discharges, but also prevent future illicit
discharges using education, training, and enforcement.
The City of North Olmsted has teamed up with the Cuyahoga County District Board of Health (CCBH) for
assistance in the execution of this program through a Memorandum of Understanding included in
Exhibit 6. The Illicit Discharge Detection and Elimination program is based around the following BMPs:
MCM 3: Illicit Discharge Detection & Elimination
BMP 1: Storm Sewer Mapping – A detailed Legal Authority
map of the city drainage system was
Measurable Goal
prepared and will be updated on an
Responsible Party
ongoing basis. The map includes but is not Rationale Statement
limited to underground piping, inlets,
manholes, outfalls, streams, rivers,
culverts, septic systems, and postconstruction BMPs.
BMP 2: Regulation – The following
Legal Authority
ordinances have been adopted in order to Measurable Goal
prohibit illicit discharges:
CO 911 – Sewers (1984)
CO 913 – Fats, Oils, Grease, etc... (2007)
Responsible Party
CO 917 – Industrial Pretreatment (1984)
CO 919 – Roadside Ditches (1949)
Rationale Statement
CO 931 – Surface Water Drainage (1984)
CO 933 – Illicit Discharge... (2007)
BMP 3: Monitoring & Sampling – Storm
Legal Authority
sewer outfalls are monitored each year.
Measurable Goal
Outfall locations are sampled during dry
periods when it hasn’t rained within the
past 72 hours. Samples are tested for E.
coli and evaluated against water quality
Responsible Party
standards.
Rationale Statement
BMP 4: Source Tracking – Once an illicit
Legal Authority
discharge is detected, the source is tracked Measurable Goal
using the storm sewer map, dye testing,
and televising of sewers as necessary.

CITY OF NORTH OLMSTED SWMP

CO 911, 931, 933
Update Annually
City Engineer
The map can be used as a tool to
track spills or illicit discharges when
detected.
CO 911, 913, 917, 919, 931, 933
Amend existing regulations and
propose new regulations as
needed.
CCBH, Service Director, City
Engineer
Regulations are necessary to
prosecute illicit dischargers and
prevent future illicit discharging.
CO 911, 913, 917, 919, 931, 933
Monitor and sample a minimum of
25 outfalls per year and issue an
annual report of findings to the City
Engineer.
Cuyahoga County Board of Health
Monitoring and sampling is
necessary to check for stormwater
contamination.
CO 911, 913, 917, 919, 931, 933
Trace and eliminate contamination
in outfalls that have severe
contamination.
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Source tracking starts at the contaminated
outfall and proceeds upstream by checking
adjacent manholes for contamination.

Responsible Party
Rationale Statement

BMP 5: Education – Classroom educational
sessions are given to the city employees
on good housekeeping practices as well as
identifying and reporting illicit discharges.

Legal Authority
Measurable Goal

BMP 6: Septic System Inspection –
Inspecting and keeping detailed records of
the 17 household sewage treatment
systems (HSTS) within the City.

Legal Authority
Measurable Goal

CITY OF NORTH OLMSTED SWMP

Responsible Party
Rationale Statement

Responsible Party
Rationale Statement

Cuyahoga County Board of Health
Source tracking is necessary to find
and eliminate the origin of illicit
discharges.
N/A
Provide one employee educational
session per year.
Cuyahoga County Board of Health
Educating the municipal employees
plays and integral role in identifying
and preventing future illicit
discharges.
OEPA NPDES Permit
Inspect and evaluate all of the HSTS
on a routine basis.
Cuyahoga County Board of Health
Inspection is necessary to ensure
the HSTS are properly maintained
and functioning.
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MCM 4: Construction Site Runoff Control
The City of North Olmsted recognizes that construction sites can deposit a significant amount of silt and
sediment in a short period of time. Storm water runoff that is not controlled can negatively impact local
waterbodies by reducing the amount of sunlight that reaches aquatic plants, clogging the gills of fish,
and making underwater navigation difficult.
The following BMPs have been developed to monitor & control runoff from construction sites:
MCM 4: Construction Site Runoff Control
BMP 1: Regulation – Ordinance 927 has
been adopted which regulates land
disturbance by requiring erosion control
measures on construction projects.
Additionally, the ordinance requires the
submittal of stormwater management and
erosion control plans prior to ground being
broken.

Legal Authority
Measurable Goal
Responsible Party
Rationale Statement

BMP 2: Plan Review – All development
plans are reviewed prior to being
approved for permit. Plan review
comments are returned to the developer
and plans are resubmitted until all plan
review comments are addressed.

Legal Authority
Measurable Goal

BMP 3: Inspection – All construction
projects are inspected anywhere from
daily, weekly, or monthly depending on
the site’s priority to ensure that
construction activities are in compliance
with the approved plans and regulations.

Legal Authority
Measurable Goal

BMP 4: Complaint Process – When a
complaint is received a complaint form is
completed and forwarded to the best
inspector or engineer suited to investigate
the complaint. The complaint is also
logged into the monthly complaint report.
Once the complaint has been investigated
and resolved, the course of action is
recorded in the complaint report.

Legal Authority
Measurable Goal

CITY OF NORTH OLMSTED SWMP

Responsible Party
Rationale Statement

Responsible Party
Rationale Statement

Responsible Party
Rationale Statement

CO 927
Continue to monitor OEPA, CSWCD,
CCBH, CPESC, and other agencies
for updates to our ordinance.
City Engineer
Regulation ensures that
construction sites use erosion
control measures to reduce
sediment pollution.
CO 927
Review each plan and ensure an
effective SWPPP is in place prior to
issuing a permit.
City Engineer
Plan reviews ensure that
development plans comply with
city regulations prior to approval
for construction.
CO 927
Inspect each project frequently and
keep detailed inspection records.
Engineering Inspector
Inspection is necessary to ensure
the approved construction plans
are followed by the contractor.
CO 911, 927, 928
Investigate and follow up to resolve
each complaint received in a timely
manner.
City Engineer & Engineering
Inspector
A formal complaint process is an
effective way to investigate
complaints systematically.
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MCM 5: Post-Construction Storm Water Management
The City of North Olmsted is a residential community with a large growing commercial area. The
increased amount of impervious surface associated with these commercial developments increases
storm water volumes and degrades water quality. In order to decrease storm water impacts, developers
must come up with creative designs to treat, store, and infiltrate runoff onsite before it can affect water
bodies downstream.
The City of North Olmsted will be using the following BMPs to manage this minimum control measure:
MCM 5: Post-Construction Storm Water Management
BMP 1: Regulation – Ordinance 928 has
Legal Authority
been adopted which allows development
Measurable Goal
while controlling runoff, reducing damage
to receiving water resources, and
protecting natural drainage and infiltration Responsible Party
characteristics. This regulation also
Rationale Statement
established a set of water quality
standards that must be addressed by
storm water quality controls during site
planning.
BMP 2: Post-Construction Plan Review –
Legal Authority
All development plans are reviewed prior
Measurable Goal
to being approved for permit. Plan review
comments are returned to the developer
and plans are resubmitted until all plan
review comments are addressed.
Responsible Party
Rationale Statement

BMP 3: BMP Inspection & Maintenance –
Permanent post-construction water
quality management systems, including
on-site and off-site treatment/storage
facilities that are constructed, must be
continuously maintained by the owner
into perpetuity. Detailed drawings and
maintenance plans must be provided to
the City and BMP operator before final
construction approval will be given. The
owner must perform one inspection per
year along with a written report that must
be submitted to the City by May 1st of each
year.

CITY OF NORTH OLMSTED SWMP

Legal Authority
Measurable Goal
Responsible Party
Rationale Statement

CO 928
Continue to monitor OEPA, CSWCD,
CCBH, CPESC, and other agencies
for updates to our ordinance.
City Engineer
Regulation is necessary to ensure
that storm water practices are
properly designed, constructed,
and maintained.
CO 928
Review each plan and ensure a
post-construction water quality
control plan is in place prior to
issuing a permit.
City Engineer
Plan reviews ensure that
development plans comply with
city regulations prior to approval
for construction.
CO 928
Ensure that all BMP’s are inspected
and maintained annually with
detailed records.
City Engineer
BMP inspection and maintenance is
necessary to ensure BMP’s are
properly functioning.
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MCM 5: POST-CONSTRUCTION STORM WATER MANAGEMENT
BMP 4: Low Impact Development – During
plan reviews, the City Engineer looks for
opportunities to restore the site to its
natural, pre-developed hydrology rather
than moving storm water off site through
a storm sewer system. These design
schemes should decrease the impact of
storm water while still providing
opportunities for development. Peak
runoff shall be reduced by allowing storm
water to soak into the ground or
evaporate naturally.

CITY OF NORTH OLMSTED SWMP

Legal Authority
Measurable Goal
Responsible Party
Rationale Statement

CO 926 & 928
Analyze each site plan
City Engineer
Analyze each site plan and
encourage low impact
development whenever possible.
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MCM 6: POLLUTION PREVENTION & GOOD HOUSEKEEPING FOR MUNICIPAL OPERATIONS

MCM 6: Pollution Prevention & Good Housekeeping for Municipal Operations
The City of North Olmsted’s Pollution Prevention/Good Housekeeping goal is to reduce pollutant runoff
from municipal operations. It’s important to have a system in place that addresses each of our major
municipal operations individually. See Exhibit 8 for a quick reference guide to Municipal Operations and
Good Housekeeping provided by the CCBH. The following BMPs are in place to address our municipal
operations:
MCM 6: Pollution Prevention & Good Housekeeping for Municipal Operations
BMP 1: Vehicle Maintenance – Our vehicle Legal Authority
OEPA NPDES Permit
maintenance program requires all cityMeasurable Goal
Inspect vehicles once every 3,000
owned vehicles to be regularly inspected
miles and maintenance vehicles per
and maintained. Each vehicle is also
manufacturer’s recommendations.
assigned a specific parking space within
Responsible Party
Maintenance Garage
the maintenance yard making it easier to
Superintendent
source track leaks and spills.
Rationale Statement Regular maintenance and
inspection is necessary to reduce
the amount of oil, grease, and fluid
leaks.
BMP 2: Street Sweeping – Street sweeping Legal Authority
CO 911, 927, 928
is performed regularly between early
Measurable Goal
Closely follow the street sweeping
Spring and late Fall. Each day a different
schedule.
portion of the City’s streets are swept.
Responsible Party
Street Superintendent
Once all of the streets have been swept
Rationale Statement Street sweeping is necessary to
the process repeats itself. Street sweeping
minimize the amount of runoff
waste is collected, weighed, documented,
contamination entering the sewer
and properly disposed of at a nearby
systems.
landfill.
BMP 3: Salt Storage & Usage – The City’s
Legal Authority
OEPA NPDES Permit
salt is stored in a salt dome at the City’s
Measurable Goal
Continue to keep the salt properly
Maintenance Facility which prevents the
stored in the salt dome and
salt from being exposed to rain and
continue to implement the salt
contaminating storm water runoff. The
reduction policy.
amount of salt used is weighed and
Responsible Party
Street Superintendent
recorded at the end of each winter season. Rationale Statement Proper salt storage and reduction
In 2008 a ‘Salt Reduction’ policy was
of salt usage is necessary to
developed and implemented with a goal of
minimize the amount of runoff
20% short-term salt reduction, and 40-50%
contamination.
long-term salt reduction. The policy
prioritizes main routes, intersections,
steep grades, and school zones over less
used routes. The policy also emphasizes
proper equipment maintenance and
calibration.

CITY OF NORTH OLMSTED SWMP
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MCM 6: POLLUTION PREVENTION & GOOD HOUSEKEEPING FOR MUNICIPAL OPERATIONS
BMP 4: Fertilizer, Pesticide, & Herbicide –
The City Forester is licensed by the State of
Ohio to purchase and apply pesticides.
Other City employees are only allowed to
apply pesticides under the supervision of
the City Forester. Most of the herbicide
usage is in planter beds and other
landscaped areas. Lawn and tree chemical
spray is subcontracted out to private
companies. The quantities of chemicals
used each year are recorded.
BMP 5: Storm System Maintenance –
Catch basins, storm sewers, and ditches
are cleaned and replaced in accordance
with the Sewer Maintenance Plan.

Legal Authority
Measurable Goal
Responsible Party
Rationale Statement

Legal Authority
Measurable Goal

Responsible Party
Rationale Statement

BMP 6: WWTP – The City of North Olmsted
operates a wastewater treatment plant
located at 23775 Mastick Road that
discharges into the Rocky River. The
NPDES permit tracking number is
3PD00016MD.

Legal Authority
Measurable Goal

BMP 7: Maintenance Facility – The City of
North Olmsted operates a Maintenance
Facility at 5200 Dover Center Road. The
SWPPP is on file at City Hall.

Legal Authority
Measurable Goal

Responsible Party
Rationale Statement

Responsible Party
Rationale Statement

BMP 8: Employee Training – The City of
North Olmsted teamed up with Cuyahoga
County Board of Health to hold an annual
employee training session based on good
housekeeping procedures.

CITY OF NORTH OLMSTED SWMP

Legal Authority
Measurable Goal
Responsible Party
Rationale Statement

N/A
Only use fertilizer, pesticide, and
herbicide as directed by the City
Forester.
City Forester
Proper usage of fertilizer, pesticide,
and herbicide is necessary to
minimize the amount of runoff
contamination.
CO 911
Strictly follow the
recommendations of the Sewer
Maintenance Plan to keep our
storm system clean and efficient.
Street Superintendent
Regular maintenance of the storm
sewer system will greatly improve
the quality of the stormwater
runoff.
OEPA NPDES Permit
Continue to follow the OEPA NPDES
permit requirements and update
the SWPPP regularly.
WWTP Operations Manager
The WWTP functionality must be in
compliance to ensure the discharge
into the rocky river is not
contaminated.
OEPA NPDES Permit
Closely follow the SWPPP and
update the SWPPP as maintenance
operations change.
Maintenance Garage
Superintendent
The Maintenance Garage SWPPP
ensures that erosion control
practices implemented to prevent
runoff contamination.
OEPA NPDES Permit
Provide one employee educational
session per year.
Cuyahoga County Board of Health
Educating the municipal employees
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MCM 6: POLLUTION PREVENTION & GOOD HOUSEKEEPING FOR MUNICIPAL OPERATIONS

BMP 9: Disposal of Wastes & Recycling –
North Olmsted participates in the Litter
Collection Program offered by the
Cuyahoga County Solid Waste District.
City Hall collects household hazardous
waste, used oil, computers, tires, paper,
cardboard, appliances, and phone books.

Legal Authority
Measurable Goal

BMP 10: Spills – The City of North Olmsted
Fleet Maintenance Department
documents spills of oil and other
hazardous materials. The City of North
Olmsted Fire Department is trained in
HAZMAT procedures. When there is a
HAZMAT incident, the Fire Department
notifies the Pretreatment Coordinator of a
suspected illicit discharge. The
Pretreatment Coordinator inspects and
investigates the illicit discharge with
assistance from the County Board of
Health. The Pretreatment Coordinator will
document the investigation results for
inclusion in the OEPA MS4 Annual Report.

Legal Authority
Measurable Goal

CITY OF NORTH OLMSTED SWMP

Responsible Party
Rationale Statement

Responsible Party
Rationale Statement

plays and integral role in preventing
runoff contamination.
OEPA NPDES Permit
Continue to monitor the amount of
waste collected for reporting with
OEPA MS4 Annual Report.
Cuyahoga County Solid Waste
District
The Litter Collection Program
ensures that solid wastes are
property disposed of or recycled as
necessary.
OEPA NPDES Permit
Continue to document and clean up
all spills in accordance with City
spill response procedures.
Maintenance Garage
Superintendent
A formal spill response procedure is
necessary to ensure spills are
cleaned up in a safe and timely
manner.
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Exhibits
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

Organizational Chart
Notice of Intent (NOI) & Check
MOU with Cuyahoga County Soil & Water Conservation District (CSWCD) – MCM 1 & 2
City E-Newsletter & CSWCD Quarterly Mailer - Samples
CSWCD 2016 PIPE Outreach Strategy - Sample
MOU with Cuyahoga County Board of Health (CCBH) – MCM 3
MS4 Drainage Map
Codified Ordinances
a. 911 – Sewers Generally (1984)
b. 913 – Fats, Oils, Grease Interceptor Installation and Waste Disposal (2007)
c. 917 – Industrial Pretreatment (2012)
d. 919 – Roadside Ditches (1949)
e. 926 – Riparian Setback and Wetland Setbacks (2006)
f. 927 – Storm Water Mgmt & Urban Sediment Pollution Abatement Systems (2016)
g. 928 – Post-Construction Storm Water Management Regulations (2016)
h. 931 – Grading and Surface Water Drainage(1984)
i. 933 - Illicit Discharge and Illegal Connection Control (2007)
9. Complaint Procedure
10. Salt Reduction Policy
11. SWP3 Map – Maintenance Facility
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EXHIBIT 1
Organizational Chart

CITY OF NORTH OLMSTED SWMP

2016-2017
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GANIZATIIONAL C HART

Kevin Kennedy
Mayor
P: 440‐716‐4140
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David Bradt
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Plan Reviiew
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City Engineer
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Dennis Garea
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Davve Wendell
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EXHIBIT 2
Notice of Intent (NOI)
&
Check

CITY OF NORTH OLMSTED SWMP

Account Number:
Account Name:
Post Date:
Amount:

4239695041
Controlled Disbursement
10/15/2014
$200.00

Retrieved: Monday, March 16, 2015 1:49:18 PM
Image On-Demand

Transaction Type:
Seq/Ref#:
Check #:

Checks/Debits
95656638
244834
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EXHIBIT 3
MOU w/CSWCD

CITY OF NORTH OLMSTED SWMP
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EXHIBIT 4
City E-Newsletter
&
CSWCD Quarterly Mailer
Samples

CITY OF NORTH OLMSTED SWMP

December
2016

Upcoming Events:
Celebrate the season with these great holiday events!

North Olmsted Noel
Sunday, December 4th 2pm - 5pm
The North Olmsted Arts Commission’s North Olmsted Noel will take
place on Sunday, December 4th. This event will be held at the North
Olmsted Community Cabin and will feature holiday-themed food
vendors, kids crafts, outdoor games, live musical performances,
reindeer, sled dogs, a bonfire and an appearance by Santa Claus!

Santa Skate - Rec Center
Sunday, December 18th from 6pm - 7:30pm
Join Santa and his live reindeer, our friend Frosty the snowman,
treats, and our DJ playing your favorite holiday tunes for this festive
skate.

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!
City Offices will close at noon on Christmas Eve and New Year Eve
and will be closed all day on Christmas Day and New Year’s Day.
Have a wonderful holiday season!

City of North Olmsted
5200 Dover Center Road, North Olmsted, OH 44070
440.777.8000 - www.north-olmsted.com

Springvale Golf
Course & Ballroom

Service Department

The Springvale Golf
Course & Ballroom is the
perfect location for your
next milestone event!
From wedding
receptions & baby
showers to fundraisers &
golf outings, Springvale
will help you plan an
event that will keep your
guests talking for years
to come! Call 440-7770161 for more details



REPUBLIC Yard Waste collection ends
December 1st



BULK Trash Pickup: Week of December 5th.



Curbside Leaf Collection: Will go through the
week of December 5th. There will be a minimum of
3 passes, starting West to East. Put LOOSE leaves
on tree lawn; no branches, brush, garden waste or
grass clippings. For questions or concerns please
call Three Z Incorporated Customer Service at 216524-6668.

We are currently
booking 2017 leagues,
golf outings, & tee
times! Please call 440777-0678 for more
information!



Household Hazardous Waste: The last collection
of the year will be December 5th - 18th.



Christmas Tree Disposal: Live, undecorated
Christmas trees are collected the first two garbage
days of the year. Artificial trees must be disposed of
during bulk pick up week. Trash will be delayed
for one day the week of Christmas.

Springvale is looking for
talented, motivated, hard
-working individuals to
join their team! We are
looking for applicants in
the following areas:
Course Maintenance,
Custodian, Clubhouse/
Ballroom Cook, and
Building Maintenance.
Applications can be
found at
www.springvalegolfcours
eandballroom.com

Officers of the Year!
Congratulations to Police Officer Pat Scullin &
Firefighter Inspector Jerry Cifranic. Thank you for
your hard work and dedication!

Senior Center
Thursday Entertainment
- December 1st – “Dietician” Stay informed with the North Olmsted Senior Center’s continued education
on Safe & Healthy Eating.
- December 8th – “Frank & Dean” Join us for the first in our Holiday lineup, for a fun & entertaining
afternoon with a memorable “Rat Pack” performance by Frank & Dean!
- December 15th – Christmas Party/Chestnut School Choir - Enjoy a special Christmas celebration
featuring the 50th Anniversary of “The Grinch Who Stole Christmas” complete with Chestnut Elementary School
Choir, cookies and a hot chocolate bar!
- December 22nd – Cleveland Topps Swing Band - Christmas month continues as the Topps Swing Band
brings us the holiday spirit with classic festive melodies.
- December 29th – Logan Wells - Logan Wells closes the holiday lineup with a tribute to all the Country
Christmas favorites. Patsy Kline, Dolly Parton etc. Requests welcome.
Programming For 2017
Mexican Train Dominos “Sign up for a fun, new table game” Monday, January 16th 12:00pm - 2:00pm in
the Atrium - Join a few gamers to learn this fun addition to the Monday card schedule; similar to the
game Dominos. Sign up with Beth.
New Program For 2017 - Tuesday, January 17th 8:30am in the Activity Room “Save the date” for an
exciting new program in the New Year. We will be offering an introductory forum for Sammy’s Self Defense/
Balance Class. This program will take the place of the Health & Wellness time slot for January. A light
breakfast will be provided. Sign up with Beth.
Home Energy Assistance Program (HEAP) Applications for the 2016-2017 heating season are now
available. Qualified individuals and families can receive a one-time annual credit applied directly to their heating
bill. Individuals with an income at or below $20,790/year and couples with an income at or below $28,035/year
may qualify. Please see Tiffany for more information, assistance completing an application, or to pick up an
application. Applications are accepted all winter.
Last Trip for 2016!
Saturday, December 31st Roaring Twenties New Years At Noon - We say Goodbye to 2016 and Hello to
2017 with a special kick-off at Noon on December 31st! We'll head to downtown Cleveland and arrive at the
Metropolitan Hotel at the 9, one of downtown's newest and most elegant hotels. On the bus, you will be
given your special Password to enter "Pappa Joe's Speakeasy" in the Basement. Next, we'll go to "Mamma
Mia's Ristorante" for lunch starting with a 12:00 NOON Toast to welcome Baby New Year! After lunch, we'll
head up to the second floor of the hotel to the intimate, Big Al's Alex Theatre for an afternoon concert
performance of Elvis by Kelvis! We'll complete our day by visiting the Tower City complex where you
can meet Lady Luck at the JACK Casino, see all the holiday decorations of Tower City and/or stop in the
romantic lobby bar of the Renaissance Hotel that looks out over Cleveland's fabulous Public Square. Price is
$69 checks made to JKL Tours. Check in 10:00am. Return 5:00pm.

Recreation Center
Open daily from 5am - 10pm


Winter Freeze Pass Sale! 14 day pass valid from the date of purchase. Available for purchase
until December 26th
 Sunday, December 18th: Annual Santa Skate
 Friday, December 24th (Christmas Eve): Rec Center Closes at 2:30pm
 Saturday, December 25th (Christmas): Rec Center Closed
 Saturday, December 31st (New Years Eve): Rec Center Closes at 2:30pm

Press Releases
North Olmsted Storm Water Projects
NOPEC Announces New Energy Supplier

Annual Cops & Kids Raffle
Saturday, December 10th

Raffle tickets are available at the Police Department. For
every $100 of raffle tickets sold, a Police Officer can take a
child shopping. With the purchase of your ticket you will
have a chance to win a TV, I-pod or $100.00 cash!
Don’t be alarmed if you see police cruisers parading through
the city streets with lights and sirens. The officers will be
taking children to Wal-Mart in North Olmsted for shopping.

COATS FOR KIDS DRIVE
The City of North Olmsted has partnered
with The FBI Citizens Academy
Foundation of Cleveland to put on a Coats
for Kids drive
Drop off new or gently used coats at
North Olmsted City Hall, 5200 Dover
Center Road, during normal business
hours through the beginning of January.
We hope you will join us in our efforts to
provide coats for children who need them
this winter season! If you have any
questions please call Becki in the Mayor’s
Office at (440) 716-4142.

Economic Development News
Ohio Supports Entrepreneurs and Technology Startups: Third Frontier Funds Network to Grow
Innovative Companies In October, the Ohio Third Frontier Commission approved $67.4 million to
help entrepreneurs develop innovative products and grow their technology startup companies. “We are
supporting the problem-solvers and businesses that are building a new Ohio,” said David Goodman,
director of the Ohio Development Services Agency and chair of the Ohio Third Frontier Commission.
“The investment in innovators will continue to create jobs.” Read more here.
WINE, BREW & MORE – New Business Profile
Owners Matt Savon and Raphe Neapolitan took over Wine Brew & More in January of 2016. Their
vision was to offer an amazing selection of craft beer and beautiful wine for their customers to take home
and enjoy. At the same time, their tasting lounge allows customers to select from 12 rotating craft drafts,
or to select from over 300+ single bottles of crafts to open in house. Their wine cliental can enjoy wine
by the glass, or open any bottle of wine in house without the huge markup they will see in other
locations. They also offer a variety of hand selected bourbons and scotch. Wine, Brew & More has food
options that bring imported meats and cheeses to their customers’ table, whether it be one of their
masterfully crafted paninis or a "build your own" charcuterie board that allows customers to indulge in the
highest quality Italian meats and cheeses along with some amazing accompaniments. They are located
at 26880 Brookpark Extension.
News Updates from Regional Partner Organizations - Team NEO – The Future of Public/Private
Partnerships & Capitalism Must Focus on Economic Equality: Ray Leach, CEO of JumpStart Inc.
recently penned a terrific blog in Living Cities where he shared his perspective on the importance of
inclusion and its impact on organizations like his. “Our economic future must now be about doing
significantly more work with high-potential firms and combining intellectual and financial resources at a
significantly more ambitious scale. JumpStart is honing in and doubling down on addressing economic
inequality by taking the same powerful combination of financial and intellectual capital we use to help
tech startups and extending them to a more diverse spectrum of entrepreneurs and small business
owners.” Read more here.
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LAKE ERIE STARTS HERE - Winter Watershed Protection Tips
In spite of a long and warm Fall,
the winter winds are sneaking into
Northeast Ohio. Here are a few tips to
protect your environment during the
coming months.

SALT,
ANIMALS
AND
SNOW
Road salt (sodium chloride) is most
commonly used to remove ice from
roads, parking lots and sidewalks. As
snow and ice melt, road salt is
carried into our lakes, streams
and wetlands where just one
teaspoon can permanently pollute five
gallons of water. Use road salt
wisely and keep your pathways safe by
shoveling the snow during the storm

instead of waiting until the end. The
more you remove, the less salt or
chemical-deicer you will have to use
and the more effective it will be
when you do use it. Adding more
won’t speed up melting, follow label
directions (1 cup per sq. yard) and spread
salt a few inches apart for best results.
Remember, most salt stops working at
or below 15 degrees. An alternative is to
use small amounts of sand for traction,
but remember, sand doesn’t melt and can
become a sediment pollutant if it washes
into streams or storm drains.
Dispose of shoveled snow in
vegetated areas and avoid dumping it into
streets or streams. Gardens can better
absorb snow melt than pavement, so
in the next warm up, less polluted
stormwater runoff will get into our
streams.

Please protect my paws
and Lake Erie!

Don’t forget your animals! Cover their
feet and/or wash them off after a walk.
Contents in road salt can burn their
paws. If you have nuisance wildlife,
use non-toxic alternatives instead of
chemical pesticides to reduce indoor
and outdoor chemical use. Use
boric acid, a low-toxicity mineral or
bait boxes to keep winter wildlife out of
your home versus chemicals that can
have negative health impacts on
humans, indoor pets and water quality.

Have a safe and happy winter knowing you are keeping the health of your watershed in mind. For more
tips to keep your watershed healthy throughout the year, visit our website at www.cuyahogaswcd.org

And the winner is........
Recently the Ohio Environmental
Education Fund (OEEF) reviewed over 50
completed grant projects from the years
2011 - 2015. Eleven were selected
as outstanding projects. Two involved
work done by the Cuyahoga Soil & Water
Conservation District staff. OEEF is
publishing a booklet promoting the
chosen projects to future applicants and the
general public.
Cuyahoga
SWCD’s
Rocky
River
Watershed
Program
was
awarded $16,031 to create a WatershedFriendly Stream Maintenance Manual for
communities struggling with stream
issues such as eroding stream banks,
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clogged culverts, and debris jams. The
manual was distributed along with a
series of workshops and field days. Find
the manual at http://www.cuyahogaswcd.org/programs/watershed-friendly-stream-maintenance-guide-for-communities.
The Northeast Ohio Public Involvement
and Public Education (NEO PIPE) work
group was awarded $21,900 to create sets
of banner displays and an accompanying
brochure with stormwater pollution
solution messages used across Northeast
Ohio. Seven agencies from NEO PIPE
collaborated on this grant including
Cuyahoga SWCD.
1

Watershed-Friendly
Stream Maintenance
for Communities

From the Upper
Reaches to Lake
Erie’s Beaches:
A Banner Year
for Nonpoint
Source Pollution
Solutions

www.cuyahogaswcd.org

EUCLID CREEK WATERSHED NEWS
Euclid Creek 2nd Annual
Watershed Summit Recap
Although the program has been around
for 16 years, our 2nd annual Watershed
Summit on October 6 was a success with
over 50 partners attending to hear about
how the Watershed is doing in 2016.
The purpose of the Summit was to gather
the Watershed Council and Committee
members, Friends of Euclid Creek (FOEC)
members, partner agency representatives
and the community to learn more about
the program and to hear annual program
highlights.
Mayfield Village’s Mayor Bodnar welcomed
the group to their brand new, beautiful
Community Room and then updates were
provided on the Euclid Creek Watershed
Council, FOEC, and the Watershed
Program. Jenn Grieser, keynote speaker
from Cleveland Metroparks, discussed
restoration efforts to convert Acacia
Reservation from its former golf course life
to a natural ecosystem and public park. This
project is the largest restoration project to
take place at the headwaters of the Main
Branch of Euclid Creek. Restoration
construction started on a section of Euclid
Creek in October.

Volunteer of the Year
award presented to
Mary K. Evans

For the first time, an award was presented
on behalf of the Euclid Creek Watershed
Program partners to recognize Mary K.
Evans, a volunteer who has contributed
countless hours to the Euclid Creek
Volunteer Monitoring Program. Mary K.’s
volunteer water monitoring work began
in 2006. With her chemistry and teaching
background, she has been an invaluable
resource to the monitoring program. She’s
helped train other volunteer monitors and,
with the help from pal Lillian Houser, has
monitored at the Highland Picnic Area site
at Euclid Creek Reservation 132 times over
the past 10 years, making 1,320 stream
observations! Our Watershed Program
would be nothing without dedicated
volunteers like Mary K.

We hope to see you at our Watershed
Summit in November of 2017!

ROCKY RIVER WATERSHED NEWS
Reforest the Rocky
The act of planting a tree has long been
associated with caring for the earth. In
the context of our mostly urban, suburban
and agricultural Rocky River Watershed,
that simple act is especially important. No
matter where they are planted, trees provide
tangible environmental benefits – they
regulate
temperature,
enhance
air
quality and capture and slow rain water,
reducing runoff. Trees planted in the
riparian zone next to creeks and rivers
deliver even more benefits. Their roots
hold soil in place, anchoring streambanks,
and they shade the creek, keeping water
temperatures in a suitable range for
aquatic critters. Essentially, a vegetated
riparian buffer protects people and
property from the creek while protecting the
creek from human activities on the land.
The resiliency that trees provide to our
urban ecosystem will continue to increase
in importance as we adapt to the changing temperature and precipitation patterns
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associated
with
climate
change.
And because the best time to plant a tree
was 20 (or perhaps 40) years ago, it is also
important to maintain and protect
existing forested areas, as much as possible,
for the health of our watershed and our
communities.

Friends of
Euclid Creek
Ready for the
Next 15 Years!
Friends of Euclid Creek’s 15 year
anniversary has been impressive and fun
to say the least. Not only did FOEC host
seven hikes in the watershed, totaling 15
miles, but they sponsored the Day in the Life
of Euclid Creek event and the 2nd annual
Watershed Summit in 2016.
Organizationally, FOEC has had an
outstanding year as well. FOEC recruited
six new board members and thanked four
board members stepping down for their
considerable years of service to Friends.
With the new Board, a committee
structure was implement with committees
for Conservation, Membership, Education
and Fundraising. Members of the Board are
chairing these new committees, but outside
expertise and input is encouraged. So if you
have interest in serving FOEC, but have
limited time to commit to a Board position,
serving on a committee would be a huge help
and we welcome fresh ideas and expertise.
Email friendsofeuclidcreek@gmail.com if
you are interesed in serving FOEC.

THANK YOU FROM
CUYAHOGA SWCD
AND ON BEHALF
OF THE MONARCHS
From Sept. 1 - Oct. 30,
soil and water conservation
districts across Ohio collected
common milkweed seed pods.
These seeds will be processed
and prepared for planting.
Our collection container was
overflowing! Thank you!

Troop 192 from St. Francis de Sales Church in
Parma planted trees in the riparian zone
adjacent to Baldwin Creek this Fall.

“The best time to plant a
tree was 20 years ago.
The second best time is now”
Chinese Proverb
2
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CUYAHOGA SWCD 67TH ANNUAL MEETING
On October 19, 2016, Cuyahoga Soil &
Water Conservation District held its 67th
Annual Meeting and Supervisor Election at
the Ohio Aerospace Institute in Brookpark,
OH.
This event was co-sponsored by
the Rocky River Watershed Council.
Two candidates ran for one open seat on
our Board of Supervisors. Congratulations to
Whitnye Long on her election to the Board.
Thank you to Howard Maier for your service
on the board for the past three years.

Whitnye Long
will serve on the
Board of Directors
from 2017 - 2019

CONSERVATION HEROES

A highlight of the Annual Meeting each year is presenting the
awards to our conservation heroes. Congratulations and thank
you for being a champion for our environment.

COOPERATOR OF THE YEAR

BROOKLYN CENTRE NATURALISTS

Brooklyn Centre Naturalists have become
part of the National Wildlife Federation’s
efforts to inspire Americans to protect
wildlife for our children’s future and in an
ongoing effort to connect today’s youth
with wildlife. They are passionate about
using natural and sustainable practices
to grow a variety of native plants, which
provides beneficial habitat to animals,
especially to pollinators. Brooklyn Centre
Naturalists has invited the public to assist in
activities that improve the neighborhood’s
aesthetics.

Janine Rybka and Representative
Bill Patmon with Cooperators of
the Year, Gloria Ferris and Sharon
Martynowski from the Brooklyn
Centre Naturalists.

EDUCATOR OF THE YEAR

COLLEEN SLIWINSKI - Fairview Park High School

Jared Bartley,
Rocky River
Watershed
Coordinator

Rocky River Watershed Coordinator
Jared Bartley provided updates on
water quality and watershed planning
in the watershed, and presented on
recently
completed
projects
and
initiatives.
Educator
of
the
Year,
Colleen
Sliwinski,
a
Biology
and
Environmental
Science
teacher
at
Fairview High School, and her students, gave
a presentation about their involvement
with the Coe Creek Streambank Restoration
project. Students were involved with preand post-project monitoring, riparian
reforestation and the development of
interpretive signage.
Colleen Sliwinski
and her students
from Fairview
Park High School
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Roger Biemel Education Award
Colleen promotes sustainable practices
to her students and has engaged them in
diverse learning styles that are practical,
thought-provoking and engaging to
increase understanding of their connection
to the Rocky River watershed’s health and
that of the environment. Her students
conduct stream monitoring on Coe Creek,
a tributary to the Rocky River to assess the
Verna Biemel with
Educator of the Year,
water quality and current conditions of
Colleen Sliwinski
water that flows directly into Lake Erie.

CONSERVATIONIST OF THE YEAR
LEE GASE

Lee is a committed leader and role model
dedicated to protecting the county’s
natural resources. He has been a strong
and steady voice for the environment with
his involvment with Friends of Euclid
Creek, Greenwood Farm and currently
serves on the Westlake Green Team. Lee
was instrumental in collecting historical
information to allow for naming one of
Euclid Creek’s tributaries and he works
unselfishly for clean water, wildlife and
the protection of natural resources in
Cuyahoga County.
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Conservationist of the
Year, Lee Gase, with
Elizabeth Hiser and
Janine Rybka
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HELP FOR URBAN FARMERS

Oh, the challenges associated with
urban agriculture: No previous “farming”
experience, tired, worn out or maybe
contaminated soils, challenges obtaining
permits for the land or water, variable
weather and no blueprint for success.
Most people probably don’t equate
Cuyahoga County or Cleveland as a hub
for agriculture, and no wonder. When
the Cuyahoga SWCD was established
in 1949, Cleveland’s population was
nearly 1 million and the county was 50%
developed. In 2016, the population has
plummeted to fewer than 400,000 and
thousands of vacant lots are scattered
throughout the city’s core.
Fortunately, Clevelanders are tough
and industrious. Thanks to local
and
national
initiatives,
urban
agriculture pioneers seized the opportunity
to buy or adopt vacant parcels to expand
community gardens and to develop
urban farms. The federal USDANatural Resources Conservation Service’s
funding for the Seasonal High
On the Land | Fall 2016

of pounds of colorful, fresh produce. His
bounty included varieties of tomatoes,
peppers and squash, as well as specialty
Justin Husher
and a sample of items like ground cherries and Mexican
Mexican sour sour gherkins. Old Husher’s Farm doesn’t
exist at this time, but growing is still a
gherkins
passion, as Justin has established paw paw
groves here and in Athens, Ohio.
Justin has degrees in botany
and business management.
That
combined with his growing skills and
Tunnel initiative was instrumental in
experience will serve him well in his new
encouraging beginning farmers to work
role. He has a great challenge and
the land. To date, 80 high tunnels have
opportunity to provide a tool kit that will
been built, however some are much more
help beginning farmers. Over the next
productive than others and guidance is
few months, Justin will have his boots on
needed.
the ground. He is already meeting with
This past spring, the Cuyahoga SWCD
stakeholders and future collaborators to
applied and was awarded grant funds
get a better understanding of the needs
from the National Association of
and identify gaps in current programs that
Conservation Districts to aid nascent
can be filled to help urban agriculture in
urban agriculture initiatives.
Justin
Cleveland to thrive. Welcome Justin!
Husher, himself an urban farmer, was
hired to provide guidance to beginning
farmers. Justin farmed two vacant lots on
Cleveland’s west side and sold thousands
4
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EXHIBITS

EXHIBIT 5
CSWCD 2016 PIPE Outreach Strategy
Sample

CITY OF NORTH OLMSTED SWMP

North
h Olmstted
Storm
m Water Public Educattion
& Public Involve
I
PIPE) Prrogram
ment (P
2016 Outrreach Strategy
y
2016 Ove
erall Them
me: Lake Eri
rie Starts He
ere – Everyoone lives in a watershed
d, and in Cuyyahoga
County eve
eryone lives in the Lake Erie
E watershe
ed. Because
e of this wate
ershed conne
ection, our acctivities
at home, at
a school at work
w
and thrroughout the community directly impa
act not only Lake Erie, but also
our local waterways.
w
Outreach and involvem
ment activitiess will identiffy this conne
ection and p
provide
recommendations and opportunities
s to make a positive
p
wate
ershed impacct to various ttarget audien
nces.

Theme Rationale

The comm
munity’s surfa
ace water ressources are iimpaired by tthe effects off urban
and suburrban developm
ment, includin
ng storm water and nonpo
oint pollution. Runoff
from impe
ervious surfaces such as rooftops, pa
arking lots, rroads and evven the
compacted lawn soils we
w find in new
wer housing d
developmentss flows directlyy to the
w
carries it directly to the nearest creek or rive
er. This
nearest sttorm drain, which
runoff con
ntains lawn ca
are chemicalss such as ferttilizers, pesticcides and herrbicides
that have a negative im
mpact on wate
er quality and
d aquatic ecossystems. Sin
nce this
esn't get the opportunity
o
to soak into the
e soil as it wo
ould on more natural
water doe
surfaces, more water gets into ourr local creekss and rivers faster than itt would
nt and timing of rainwater entering our creeks
naturally. This change in the amoun
mbank erosion
n and flash flo
ooding.
leads directly to stream

Overall Goa
al

The goal is to build awareness
a
off watershed a
and storm w
water issues, and to
water quality by reaching 10% of
trigger behavior change that positivvely impacts w
w a targeted
d message ((so as to reach 50% overr the 5the city’s population with
mit term). Ev
valuation of o
overall impacct will be don
ne at the end
d of the
year perm
permit term
m.

Community
y Watersheds

ver, Black Riv
ver (French Crreek), Frontal Lake Erie Trributaries
Rocky Riv

er (French Crreek): Dissolvved Oxygen, B
Bacteria
Black Rive
Additionally the Rocky River a nd Cahoon--Frontal Lakke Erie Trib
butaries
ds are listed as impaired
d for siltation
n, organic e
enrichment/disssolved
watershed
oxygen, nutrients and channel
c
altera
ation on the sstate’s 303d list.
Approved Total
T
Maximum Daily
D
Loads
(TMDLs)
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o impairmentt include onsiite sewage diisposal systems, stream cchannel
Sources of
modificatio
on, urban run
noff, and land developmentt/suburbaniza
ation.

Public
c Educattion
Message 1:
Be a good neighbor in
n your waters
shed! Conve
erting turf a
areas to trees, shrubs, w
wildflowers or
prairie grasses and/or changing tu
urf managem
ment practice
es to reduce
e chemical in
nputs lead to
o
improved soil
s health, increased rain water infilltration and rreduced pollution from tturf runoff.
Furthermo
ore, properly managing and
a maintain
ning existing stormwaterr control mea
asures ensu
ures
that they fu
unction prop
perly to treat runoff and protect
p
our w
watersheds a
and Lake Errie.

Rationale

Commercia
al and institutional properrties with rela
atively large impervious ssurface
and turf areas have equally
e
large relative con
ntributions to
o watershed health.
b
the amo
ount of runoff and the con
ncentration off pollutants, ssuch as
Reducing both
nutrients, sediment
s
and bacteria, in tthe runoff from
m these large
e properties rreduces
their negative impact on water qualityy in local wate
erways as we
ell as Lake Eriie.
eek): Dissolve
ed Oxygen, Ba
acteria
Black Riverr (French Cre

Approved TMDLs
T
Addressed

s Addressed: ssiltation, orga
anic enrichme
ent/dissolved
Non-TMDL Impairments
oxygen, nutrients

Measureab
ble Goal

At least 10%
% of Homeow
wners Associa
ations and Co
ommercial/Insstitutional pro
operties
contacted will request additional in
nformation orr assistance,, and at lea
ast one
ers Associatio
on and/or one
e Commercia
al/Industrial prroperty will adopt at
Homeowne
least one new
n
watershe
ed-friendly ma
anagement prractice, includ
ding turf/greenspace
manageme
ent changes or
o stormwaterr control meassure maintena
ance. At leasst 5% of
registered landscapers will
w attend sto
ormwater conttrol maintenance training.

Target Audience

Homeowne
ers
Associa
ations,
Professiona
al Landscape
ers

Delivery Me
ethods

All Homeo
owners Assoc
ciations and at least ha
alf of all com
mmercial/instittutional
properties greater tha
an 3 acres in size willl receive ta
argeted inforrmation
al materials, presentations
p
s, individual cconsultations)) related to re
educing
(educationa
their runofff footprint an
nd properly m
maintaining sttormwater co
ontrol measurres. All
landscaperrs registered with the co
ommunity w
will be invited
d to a train
ning on
stormwaterr control meas
sure maintena
ance.

Tracking Te
echnique

Number an
nd percent off Homeowne
ers Associatio
ons and Com
mmercial/Instittutional
properties to
t whom edu
ucational matterials are se
ent, and numb
ber of Homeowners
Association
ns and Commercial Instittutional properties that fo
ollow-up or rrequest
additional information,
i
and
a
that ado
opt new man
nagement pra
actices. Num
mber of
registered landscapers that attend stormwater control measure mainte
enance
training.

Evaluation Technique

Number off Homeownerrs Association
ns and Commercial/Indusstrial properties that
ast one new watershed-frie
w
endly manage
ement practicce.
adopt at lea

Public Involvement
Componentt?

Yes – poten
ntial voluntee
er planting opp
portunities.
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Co
ommercial/Insstitutional

P
Property

O
Owners,

Message 2:
Cutting Co
orners in you
ur lawn can save
s
time, money
m
and th
he environm
ment! By esta
ablishing na
ative
plants alon
ng fence row
ws, lawn corn
ners, existing landscape
e beds and h
hard to mow
w areas, we ccan
both impro
ove the qualiity of our run
noff and redu
uce the amo
ount of runofff from our property.

Rationale

Approved TMDLs
T
Addressed

While individual reside
ential propertties don’t havve the same impact as a single
larger commercial pro
operty, reside
ential properrties as a w
whole represe
ent the
largest de
eveloped land
d use in mostt urban and suburban wate
ersheds. Re
educing
both the amount
a
of run
noff and the cconcentration
n of pollutantss, such as nu
utrients,
sediment and bacteria
a in the runo
off from resid
dential prope
erties, reduce
es their
negative impact on watter quality in llocal waterwa
ays as well ass Lake Erie.

Black Rive
er (French Crreek): Dissolvved Oxygen, B
Bacteria
Non-TMD
DL Impairmentts Addressed : siltation, org
ganic enrichm
ment/dissolved
d
oxygen, nutrients

Measureab
ble Goal

At least 10
0% of the com
mmunity will b
be reached w
with the messa
age. Addition
nally, at
least 5% of residential property o
owners reached by the message will seek
additional information, and at least 1
1% of residen
ntial property owners reach
hed will
adopt a re
ecommended practice.

Target Audience

Residentia
al property ow
wners.

Delivery Me
ethods

-Will inclu
ude placeme
ent of theme
e-based posster and distribution of printed
education
nal materials at city hall, p
placement off articles in ccity newslette
ers and
Cuyahoga
a SWCD new
wsletter, and o
on city and Cu
uyahoga SWC
CD websites.
-Targeted mailing of brrochure/fact ssheet to 10% of city’s popu
ulation
-Workshops and prese
entations.
-A page on
o the Cuyahoga SWCD
D website willl be devoted
d to the them
me. All
materials, as well as additional
a
info
ormation and guidance wiill be housed at this
site. All outreach ma
aterials will direct reade
ers to this p
page for additional
informatio
on.
-Cutting Corners/Pollin
C
nator Pockett seed/plant kits will be available fo
or sale
through Cuyahoga
C
SW
WCD.

Tracking Te
echnique

Number of
o educational materials disstributed, num
mber of prese
entations/worrkshops
held, and the number of residents that visit the
e page on the
e Cuyahoga SWCD
website devoted speciffically to the t heme.

Evaluation Technique

-Number and
a percent of
o residential households rreached.
-Residentt response to outreach ma
aterials and activities, as m
measured by emails,
phone callls and websitte hits.
-Number and percent of residentss adopting prractices, as measured byy direct
r
and
d sales of “C
Cutting Corne
ers/Pollinator Pocket” see
ed/plant
resident response
kits.

Public Involvement
Componentt?

Yes – potential volunte
eer planting op
pportunities.
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Message 3:
We all live
e in a waters
shed and ou
ur actions on
o the land d
directly affecct the qualitty of our water.

Rationale

areness of local
l
watersh
hed and nonpoint sourcce pollution issues.
Builds awa
Changes in
n attitudes, knowledge
k
a
and awarenesss are necesssary precurssors to
behavioral change and best manage
ement practicce implementtation, which in turn
d reductions, changes in rrunoff and disscharge qualiity, and ultima
ately to
lead to load
changes in
n water qualitty (adopted ffrom USEPA Evaluating tthe Effectiven
ness of
Municipal Stormwater
S
Programs
P
fact sheet, Janua
ary 2008, pub
blication # EP
PA 833F-07-010).

Black Riverr (French Cre
eek): Dissolve
ed Oxygen, Ba
acteria
Approved TMDLs
T
Addressed

Measureab
ble Goal

ed: siltation, organic e
enrichment/disssolved
Non-TMDL Impairmentts Addresse
nel alteration
oxygen, nutrients, chann
-One teach
her from the local school district will p
participate in an annual tteacher
workshop.
ation will be given to one ccivic, scout or student group in the comm
munity.
-A presenta
At least 5%
% of those reached by the m
message will seek addition
nal information.

Target Audience

General public, teachers
s/students.
students - Ann
nual county-w
wide teacher w
workshop.
Teachers/s

Delivery Me
ethods

ublic - Will inc
clude placem
ment of theme
e-based poste
er and distribu
ution of
General Pu
printed edu
ucational materials at city hall, placeme
ent of articless in city newsletters
and Cuyaho
oga SWCD newsletter, an d on city and Cuyahoga S
SWCD website
es.
-Targeted mailing
m
of brochure/fact sh eet to 10% off city’s popula
ation
-Workshops
s and presentations.
-A page on the Cuyah
hoga SWCD website will be devoted to the them
me. All
a well as ad
dditional info rmation and guidance willl be housed at this
materials, as
site. All outreach
o
matterials will d
direct readerrs to this p
page for additional
information.

students - Num
mber of worksshops and wo
orkshop particcipants.
Teachers/s
Tracking Te
echnique

ublic - Numb
ber of presen tations and a
attendees, nu
umber of bro
ochures
General Pu
and newsle
etters distribu
uted. Respo
onse to outre
each materialls and activitties, as
measured by
b emails, phone calls and
d website hits.

Evaluation Technique

Workshop and presenta
ation sign-in sheets. Pre
e/post evaluations at workkshops.
Website hitts.

Public Involvement
Componentt?

Yes – strea
am cleanup, rain
r
barrel wo
orkshop, storm
m drain stencciling and/or rriparian
tree planting events.
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Public Involvem
ment
(one or mo
ore of these activities willl be implemented)

Activity 1: Stream Cleanup

Rationale

Builds awa
areness of lo
ocal watersh ed and its iissues, provides opportun
nity for
anyone to positively im
mpact watersh
hed. Chang
ges in attitud
des, knowledg
ge and
awareness are neces
ssary precu
ursors to b
behavioral cchange and BMP
implementa
ation, which in turn lead to load red
ductions, cha
anges in runo
off and
discharge quality,
q
and ultimately to ch
hanges in wa
ater quality (ad
dopted from U
USEPA
Evaluating the Effectiv
veness of M
Municipal Sto
ormwater Pro
ograms fact sheet,
January 20
008, publicatio
on # EPA 833
3-F-07-010).
Supports Public
P
Educatiion Message 3: We all live
e in a watershed and our actions
on the land directly affec
ct the quality o
of our water.

Approved TMDLs
T
Addressed

Black Riverr (French Cre
eek): Dissolve
ed Oxygen
Non-TMDL Impairments
s Addressed: ssiltation, nutrients, channe
el alteration

Measureab
ble Goal

At least one
e stream clea
anup per yearr, with at leastt 10 participan
nts.

Target Audience

The genera
al public and
d users of th e river/waterrshed resourcces – fishing
g clubs,
canoeists/k
kayakers, hike
ers, scouts an
nd birders.

Tracking Te
echnique

Number off stream cle
eanups, num
mber of partticipants, and
d amount off trash
removed.

Evaluation Technique

Sign–in she
eets to indicate number off participants, count of trassh removed (#
# bags,
weights, tru
uckloads, etc.).

Page 5

Activity 2:
2 Rain Barre
el Installation
n

Rationale

Builds awa
areness of lo
ocal watersh ed and its iissues, provides opportun
nity for
anyone to positively im
mpact watersh
hed. Chang
ges in attitud
des, knowledg
ge and
awareness are neces
ssary precu
ursors to b
behavioral cchange and BMP
implementa
ation, which in turn lead to load red
ductions, cha
anges in runo
off and
discharge quality,
q
and ultimately to ch
hanges in wa
ater quality (ad
dopted from U
USEPA
Evaluating the Effectiv
veness of M
Municipal Sto
ormwater Pro
ograms fact sheet,
January 20
008, publicatio
on # EPA 833
3-F-07-010).
Supports Public
P
Educatiion Message 3: We all live
e in a watershed and our actions
on the land directly affec
ct the quality o
of our water.

Approved TMDLs
T
Addressed

Black Riverr (French Cre
eek): N/A
Non-TMDL Impairments
s Addressed: nutrients

Measureab
ble Goal

At least one
e Rain Barrell Workshop w
will be conduccted in the City. Each parrticipant
will construct a rain barre
el to install att his/her resid
dence.

Target Audience

Homeowne
ers

Tracking Te
echnique

Number of workshops, number
n
of parrticipants, num
mber of rain b
barrels installe
ed.

Evaluation Technique

Sign–in she
eets to indicatte number of workshops, p
participants and barrels.

Page 6

Activity 3:
3 Watershed
d-friendly La
andscaping: Rain Garde n Installation
n and/or Susstainable
Lawnscape Installation
n
While indiv
vidual residen
ntial propertie
es don’t havve the same impact as a single
larger comm
mercial prope
erty, residenti al properties as a whole rrepresent the largest
developed land use in most
m
urban an
nd suburban watersheds. Reducing b
both the
amount of runoff and th
he concentrattion of polluta
ants, such as nutrients, se
ediment
and bacteria, in the runo
off from reside
ential properties reduces their negative impact
on water qu
uality in local waterways ass well as Lake
e Erie.

Rationale

Supports Public
P
Education Message 1: Be a good neighbor in yyour watershe
ed!
Converting turf areas to trees, shrubss, wildflowers or prairie gra
asses and/or
changing tu
urf manageme
ent practices to reduce che
emical inputss lead to impro
oved
soil health, increased rain water infiltrration and red
duced pollutio
on from turf ru
unoff.
Furthermorre, properly managing
m
and maintaining e
existing storm
mwater contro
ol
measures ensures
e
that they
t
function properly to trreat runoff and
d protect our
watersheds
s and Lake Errie.
Supports Public
P
Education Message 2: Cutting Co
orners in yourr lawn can savve
time, mone
ey and the env
vironment! B y establishing
g native plantts in along fen
nce
rows, lawn corners, exis
sting landscap
pe beds and h
hard to mow a
areas we can
n both
improve the
e quality of ou
ur runoff and reduce the am
mount of runo
off from our
property.

Approved TMDLs
T
Addressed

Black Riverr (French Cre
eek): Dissolve
ed Oxygen
Non-TMDL Impairments
s Addressed: ssiltation, nutrients, channe
el alteration

Measureab
ble Goal

At least 2 city
c residents
s will install ra
ain gardens o
or other susta
ainable landsscapes,
including re
eduction of turfed areas.

Target Audience

Homeowne
ers.

Tracking Te
echnique

Number off technical assistance
a
offfered to hom
meowners re
egarding wate
ershedfriendly lan
ndscaping te
echniques. N
Number of ra
ain gardens and/or sustainable
lawnscape installations.

Evaluation Technique

Rain garden and hom
meowners in
ncorporating watershed-frriendly landsscaping
techniques.
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Activity 4:
4 Tree Plantting

Rationale

Builds awa
areness of lo
ocal watersh ed and its iissues, provides opportun
nity for
anyone to positively im
mpact watersh
hed. Chang
ges in attitud
des, knowledg
ge and
awareness are neces
ssary precu
ursors to b
behavioral cchange and BMP
implementa
ation, which in turn lead to load red
ductions, cha
anges in runo
off and
discharge quality,
q
and ultimately to ch
hanges in wa
ater quality (ad
dopted from U
USEPA
Evaluating the Effectiv
veness of M
Municipal Sto
ormwater Pro
ograms fact sheet,
January 20
008, publicatio
on # EPA 833
3-F-07-010).
Supports Public
P
Educatiion Message 3: We all live
e in a watershed and our actions
on the land directly affec
ct the quality o
of our water.

Approved TMDLs
T
Addressed

Black Riverr (French Cre
eek): Dissolve
ed Oxygen, Ba
acteria
Non-TMDL Impairments
s Addressed: ssiltation, nutrients, channe
el alteration

Measureab
ble Goal

Conduct at least one tree-planting evvent.

Target Audience

Residents, businesses, community
c
orrganizations.

Tracking Te
echnique

Number of events, numb
ber of particip
pants, numberr/area of treess planted.

Evaluation Technique

Sign–in she
eets, photos, and maps/oth
her documents as approprriate.
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Activity 5:
5
Watershed
d-friendly law
wn care and household cleaners
c
wo
orkshop.

Rationale

While indiv
vidual residen
ntial propertie
es don’t havve the same impact as a single
larger comm
mercial prope
erty, residenti al properties as a whole rrepresent the largest
developed land use in most
m
urban an
nd suburban watersheds. Reducing b
both the
amount of runoff and th
he concentrattion of polluta
ants, such as nutrients, se
ediment
and bacteria, in the runo
off from reside
ential properties reduces their negative impact
on water qu
uality in local waterways ass well as Lake
e Erie.
Supports Public
P
Educattion Message
e 2: Cutting Corners in yyour lawn ca
an save
time, mone
ey and the en
nvironment! By establish
hing native pllants in along
g fence
rows, lawn corners, exis
sting landsca pe beds and hard to mow
w areas we ca
an both
improve th
he quality of our runoff a
and reduce the amount of runoff fro
om our
property.

Approved TMDLs
T
Addressed

Black Riverr (French Cre
eek): Dissolve
ed Oxygen
Non-TMDL Impairments
s Addressed: nutrients

Measureab
ble Goal

Conduct at least one wo
orkshop, reach
hing at least 1
10 residents.

Target Audience

Residents.

Tracking Te
echnique

Number of workshops co
onducted, nu mber of particcipants.

Evaluation Technique

Workshop evaluations/fe
e
eedback.
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EXHIBITS

EXHIBIT 6
MOU W/CCBH

CITY OF NORTH OLMSTED SWMP

EXHIBITS

EXHIBIT 7
MS4 Drainage Map

CITY OF NORTH OLMSTED SWMP

EXHIBITS

EXHIBIT 8
Codified Ordinances
911 – Sewers Generally
913 – Fats, Oils, Grease Interceptor Installation & Waste Disposal
917 – Industrial Pretreatment
919 – Roadside Ditches
927 – Stormwater Management & Urban Sediment Pollution
Abatement Systems
928 – Post-Construction Storm Water Management Regulations
931 – Grading and Surface Water Drainage
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TITLE THREE - Utilities
Chap. 911. Sewers Generally.
Chap. 913. Fats, Oils, Grease Interceptor Installation and
Waste Disposal.
Chap. 915. User Charge System.
Chap. 917. Industrial Pretreatment.
Chap. 919. Roadside Ditches.
Chap. 921. Water Regulations.
Chap. 926. Riparian Setbacks and Wetland Setbacks.
Chap. 927. Storm Water Retention System.
Chap. 928. Post Construction Storm Water Management
Regulations.
Chap. 929. Underground Utility and Communications Systems.
Chap. 931. Grading and Surface Water Drainage.
Chap. 933. Illicit Discharge and Illegal Connection Control.

CHAPTER 911
Sewers Generally
911.01
911.02
911.03
911.04
911.05
911.06
911.07
911.08

911.09
911.10
911.11

Purpose and policy.
Organization.
Definitions.
Two sewer systems.
Use of public sewers required.
Private sewage disposal.
Building sewers and
connections.
Sewer connections: tap-in
fee for properties not
previously assessed; permit,
fee and penalty.
Sewer connections: tap-in
permit, fee and penalty.
Sewer connections: tap-in
permit, for Olmsted Township.
Limiting sewer connections.

911.12 Use of public sewers.
911.13 Storm sewer connection and
appurtenances; fees.
911.14 Pretreatment of wastes
for public sewers.
911.15 Injury of sewage works.
911.16 Powers and authority of
inspectors.
911.17 Fees credited to Sewer
Revenue Fund or Building
Department Fund.
911.18 Grievances and appeals.
911.19 Disconnection of downspouts or yard drains
to sanitary sewers.
911.20 Sewer connections: tap-in
deposit.
911.99 Penalty.

CROSS REFERENCES
Compulsory sewer connections - see Ohio R.C. 729.06
Regulations to control house sewers and connections - see Ohio R.C. 29.51
Interference with sewage flow - see Ohio R.C. 4933.24
Household sewage disposal systems - see OAC Ch. 3701-29

911.01 PURPOSE AND POLICY.
(a)
Chapter 911 provisions shall apply to Chapters 911, 915, 917, and 919.
2015 Replacement
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(b)
The purpose of Chapters 911, 915, 917 and 919 is to establish guidelines
concerning the sanitary and storm sewers in the City. These guidelines are further needed
because the City operates a sewer treatment facility and for the following additional reasons:
the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permit held by the City outlines
parameters regarding the characteristics of wastewater that may be introduced to the public
waters which need to be embodied in the Codified Ordinances of this City; there are certain
Environmental Protection Agency and certain State and Federal agency guidelines which
require wastewater treatment systems to operate effectively in collecting and treating
wastewater in order to meet established standards; any Federal grants supporting operations or
aspects of wastewater treatment require that policy and standards be set forth in City
ordinance.
(c)
This chapter further provides for the regulation of discharges into the City
wastewater system through the enforcement of administrative regulations. This chapter does
not provide for the recovery of operations, maintenance or replacement costs of the sewage
disposal system or the costs associated with the construction of collection and treatment
systems used by industrial discharges, in proportion to their use of the sewage disposal system,
which are the subject of Chapter 917.
(Ord. 84-40. Passed 4-26-84.)
911.02 ORGANIZATION.
Guidelines and standards required by Section 911.01 are embodied in this chapter and
in Chapters 915, 917, and 919.
(Ord. 84-40. Passed 4-26-84.)
911.03 DEFINITIONS.
The following definitions shall apply to Chapters 911, 915, 917, and 919.
(1)
"Act" means the Federal Water Pollution Control Act, also known as the Clean
Water Act, as amended, 33 U.S.C. 1251, et seq.
(2)
"Applicable pretreatment standard" means any pretreatment limit or prohibitive
standard, Federal and/or local, deemed to be the most restrictive, with which
nondomestic users are required to comply.
(3)
"Approval authority" means the Ohio Environmental Protection Agency or the
United States Environmental Protection Agency.
(4)
"Assigned unit" means the measurement of a connection based on flow. One
unit is equal to 1,000 cubic feet (Mcf).
(5)
"Authorized representative of industrial user" means:
A.
A president, secretary, treasurer or vice president of a corporation, or;
B.
A general partner or proprietor if the industrial user is a partnership or
proprietorship respectively, or;
C.
A duly authorized representative of the above if the authorization is
previously made in writing to the Superintendent by a person listed in
subsections (5)A. or B. hereof.

2013 Replacement

15

Sewers Generally
(6)

(7)

(8)

(9)

(10)
(11)

(12)
(13)
(14)

(15)

(16)
(17)

911.03

"Average monthly discharge limitation" means the highest allowable average of
daily discharges over a calendar month, calculated as the sum of all daily
discharges measured during a calendar month divided by the number of daily
discharges measured during the month.
"Average weekly discharge limitation" means the highest allowable average of
daily discharges over a calendar week, calculated as the sum of all daily
discharges measured during a calendar week divided by the number of daily
discharges measured during that week.
"Beneficial uses" includes, but is not limited to, domestic, municipal,
agricultural and industrial use, power generation, recreation, aesthetic
enjoyment, navigation and the preservation and enhancement of fish, wildlife
and other aquatic resources or reserves, and other uses, both tangible and
intangible, as specified by State and Federal law.
"Biochemical oxygen demand" (BOD) means the quantity of oxygen utilized in
the biochemical oxidation of organic matter under standard laboratory procedure
in five days at twenty degrees Centigrade expressed in terms of weight and
concentration, milligrams per liter (mg/l). Laboratory procedures shall be in
accordance with the latest edition of Standard Methods for the Examination of
Water and Wastewater, as defined in subsection (83) hereof.
"Building Commissioner" or "Building Administrator" means the Building
Commissioner of the City, or his authorized deputy, agent or representative.
"Building drain" means that part of the lowest horizontal piping of a drainage system
which receives the discharge from soil, waste and other drainage pipes inside the walls
of a building and conveys it to the sewer, beginning outside the inner face of the
building wall.
"Building sewer" means the extension from the building drain to the municipal sewer
or other place of disposal.
"Capital cost" means that portion of the cost of the sewage treatment system which is
directly attributable to the cost of principal and interest obligations issued to finance
acquisition and construction of the wastewater system.
"Chemical oxygen demand" (COD) means the quantity of oxygen utilized in the
chemical oxidation of organic matter under standard laboratory procedures, expressed
in terms of parts per million by weight in accordance with procedures set forth in
Standard Methods as defined in subsection (83) hereof.
"Chlorine requirement" means the amount of chlorine, in parts per million by weight,
which must be added to sewage to produce a specified residual chlorine content, or to
meet the requirements of some other objectives, in accordance with procedures set
forth in Standard Methods as defined in subsection (83) hereof.
"City" means the City of North Olmsted, Ohio.
"City Engineer" means the City Engineer of the City, or his duly authorized agent or
representative.
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"Commercial user" for purposes of system charges, means any aggregation of
space, office, laundry, restaurant, stores, shops, apartments and other like units,
which is equipped with one or more water fixtures draining into the wastewater
disposal system, separate and distinct from other users of service. In office
buildings or other premises containing more than one tenant, only those tenants
shall be classified as users of service who occupy space equipped with a distinct
opening or fixture or set of fixtures for the use of water separately from other
tenants and with waste draining into the water disposal system.
"Compatible pollutant" means the BOD, TSS, pH and fecal coliform bacteria,
plus additional pollutants identified in the City's NPDES permit if the treatment
works was designed to treat such pollutants, and in fact does remove such
pollutants to a substantial degree.
"Composite sample" should contain a minimum of eight discrete samples taken
at equal time intervals over the compositing period or proportional to the flow
rate over the compositing period. More than the minimum number of discrete
samples will be required where the wastewater loading is highly variable.
"Control manhole" means a structure which provides access to a building sewer.
A control manhole may be used as an inspection chamber and may contain a
certain testing equipment.
"Cooling water" means the water discharge from any use such as airconditioning, cooling or refrigeration, or during which the only constituent
added to the water is heat.
"Daily discharge" means the discharge of a pollutant measured during a calendar
day or any twenty-four hour period that reasonably represents the calendar for
purposes of sampling.
"Easement" means an acquired legal right of the specific use of land owned by
others.
"U.S. Environmental Protection Agency" or "EPA" means the United States
Environmental Protection Agency and may also be used, where appropriate, as a
designation for the administrator or other duly authorized official of such
agency.
"Ether-soluble matter" means oil and grease which is soluble in ether, as
measured in the laboratory procedure made in accordance with the method set
forth in Standard Methods, as defined in subsection (83) hereof.
"Fecal coliform" means any number of organisms common to the intestinal tract
of man and animals, whose presence in sanitary sewage is an indicator of
pollution.
"Floatable oil" means oil, fat or grease in a physical state, such that it will
separate by gravity from wastewater by treatment in an approved pretreatment
facility.
"Garbage" means the residue from the preparation and dispensing of food, and
from the handling, storage and sale of produce.
"Government user" means any user discharging wastewater from premises utilized
by public political units, including Federal, State, County and City units.
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"Grab sample" means a sample which is taken from a waste stream on a onetime basis with no regard to the flow in the waste stream and without
consideration of time.
"Grease and oil" means a group of substances including hydrocarbons, fatty
acids, soaps, fats, waxes, oils or any other material that is extracted by a solvent
from an acidified sample and that is not volatilized during the laboratory test
procedures. Greases and oils are defined by the method of their determination
in accordance with Standard Methods as explained in subsection (83) hereof.
"Grease and oil of animal and vegetable origin" means substances that are of a
less readily biodegradable nature such as are discharged by meatpacking,
vegetable oil and fat industries, food processors, canneries and restaurants.
"Grease and oil of mineral origin" means substances that are less readily
biodegradable than grease and oil of animal or vegetable origin, and are derived
from a petroleum source. Such substances include machinery lubricating oils,
gasoline station wastes, petroleum refinery wastes and storage depot wastes.
"Ground garbage" means the residue from the preparation, cooking and
dispensing of food that has been shredded to such a degree that all particles will
be carried freely in suspension under the flow conditions normally prevailing in
public sewers with no particle greater than one-half inch in any dimension.
"Incompatible pollutant" means any pollutant which is not a compatible pollutant
as defined in subsection (19) hereof.
"Industrial user" means a person who discharges to the City's wastewater
disposal system liquid, solid or gaseous wastes resulting from the processes
employed in industrial or manufacturing activities, or from the development,
recovering or processing of any natural source.
"Industrial waste" means any liquid, solid or gaseous substance or form of
energy, or combination thereof, resulting from any process of industrial,
commercial, governmental and institutional concerns, manufacturing, business,
trade or research, including the development, recovery or processing of natural
resources, or from sources other than those generating waste as defined in
subsection (49) hereof.
"Industrial waste permit" means a formal permit to deposit or discharge
industrial waste into any sanitary sewer, as issued by the City.
"Influent" means the water, together with any waste that may be present,
flowing into a drain, sewer, receptacle or outlet and then to the sewage
treatment plant.
"Institutional user" means any person discharging wastewater from premises
serving educational, social or eleemosynary purposes, including, but not limited
to, private schools, hospitals, nursing homes and charitable organizations.
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"Interference" means inhibition or disruption of the sewage treatment processes
or operations which contributes to a violation of any requirements of the City's
NPDES permit. The term includes prevention of sewage sludge use or disposal
by the treatment plant in accordance with Section 405 of the Act (33 U.S.C.
1345) or any criteria, guidelines or regulations developed pursuant to the Solid
Waste Disposal Act, the Clean Air Act, the Toxic Substance Control Act or
more stringent State criteria, including those contained in any State sludge
management plan prepared pursuant to Title IV or the Solid Waste Disposal Act,
applicable to the method of disposal or use employed by the City.
"Maximum daily discharge limitations" means the highest allowable daily
discharge.
"Municipal sewer" means one in which all owners of abutting properties have
equal rights, and which is controlled by the City.
"National Categorical Pretreatment Standard" or "Categorical Pretreatment
Standard" means national pretreatment standards as promulgated by the
U.S.E.P.A. specifying quantities or concentrations of pollutants, or pollutant
properties, which may be discharged or introduced into the City's wastewater
disposal system by specific industrial dischargers or industrial users.
"National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Permit" means a
permit issued by the State or EPA pursuant to the Act for the purpose of
regulating the discharge of sewage, industrial wastes and other wastes under the
authority of Section 402 of the Act, into the navigable waters of the United
States.
"Natural outlet" means any outlet into a watercourse, pond, ditch, lake or other
body of surface or ground water.
"New source" means any source of wastewater from which the discharge of
wastewater is commenced after the publication of regulations prescribing an
applicable National Categorical Pretreatment Standard or any building,
structure, facility or installation meeting the requirement for a new source of
Sec. 403.3 of the "General Pretreatment Regulations for Existing and New
Sources", and:
A.
It is constructed at a site at which no other source of discharge to the
City's wastewater disposal system is located, or
B.
It totally replaces the process of production equipment that causes the
discharge of pollutants at any existing source, or
C.
Its processes are substantially independent of an existing source at the
same site.
"Normal domestic sewage" means wastewater characterized by wastes created in
the preparation of foods, bathing, laundry facilities and sanitary facilities, i.e.,
resulting from normal living functions conducted in a domicile. Normal
characteristics are considered to be a loading of 200/1 BOD and 250/1 TSS per
capita.
"On-site treatment facilities" means any sewage treatment facilities located at the
site where wastewater is being generated, when such facilities are for the
purpose of treating or pretreating the generated wastewater before it enters the
public sewer.
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"Operation and maintenance costs" means the current, reasonable and necessary
costs of operation and maintenance of the wastewater disposal system, paid or
incurred, determined in accordance with generally accepted accounting
principles, including replacement costs, but excluding payments of principal and
of interest on obligations issued to finance the costs of acquisition and
construction of the wastewater disposal system.
"Parts per million (ppm)" means a weight-to-weight ratio. The parts per million
value multiplied by the factor 8.345 shall be equivalent to pounds per million
gallons of water. Milligrams per liter (mg/1) is a synonymous term.
"Pass through" means the discharge of pollutants through the POTW into the
receiving stream in quantities or concentrations which are a cause in whole, or
in part, of a violation of any requirement of the POTW's NPDES permit
(including an increase in the magnitude or duration of a violation).
"Person" means any and all persons, natural or artificial, including any
individual, firm, company, Municipal or private corporation, partnership,
copartnership, joint stock company, trust, association, institution, enterprise,
governmental agency, the State of Ohio, the United States of America or other
legal entity, or their representatives, agents or assigns. The masculine gender
shall include the feminine, the singular shall include the plural where indicated
by the context.
"pH" means the logarithm, base ten, of the reciprocal of the hydrogen ion
concentration expressed in moles per liter. It shall be determined by one of the
procedures outlined in Standard Methods, as defined in subsection (83) hereof.
"Pollutant" means the dredged spoil, solid waste, incinerator residue,
wastewater, garbage, wastewater sludge, munition, wrecked or discarded
equipment, rock, sand, cellar dirt and industrial, Municipal, commercial,
domestic and agricultural waste discharged into water.
"Pollution" means an alteration of the quality of the waters of the State by waste
to a degree which unreasonably affects such waters for beneficial uses or
facilities which serve such beneficial uses. Pollution is the manmade or maninduced alteration of the chemical, physical, biological and radiological integrity
of water.
"Premises" means any piece of real estate having one or more sewers which
may be connected either individually or through a common sewer and directly
or indirectly to the wastewater disposal system.
"Pretreatment" means the process of reducing the amount of pollutants,
eliminating pollutants or altering the nature of pollutant properties in wastewater
introducing such pollutants into the City's wastewater disposal system. The
reduction, elimination or alteration may be obtained by physical, chemical or
biological processes, process changes or other means, except as prohibited by
Chapters 911 to 927.
"Pretreatment Coordinator" means the person in charge of the City's industrial
pretreatment program, and any other provision of Chapter 917 or responsible
for other duties as assigned by the Superintendent.
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"Pretreatment requirements" means any substantive or procedural requirements
related to pretreatment, other than a national pretreatment standard imposed on
an industrial user.
"Properly shredded garbage" means the wastes from the preparation, cooking
and dispensing of food that have been shredded to such a degree that all particles
will be carried freely, under the conditions normally prevailing in Municipal
sewers, with no particle greater than one-half inch in any dimension.
"Publicly owned treatment works" (POTW) means all publicly owned, City
owned, facilities for the collection, treatment and disposal of wastewater.
"Public sewers" means a sewer provided by or subject to the jurisdiction of the
City. It also includes sewers within or outside the City boundaries that serve
one or more persons and ultimately discharge to the City sanitary sewer system,
even though these sewers may not have been constructed with City funds.
"Receiving stream" means the watercourse, stream or body of water receiving
the waters finally discharged from the wastewater treatment plant.
"Reimbursable expenses" means those costs incurred by the City which are
passed on to the users of the POTW on whose behalf the expenses were
incurred. Included will be such items as sampling costs and laboratory fees.
"Replacement" means any expenditures for obtaining and installing equipment,
accessories or appurtenances which are necessary during the useful life of the
treatment works to maintain the capacity and performance for which such works
were designed and constructed. Also known as "equipment replacement costs."
"Residential user" for the purposes of system charges, means any aggregation of
space or area occupied as a residence and generating domestic wastewater. In
multi-use premises, only those divisions of the building utilized as domicile will
be considered residential users.
"Sanitary sewer" means a sewer which carries wastewater and to which storm,
surface and ground waters are not intentionally admitted.
"Service Director" means the Director of Public Service of the City, or his
authorized deputy, agent or representative.
"Sewage" means the water-carried human, animal and household wastes in
public or private drain, and may include ground water infiltration, surface
drainage and industrial wastes.
"Sewage disposal system" means all facilities for collection, pumping, treating
and disposing of sewage and industrial waste, and it includes sewerage, as well
as the sewage treatment facilities. This shall not include plumbing inside or in
connection with building services or service sewers from a building to the street
lateral.
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"Sewage treatment plant" means an assemblage of devices, structures and
equipment for treatment of sewage and industrial waste.
"Sewer" means a pipe or conduit for carrying wastewater.
"Sewerage" means the system of sewers and appurtenances for the collection,
transportation and pumping of sewage and industrial waste.
"Sewer service charge" means the charge imposed upon all users receiving
services from the City's sewage disposal system in a total amount sufficient to
pay the costs of the system. Sewer service charge may consist of a capital
charge, a user charge and a surcharge.
"Shall" is mandatory; "may" is permissive.
"Significant industrial user" means:
A.
Except as provided in subsection (78)B. hereof, "significant industrial
user" includes:
1.
All industrial users subject to categorical pretreatment standards;
and
2.
Any other industrial user that discharges an average of 25,000
gallons per day or more of process wastewater to the POTW;
contributes a process wastestream which makes up five percent
(5%) or more of the average dry weather hydraulic or organic
capacity of the POTW treatment plant; or has a reasonable
potential, in the opinion of the Service Director, to adversely
affect the POTW's operation or for violating any pretreatment
standard or requirement.
B.
The Service Director may, at any time, on his own initiative or in
response to a petition received from an industrial user, determine that a
noncategorical industrial user is not a significant industrial user if the
industrial user has no reasonable potential to adversely affect the
POTW's operation or for violating any pretreatment standard or
requirement.
"Significant noncompliance" or "SNC" means a condition in which an industrial
user is, at any time during a twelve-month period, in violation of one or more of
the following criteria:
A.
Chronic violations of wastewater discharge limits, defined here as those
in which sixty-six percent (66%) or more of all of the measurements
taken during a six-month period exceed (by any magnitude) the daily
maximum limit or the average limit for the same pollutant parameter.
B.
Technical review criteria (TRC) violations, defined here as those in
which thirty-three percent (33%) or more of all of the measurements for
each pollutant parameter taken during a six-month period equal or
exceed the product of the daily maximum limit or the average limit
multiplied by the applicable TRC (TRC=1.4 for BOD, TSS, fats, oil
and grease, and 1.2 for all other pollutants except pH).
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Any other violation of a pretreatment effluent limit (daily maximum or
longer term average) that the Service Director has determined caused,
alone or in combination with other discharges, interference or pass
through (including endangering the health of POTW personnel or the
general public).
D.
Any discharge of a pollutant that has caused imminent endangerment of
human health, welfare or to the environment or has resulted in the
POTW's exercise of emergency authority to halt or prevent such a
discharge.
E.
Failure to meet, within ninety days after a schedule date, a compliance
schedule milestone contained in a wastewater discharge permit or
enforcement order for starting construction, completing construction or
attaining final compliance.
F.
Failure to provide, within thirty days after the due date, required reports
such as baseline monitoring reports, ninety-day compliance reports,
periodic self-monitoring reports and reports on compliance with
compliance schedules.
G.
Failure to accurately report noncompliance.
H.
Any other violation or group of violations which the Service Director
determines will or has adversely affected the operation or implementation
of the City's pretreatment program.
"Sludge" means any solid, semi-solid or liquid waste generated by a Municipal,
commercial or industrial wastewater treatment plant, water supply treatment plant or air
pollution control facility, or any other waste having similar characteristics and effects as
defined in standards issued under Section 402, 405 of the Act and in the applicable
requirements under Sections 3001, 3004 and 4004 of the Solid Waste Disposal Act (PL
94-580).
"Slug" means any discharge of water, sewage or industrial waste which, in
concentration of any given constituent or in quantity of flow, exceeds for any period of
longer duration than fifteen minutes more than five times its average hourly
concentration or flow, or which would cause, in whole or in part, the POTW to violate
the NPDES permit limitations.
"Standard Industrial Classification (SIC)" means the classification of industries pursuant
to the Standard Industrial Classification Manual issued by the Executive Office of the
President, Office of Management and Budget, 1972, assigning a code, SIC Code,
denoting the manufacturing process.
"Standard Methods" means the laboratory procedures set forth in the most recent
edition of Standard Methods for the Examination of Water, Sewage and Industrial
Wastes, published jointly by the American Public Health Association, the American
Water Works Association and the Federation of Sewage and Industrial Wastes
Associations.
"Storm sewer" or "storm drain" means a public sewer and public ditch which carries
storm, surface and ground water drainage, but excludes sewage and industrial wastes.
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"Stormwater runoff" means that portion of rainfall that is drained into the
sewers.
"Superintendent" means the person in charge of the wastewater treatment
system, or his authorized deputies, agents or representatives, as may be
designated by him to supervise and enforce the provisions hereof.
"Surcharge" means the assessment in addition to the service charge which is
levied on those persons whose wastes are greater in strength than the
concentration values established as representative of normal sewage.
"Suspended Solids" (TSS) means solids that either float on the surface of, or are
in suspension or will settle in water, sewage or industrial waste, and which are
removable by a laboratory filtration device. Quantitative determination of
suspended solids shall be made in accordance with procedures set forth in
Standard Methods, as defined in subsection (83) hereof.
"Total solids" means the sum of suspended and dissolved solids.
"Toxic amounts" means concentrations of any pollutant or combination of
pollutants which, upon exposure to or assimilation into any organism, will cause
adverse effects such as cancer, genetic mutations and physiological
manifestations, as defined in standards issued pursuant to Section 307(a) of the
Act.
"Toxic pollutants" means those substances referred to in Section 307(a) of the
Act as well as any other known potential substances capable of producing toxic
effects.
"Treatment plant" (See sewage treatment plant).
"Unpolluted water" or "unpolluted liquid" means any water or liquid containing
none of the following: free or emulsified grease or oil; acids or alkalides;
substances that may impart taste, odor or color characteristics; toxic or
poisonous substances in suspension, colloidal state or solution; odorous or
otherwise obnoxious gases. It shall not contain more than 2,500 parts per
million by weight of dissolved solids and no more than ten parts per million
each of TSS or BOD. Analytical determinations shall be made in accordance
with procedures set forth in Standard Methods as defined in subsection (83)
hereof.
"Upset" or "operating upset" means an exceptional incident in which a
discharger unintentionally and temporarily is in a state of noncompliance with
the standards set forth in this chapter hereto due to factors beyond the
reasonable control of the discharger, and excluding noncompliance to the extent
caused by operational error, improperly designed treatment facilities, inadequate
treatment facilities, lack of preventive maintenance or careless or improper
operation thereof.
"User" means a person that discharges, causes or permits the discharge of
wastewater into the sewerage system.
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"User charge" means the fee imposed upon all users serviced by the sewage
disposal works of the City in a total amount sufficient to pay the costs of
operation and maintenance, including the costs of replacement of equipment in
the wastewater disposal system.
(97) "User class" means a group of users that discharges, causes or permits the
discharge of wastewater with similar characteristics into the sewerage system.
All users classified as commercial, governmental, industrial, institutional and
residential users comprise, respectively, commercial user class, governmental
user class, industrial user class, institutional user class and residential user class.
(98) "Volatile organic matter" means the material in the sewage solids transformed to
gases or vapors when heated at 500 degrees Centigrade for fifteen to twenty
minutes.
(99) "Wastewater" means the liquid and water-carried industrial or domestic wastes
from dwellings, commercial buildings, industrial facilities and institutions,
together with any ground water that may be present, whether treated or
untreated, which is discharged into or permitted to enter the City's wastewater
disposal system.
(100) "Wastewater treatment plant" (See sewage treatment plant).
(101) "Watercourse" means a channel in which a flow of water occurs, whether
continuously or intermittently.
(102) "Waters of the State" means all streams, lakes, ponds, watercourses, waterways,
wells, springs, reservoirs, aquifers, irrigation systems, drainage systems and all
other bodies or accumulations of water, surface or underground, natural or
artificial, public or private, which are contained within, flow through or border
upon the State or any portion thereof.
(Ord. 91-95. Passed 8-20-91.)
911.04 TWO SEWER SYSTEMS.
The City operates two separate sewer systems:
(a)
Storm Sewer System. This system takes stormwater, unpolluted, from the
community through appropriate outlets into the public waters of the State.
(b)
Sanitary Sewer System. This system carries polluted wastewater to the City
wastewater treatment plant where it is processed using modern technological
methods to meet State and Federal standards for quality as effluent from the City
wastewater treatment plant.
(Ord. 84-40. Passed 4-26-84.)
911.05 USE OF PUBLIC SEWERS REQUIRED.
(a)
No person shall place, deposit or permit to be deposited, in any unsanitary
manner on public or private property within the City or in any area under the jurisdiction of
the City, any human or animal excrement, garbage or other matter which is or may become
offensive, noxious or dangerous to the public health.
(b)
No person shall discharge to any natural outlet within the City or any area under
the jurisdiction of the City, any sewage or other polluted waters, except where suitable
treatment has been provided in accordance with subsequent provisions of this chapter.
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(c)
Except as hereinafter provided, no person shall construct or maintain any privy,
privy vault, septic tank, cesspool or other facility intended or used for the disposal of sewage.
(d)
The owner of any houses, buildings or properties used for human occupancy,
employment, recreation or other purposes, situated within the City and abutting on any street,
alley or right of way in which there is now located or may in the future be located a public
sanitary sewer of the City, is hereby required at his expense to install suitable toilet facilities
therein and to connect such facilities directly with the sanitary sewer, in accordance with the
provisions of this chapter, within 180 days after date of official notice to do so, provided that
such sanitary sewer is within 250 feet of a property line of such house, building or other
property used for human occupancy and abutting on any street, alley or right of way within the
City.
(Ord. 84-40. Passed 4-26-84.)
911.06 PRIVATE SEWAGE DISPOSAL.
(a)
Where a public sanitary sewer is not available under the provisions of Section
911.05, the building sewer shall be connected to a private sewage disposal system complying
with the provisions of this section.
(b)
The type, capacities, location and layout of a private sewage disposal system
shall comply with all recommendations of the State Department of Public Health. No permit
shall be issued for any private sewage disposal system employing subsurface soil absorption
facilities where the area of the lot is less than 12,000 square feet. No septic tank or cesspool
shall be permitted to discharge into any public sewer natural outlet.
(c)
Before commencement of construction of a private sewage disposal system the
owner shall first obtain a written permit signed by the Service Director. The application for
such permit shall be made on a form furnished by the City, which the applicant shall
supplement by any plans, specifications and other information deemed necessary by the Service
Director. A permit and inspection fee of fifty dollars ($50.00) shall be paid to the Service
Director at the time the application is filed.
(d)
A permit for a private sewage disposal system shall not become effective until
the installation is completed to the satisfaction of the Service Director. He shall be allowed to
inspect the work at any state of construction and, in any event, the applicant for the permit
shall notify the Service Director twenty-four hours prior to the time when the work is ready for
final inspection and before any underground portions are covered. The inspection shall be
made within forty-eight hours of the receipt of the notice by the Service Director.
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(e)
When a public sewer becomes available to a property served by a private
sewage disposal system, as provided in Section 911.05 (d), the building sewer shall be
connected to such sewer within 180 days of official notice in compliance with this chapter and
any septic tanks, cesspools and similar private sewage disposal facilities shall be cleaned of
sludge and removed or abandoned and filled with suitable material in accordance with the
requirements of the State Department of Public Health.
(f)
The owner shall operate and maintain the private sewage disposal facilities in a
sanitary manner at all times, at no expense to the City.
(g)
No statement contained in this section shall be construed to interfere with any
additional requirements that may be imposed by the County Health Officer.
(Ord. 84-40. Passed 4-26-84.)
911.07 BUILDING SEWERS AND CONNECTIONS.
(a)
No unauthorized person shall uncover, make any connections with or opening
into, use, alter or disturb any public sewer or appurtenance thereof without first obtaining a
written permit from the Service Director.
(b)

There shall be two classes of building sewer permits:
(1)
For residential and commercial service; and
(2)
For service to establishments producing industrial wastes.
In either case, the owner or his agent shall make application on a special form furnished
by the City. The permit application shall be submitted with any plans, specifications or other
information considered pertinent in the judgment of the Service Director.
(3)
Permit and inspection fees for a sanitary sewer connection or building
sewer shall be as follows:
A.
Each sanitary sewer connection:
1.
For residential or commercial service
$50.00
2.
For service to establishments
producing industrial wastes
subject to the requirements
of Chapter 917
60.00
B.
Each ten lineal feet or fraction
thereof building sewer
10.00
C.
Each manhole, inspection chamber,
sampling chamber or similar
structure
50.00
Such fees shall be paid to the City at the time the application is filed.
The building sewer permit shall be issued to the applicant upon approval of plans
submitted for such construction. Construction involving openings or excavations in any street,
boulevard, avenue or other public place in the City shall be pursuant to Chapter 901.
Construction shall be made in accordance with the plans approved by the City Engineer for
such construction which plans shall thereafter remain on file with the City Engineering
Department as a permanent public record.
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In no case shall such work be commenced and prosecuted unless such permit is issued
and is on the premises of and in the possession of the person doing the work authorized by the
permit. Each permit shall give the correct name and number of house, building or
establishment and the lot or sublot upon which the same is located for the work provided for in
the permit. Information shall be so stated on the permit as to sufficiently define by description
the premises to be so served and clearly delineate the location of the premises to be so served
upon the map of the City's sewage system.
(c)
All costs and expenses incident to the installation and connection of the building
sewer shall be borne by the owner. The owner shall indemnify the City for any loss or
damage that may directly or indirectly be occasioned by the installation of the building sewer.
(d)
In the case of industrial waste permits, the owner shall provide at his expense a
sampling manhole installed between the building and the public sewer connection and shall
further provide a list of all chemicals used, manufacturing processes used and composition of
the effluent to be discharged, to the Service Director. The owner shall comply with all
additional requirements set forth in Chapter 917.
(e)
A separate and independent building sewer shall be provided for each unit of a
condominium building consisting of three units or less, and for every building, except that
where one building stands at the rear of an existing building, other than a condominium, on an
interior lot and no private sewer is available or can be constructed to the rear building through
an adjoining alley, court, yard or driveway, the building sewer from the front building may be
extended to the rear building and the whole considered as one building sewer.
(f)
Old building sewers may not be used in connection with new buildings.
No more than one building sewer may be tied into a riser from the sewer main.
(g)
The connection of the building sewer into the public sewer shall conform to the
requirements as established by the County Sanitary Engineering Department, or by the
ordinances of the City, whichever is more restrictive.
(h)
The size, slope, alignment and materials of construction of a building sewer and
the methods to be used in excavating, placing of the pipe, jointing, testing and backfilling the
trench shall all conform to the requirements as established by the County Sanitary Engineering
Department, or by the ordinances of the City, whichever is more restrictive. All trenches shall
include a clay or concrete collar to serve as an anti-seep cut-off wall to prevent migration of
groundwater from the public sewer trench to building footer drains.
(i)
Whenever possible, the building sewer shall be brought to the building at an
elevation below the basement floor. In all buildings in which any building drain is too low to
permit gravity to the public sewer, sanitary sewage carried by such building shall be lifted by
an approved means and discharged to the building sewer. The basement floor of a house or
building shall be not less than five feet above the top of the sanitary sewer pipe where the
building sewer connects to the public sewer unless the sewage is lifted by an approved means.
The basement floor of a house or building shall be not less than one foot above the top of the
storm sewer pipe or other approved drainage outlet unless the storm drainage system is
equipped with a sump pump with an approved surface relief valve. A surface relief valve may
not be added to an existing system unless the City Engineer approves the condition of the
existing storm connection to the public storms sewer.

2015 Replacement

911.08

STREETS, UTILITIES AND PUBLIC SERVICES CODE

26

(j)
No person shall make connection of roof downspouts, exterior foundation drains,
runaway drains or other sources of surface runoff or groundwater to a building drain which in
turn is connected directly or indirectly to a public sanitary sewer.
(k)
The applicant for the building sewer permit shall notify the Service Director
twenty-four hours before commencement of construction of the building sewer. The
construction of the building sewer and the connection to the public sewer shall be made under
the supervision of the Service Director or his representative.
(l)
All excavations for building sewer installations shall be adequately
guarded with barricades and lights so as to protect the public from hazard. Streets, sidewalks,
parkways and other public property disturbed in the course of the work shall be promptly
restored in a manner satisfactory to the City.
(Ord. 97-103. Passed 12-22-97.)
911.08 SEWER CONNECTIONS: TAP-IN FEE FOR PROPERTIES NOT
PREVIOUSLY ASSESSED; PERMIT, FEE AND PENALTY.
(a)
Tap-In Charge Required. Except in the case of property owned by the City, no
person, corporation, partnership or association whatsoever shall connect any building or other
structure either directly or indirectly with a sewer included in the sanitary sewer system for the
purpose of discharging sanitary sewage and industrial wastes therefrom, as prescribed by the
Service Director, the construction of which was commenced after the dates set forth in
subsection (b) hereof, without first depositing in cash, or by certified check payable to the
City, a tap-in charge determined in accordance with the provisions of subsection (b) hereof.
(b)
Schedule of Tap-In Charge Rates. The Service Director shall not issue a permit
for the purpose described in subsection (a) hereof until the applicant for such permit shall have
deposited in cash, or by certified check payable to the City, a tap-in charge to be determined in
accordance with the following schedules, which are based upon standard costs of constructing a
sewer designed to provide immediate local sewer service, except in the case of those sewers for
the sanitary sewer system where an aggregate assessment equivalent to the cost of constructing
an eight-inch sewer, less the City's portion of such cost, has been levied or will be made
pursuant to appropriation proceedings.
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SCHEDULE A
(Residential)
For sanitary sewers constructed after February 8, 1965, and prior to the date established
in Schedule C hereof:
Single-family residence.
For single-family residence
location lots where the frontage
exceeds sixty feet, an additional
charge of $15.00 per foot for each
foot in excess of sixty feet.
Multiple-family residences,
including apartments

For multiple-family residences
located on lots where the frontage
exceeds 120 feet, an additional
charge of $15.00 per foot for each
foot in excess of 120 feet.

$900.00 base charge

$800.00 base charge for each family unit if
there are not more than two family units;
$775.00 base charge for each family unit if
there are more than two but not more than
four family units, and $750.00 for each
family unit if there are more than four family
units.

SCHEDULE B
(Commercial and Industrial Establishments)
For sanitary sewers constructed after February 8, 1965 and prior to the date established
in Schedule D hereof, except as hereinafter provided, the following tap-in charges shall be
applicable depending upon the size of the water meter installed or to be installed:
Water Meter Size (Inches)
5/8
$ 900.00
3/4
1,350.00
1
2,025.00
1-1/2
3,600.00
2
5,400.00

Charge

However, if the water to be used on the premises is not and will not be measured by a
water meter, the Service Director shall, on the basis of accepted engineering practices and,
further, on the basis of requirements of similar or comparable establishments, determine the
size of a water meter that would be required to serve the premises. The meter size so
determined shall be used in calculating the charge under the foregoing Schedule B.
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SCHEDULE C
(Residential)
For sanitary sewers constructed after August 1, 1968:
Single-family residence.

$1,200.00 base charge

For single residences located on
lots where the frontage exceeds
sixty feet, an additional charge
of $15.00 per foot for each foot
in excess of sixty feet.
SCHEDULE D
(Commercial and Industrial Establishments)
For sanitary sewers constructed after August 1, 1968, except as hereinafter provided, the
following tap-in charges shall be applicable, depending upon the size of the water meter
installed or to be installed:
Water Meter Size (Inches)
5/8
$ 1,200.00
3/4
1,800.00
1
3,000.00
1-1/2
4,800.00
2
7,200.00

Charge

However, if the water to be used on the premises is not and will not be measured by a
water meter, the Service Director shall, on the basis of accepted engineering practices and,
further, on the basis of requirements of similar or comparable establishments, determine the
size of a water meter that would be required to serve the premises. The meter size so
determined shall be used in calculating the charge under the foregoing Schedules B and D.
(c)
Permit and Charges in Addition to Other Requirements. The permit and charges
provided for in subsections (a) and (b) hereof shall be in addition to any other permits and
charges required by any other legislation and regulations of the City.
(d)
Penalty. Any person, natural or corporate, who violates any provision of
subsection (a) or (b) hereof, shall be fined twenty-five dollars ($25.00) per day for any such
violation, and each day's continued violation shall constitute a separate offense.
(e)
Disposition of Moneys. All charges collected pursuant to subsections (a) and (b)
hereof shall be deposited in the Sewer Revenue Fund established by Section 4 of the Mortgage
Revenue Bond Ordinance (Ordinance 3146, passed November 3, 1960) authorizing the
issuance of one million five hundred twenty-five thousand dollars ($1,525,000) first mortgage
sewerage system revenue bonds.
(Ord. 94-97. Passed 7-5-94.)
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911.09 SEWER CONNECTIONS: TAP-IN PERMIT, FEE AND PENALTY.
(a)
Tap-In Charge Required. From and after January 1, 1972, no person,
corporation, public agency, partnership or association whatsoever shall connect, or cause to be
connected, any building or other structure in the City either directly or indirectly with the
municipal sanitary sewerage system for the purpose of discharging sanitary sewerage or
industrial waste therefrom without first securing from the Service Director a permit for such
purpose in a form prescribed by the Director and without first paying a tap-in charge
determined in accordance with the provision of subsection (b) hereof.
(b)
Schedule of Tap-In Charges Based on Benefited Units. The Service Director shall
not issue a permit for the purpose described in subsection (a) hereof until the applicant therefor
has paid a tap-in charge to be determined in accordance with the following:
If Permit Obtained From:
Benefited Unit of One
Property in City of
North Olmsted or
Property in
City of Fairview Park Olmsted Township
From September 1, 1994 to June 30, 1995
$ 1,000.00
$ 1,675.00
From July 1, 1995 to July 1, 1998

Tap-in charge to increase ten percent (10%)
rounded to nearest dollar, on July 1 of each
year to July 1, 1998.

From July 2, 1998 and thereafter

Maintain tap-in charge of July 1, 1998

Such incremental charges are designed to offset in part the interest costs incurred by the
City in issuing notes and bonds and the loan from the Ohio Water Development Authority to
pay the cost of construction improvements and extensions to the sewerage system which were
not recovered by special assessments.
The number of benefited units for various uses shall be determined according to the
following schedule:
TAP-IN SCHEDULE
USE
Single family residence
Two or more family dwellings
Efficiency and one bedroom units
Two bedroom units
Three or more bedroom units
Senior residence structures (buildings designed
exclusively for the elderly in accordance
with the provisions of the Zoning Code
for a Senior Residence District)
Independent living dwelling units:
Two or more bedroom units
One bedroom units
Assisted living dwelling units:
Two or more bedroom units
One bedroom units
Assembly areas (with seating)
Beauty and barber shops

NO. OF UNITS
1.0
0.50 per unit
0.75 per unit
1.00 per unit

0.35 per unit
0.20 per unit
0.40 per unit
0.25 per unit
0.10 per 100 S.F.
0.15 per 100 S.F.
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Bowling alleys
Car washes
Automatic
Self-serve
Churches
Dance floors and other assembly areas without seats
Day care centers
Drive-in theaters
Exercise rooms and areas
Factories and laboratories
Food services operations
Ordinary restaurants
24-hour and drive-in restaurants
Taverns (limited meal service)
Hazardous material areas
Hospitals
In-patient room areas
Out-patient and treatment areas
Other institutional use
Laundries
Libraries
Motels or hotels
Nursing and rest home patient areas
Office buildings
General
Medical and dental
Parking garage and automobile showroom
Retail stores
General merchandise less than 100,000 square feet
Food and grocery stores less than
100,000 square feet
Retail or wholesale stores 100,000 square
feet or more
Schools
Elementary classrooms
Other classrooms
Swimming pools and deck areas
Trailer homes
Vehicle repair areas
Light repairs (batteries, mufflers, tires, etc.)
Major repairs (engine rebuilding, etc.)
Paint spray areas
Warehouses or stock rooms

30

NO. OF UNITS
0.25 per lane
2.50 per bay
3.00 per bay
0.015 per seat
0.15 per 100 S.F.
0.10 per 100 S.F.
0.02 per car space
0.06 per 100 S.F.
0.10 per 100 S.F.
0.12 per seat
0.18 per seat
0.10 per seat
4.00 per 100 S.F.
0.80 per bed
0.60 per 100 S.F.
0.30 per 100 S.F.
2.00 per washing machine
0.02 per 100 S.F.
0.30 per room
0.50 per bed
0.03 per 100 S.F.
0.10 per 100 S.F.
0.15 per 100 S.F.
0.06 per 100 S.F.
0.09 per 100 S.F.
0.12 per 100 S.F.
0.10 per 100 S.F.
0.12 per 100 S.F.
0.08 per 100 S.F.
0.80 per trailer
1.00 per bay
2.00 per bay
2.50 per bay
0.03 per 100 S.F.

Explanatory Notes:
(1)

2013 Replacement

This schedule establishes a ratio to a standard unit, that of a single-family
residence, for the purpose of calculating the sewer tap-in charge. The
ratio multiplied by the item measured (square foot, seat bay, etc.) shall be
calculated to the nearest one-tenth unit. The tap-in charge will then be
calculated by multiplying the number of benefited units by the rate per
unit applicable at such time.
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Uses not specifically listed shall be classified in accordance with the most
similar listed use. No reduction in square footage shall be made for
fixtures or equipment.
For a building with more than one use, the sewer tap-in charge shall be
calculated separately for each and summed for a total tap-in charge with
the exception that:
A.
For non-simultaneous main uses such as found in school and
church facilities, as determined by the Service Director, each main
use in the facilities shall be separately calculated and the largest
individual value shall be used to calculate the fee.
B.
For minor accessory uses, such areas may be omitted from the
calculations if it is determined that such areas do not have an
adverse impact on the volume or type of sewage flow.
C.
For a shell building, a base tap-in fee shall be charged for the
entire building based on the lowest tap-in ratio for a mixed use
building. When a permit is issued for interior plans, if the
proposed use has a higher tap-in ratio, the additional fee shall be
paid at that time.
When a building or portion of a building is changed from one use to
another, additional tap-in fees will be charged if the new use has a higher
tap-in ratio or will cause an increase in the strength or amount of
pollutants in the sewage. Failure to disclose the actual use of the building
or to disclose a change in use of the building will result in the levying of a
twenty-five percent surcharge in addition to the normal fee.
For any building subject to the provisions of the Community
Reinvestment Act of the State of Ohio for which the calculated tap-in fee
exceeds ten thousand dollars ($10,000), the Mayor may negotiate a
payment schedule not to exceed ten years.
A.
Charges Are Additional. The permits and charges provided for in
this section shall not be deemed to preclude the subsequent levy of
assessments against benefited properties to provide funds for the
construction of sanitary sewers required to provide local sewer
service to such properties, and the permit and charges provided for
by this section shall be in addition to any other permits and
charges required by any other legislation and regulations of the
City, including but not limited to the tap-in charge imposed by
Section 911.08 for local sewer service for a connection to a sewer
for which the property served by such connection was not
specially assessed for local sewer service.
B.
Disconnection for Violation. In the event that the Service Director
ascertains that any property has been connected directly or
indirectly to the municipal sewerage system in violation of the
provisions of this section, the Director is authorized to disconnect
such property, or have the same disconnected, until such violation
ceases. The City shall be reimbursed by the violator for expenses
incurred by the City in making such disconnection.
C.
Penalty. Whoever violates any provision of this section shall be
fined not more than one hundred dollars ($100.00) a day for any
such violation and each day during or on which such violation
continues shall be a separate offense.
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Disposition of Moneys. All charges collected pursuant to the
provisions of this section shall be paid over as received to the
Director of Finance for deposit in the Sewer Revenue Fund.
Subject to the provisions of any ordinance or indenture of
mortgage authorizing the issuance of and securing mortgage
revenue bonds for the sanitary sewer system, moneys in such Fund
shall be used for the payment of the cost and expense of operation,
maintenance, repair and management of the system and for the
payment of debt and other charges on bonds, notes and other
obligations issued or incurred for the construction of or
improvements to the system, and any surplus in the Fund, over
and above the requirements hereinbefore mentioned, may be used
for enlargements of and replacements to the system and parts
thereof.
(Ord. 98-29. Passed 6-16-98.)

911.10 SEWER CONNECTIONS: TAP-IN PERMIT, FOR
OLMSTED TOWNSHIP.
No person, corporation, public agency, partnership or association whatsoever shall
connect, or cause to be connected, any building or other structure, located in any area of
Olmsted Township in which the City, by agreement with Cuyahoga County or otherwise
provides sanitary sewer services, either directly or indirectly, with the Municipal sanitary
sewerage system for the purpose of discharging sanitary sewage or industrial waste therefrom,
without first securing a permit for such purpose in a form prescribed by the Director and
without first paying a tap-in charge determined in accordance with the provisions of Section
911.09(b). In addition, all such owners of property located in Olmsted Township shall comply
with all other provisions of Chapter 911 and any other City ordinances governing the use,
operation and maintenance of the City's sanitary sewer system.
(Ord. 88-89. Passed 8-11-88.)
911.11 LIMITING SEWER CONNECTIONS.
The Service Director shall limit connections into sewer lines if sufficient capacity to
handle and treat additional wastewater is unavailable in the system.
(a)
Any person applying for a permit to connect to a public sewer shall provide, with
the application for such building sewer permit, sufficient data, as required by the
Service Director, regarding the location and amount of flow to be conveyed to
the public sewer.
(b)
Any costs associated with subsection (a) hereof shall be borne by the person
applying for the building sewer permit.
(Ord. 84-40. Passed 4-26-84.)
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911.12 USE OF PUBLIC SEWERS.
(a)
No person shall discharge or cause to be discharged any stormwater, surface
water, ground water, roof runoff, subsurface drainage, uncontaminated cooling water or
unpolluted industrial process waters to any sanitary sewer.
(b)
Stormwater, surface drainage, subsurface drainage, groundwater, roof runoff,
cooling water and all other unpolluted drainage shall be discharged to such sewers as are
specifically designated as storm sewers or to a natural outlet approved by the City Engineer.
No persons shall use any such sewers without first having obtained the consent and permits
from the City Engineer.
(1)
Industrial cooling water or unpolluted processed waters may be
discharged, on approval of the City Engineer, to a storm sewer or
natural outlet.
(2)
Roof runoff is required to be directed by a downspout or roof drain away
from a building by means of underground storm sewer piping. Such
storm sewer piping shall be constructed in accordance with standards set
by the City Engineer and shall discharge to a storm sewer. In the event
that a storm sewer is not readily available, as determined by the City
Engineer, to serve storm sewer piping for roof runoff, then such roof
runoff may be discharged by underground storm sewer piping to a ditch
or stream or to a leaching bed designed and constructed in accordance
with standards set by the City Engineer. Splash blocks may only be used
when authorized under the provisions of Section 911.19, or for small
roof areas such as sheds or garages accessory to existing single family
residences when approved by the City Engineer, and no water is allowed
to drain onto adjacent property, accumulate in depressions or otherwise
become a public hazard or nuisance.
(c)
No person shall discharge or cause to be discharged any of the following
described waters or wastes into any public sewers:
(1)
Any wastewater having a temperature which will inhibit biological
activity in the POTW treatment plant resulting in interference; but in no
case, wastewater with a temperature at the introduction into the POTW
which exceeds forty degrees Centigrade, 104 degrees Fahrenheit.
(2)
Any gasoline, benzene, naphtha, fuel oil or other flammable or explosive
liquids, solids or gases which by reason of their nature or quantity are or
may be sufficient, either alone or by interaction, to cause fire or
explosion or be injurious in any other way to the operation of the
POTW. Under no circumstances shall the flashpoint of any discharge be
less than 140 degrees Fahrenheit or sixty degrees Centigrade as
measured using the closed cup test method specified in 40 CFR 261.21.
(3)
Any discharge of petroleum oil, nonbiodegradeable cutting oil or
products of mineral oil origin in amounts that can cause interference or
pass through; but in no case, water or wastes containing free oils,
emulsified oils and grease exceeding an average of 100 parts per million
or 833 pounds per million gallons, of ether soluble matter.
1993 Replacement
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Any waters or wastes containing toxic or poisonous solids, liquids or
gases in sufficient quantity, either singly or by interaction with other
wastes, to injure or interfere with any sewage treatment process,
constitute a hazard to humans or animals, create a public nuisance or
create any hazard in the receiving waters of the sewage treatment plant,
including cyanides.
Any garbage that has not been properly shredded. The installation and
operation of any garbage grinder equipped with a motor of three-fourths
horsepower, 0.76 hp metric, or greater shall be subject to the review and
approval of the Building Commissioner.
Any ashes, cinders, sand, mud, straw, shavings, metal, glass, rags,
feathers, tar plastics, wood paunch, manure, hair and fleshings, entrails,
lime slurry, lime residues, chemical residues, paint residues, cannery
waste, bulk solids or any other solid or viscous substance capable of
causing obstruction to the flow in sewers or other interference with
proper operation of the sewage works.
Any waters or wastes containing TSS of such character and quantity that
unusual attention or expense is required to handle such materials at the
sewage treatment plant, or any substance which may cause the POTW's
effluent or treatment residues, sludges or scums, to be unsuitable for
reclamation and reuse or to interfere with the reclamation process.
Any noxious or malodorous gas or substance capable of creating a public
nuisance, or substances causing the release of noxious or poisonous gases
after discharge into the public sewer system, or which result in the
presence of toxic gases, vapors or fumes within the POTW in a quantity
that may cause acute worker health and safety problems.
Any waters or wastes containing strong acid iron pickling wastes or
concentrated plating solutions, whether neutralized or not.
Any waters or wastes containing iron, chromium, copper, zinc and similar
objectionable or toxic substances; or wastes exerting an excessive chlorine
requirement, to such degree that any such material received in the composite
sewage at the sewage treatment works exceeds the limits established by the
Service Director as authorized in Chapter 917 for such materials, and which
might cause the POTW to violate its NPDES and/or other disposal system
permits.
Any waters or wastes containing phenols or other taste or odor-producing
substances, in such concentrations exceeding limits which may be established
by the Service Director as necessary, after treatment of the composite
sewage, to meet the requirements of State, Federal or other public agencies
of jurisdiction for such discharge to the receiving waters, and which might
cause the POTW to violate its NPDES and/or other disposal system permits.
Any radioactive wastes or isotopes of such half-life or concentration as may
exceed limits established by the Service Director in compliance with
applicable State or Federal regulations.
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Any waters or wastes having a pH of less than 5.5 or in excess of 9.0.
Materials which exert or cause:
A.
Unusual concentrations of inert TSS such as, but not limited to,
Fullers earth, lime slurries and lime residues, or of dissolved solids
such as, but not limited to, sodium chloride and sodium sulfate.
B.
Excessive discoloration such as, but not limited to, dye wastes and
vegetable tanning solutions.
C.
Unusual biochemical oxygen demand, TSS, or chlorine requirements
in such quantities as to constitute a significant load on the sewage
treatment works.
D.
Unusual volume of flow or concentration of wastes constituting
"slugs" as defined in Section 911.03(81).
Waters or wastes containing substances which are not amenable to treatment
or reduction by the sewage treatment processes employed or are amenable to
treatment only to such degree that the sewage treatment plant effluent cannot
meet the requirements of other agencies having jurisdiction over discharge to
the receiving waters.
Any water or waste that for a duration of fifteen minutes has a concentration
greater than three times that which is specified for TSS and BOD under
Section 911.14 and/or which is discharged continuously at a rate exceeding
200 gallons per minute, will be unacceptable.

(d)
If any waters or wastes are discharged or are proposed to be discharged to the public
sewers, which waters contain the substance or possess the characteristics enumerated in subsection
(c) hereof, and which, in the judgment of the Service Director may have a deleterious effect upon
the sewage works, processes, equipment or receiving waters, or which otherwise create a hazard to
life or constitute a public nuisance, the Service Director may:
(1)
Reject the wastes;
(2)
Require pretreatment to an acceptable condition in accordance with guidelines
adopted in the ordinances of this City for discharge into the public sewers;
(3)
Require control over quantities and rates of discharge; and/or
(4)
Require payment to cover the added cost of handling and treatment of the
wastes not covered by existing taxes or sewer charges under the provisions of
subsection (i) hereof.
If the Service Director permits the pretreatment or equalization of waste flows, the design
and installation of the plants and equipment shall be subject to the review and approval of the City
Engineer and subject to the requirements of all applicable codes, ordinances and laws.
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(e)
Where preliminary treatment or flow-equalizing facilities are provided for any
waters or wastes, they shall be maintained continuously in satisfactory and effective operation
by the owner at his expense to the approval of the Service Director.
(f)
Each person discharging industrial wastes into a public sewer shall construct and
maintain one or more control manholes or access points to facilitate observation, measurement
and sampling of his wastes, including domestic sewage.
(1)
Control manholes or access facilities shall be located and built in a
manner acceptable to the Service Director. If measuring devices are to
be permanently installed they shall be of a type acceptable to the Service
Director.
(2)
Control manholes, access facilities and related equipment shall be
installed by the person discharging the waste, at his expense, and shall be
maintained by him so as to be in safe condition, accessible and in proper
operating condition at all times. Plans for the installation of the control
manholes or access facilities and related equipment shall be approved by
the City Engineer prior to the beginning of construction.
(g)
All measurements, tests and analyses of the characteristics of waters and wastes
to which reference is made in this chapter shall be determined in accordance with "Standard
Methods", as defined in Section 911.03(83), and in accordance with 40 CFR 136 entitled
"Guidelines Establishing Test Procedures for Analysis of Pollutants," and shall be determined
at the control manhole provided or upon suitable samples taken at such control manhole. In
the event that no special manhole has been required, the control manhole shall be considered to
be the nearest downstream manhole in the public sewer to the point at which the building sewer
is connected. Sampling shall be carried out by customarily accepted methods to reflect the
effect of constituents upon the sewage works and to determine the existence of hazards to life,
limb and property. The particular analysis involved will determine whether a twenty-four hour
composite of all outfalls of a premise is appropriate or whether a grab sample or samples
should be taken. Normally, but not always, BOD and TSS analyses are obtained from twentyfour hour composites of all outfalls, whereas pHs are determined from periodic grab samples.
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Within ninety days following the date for final compliance with applicable categorical
pretreatment standards or in the case of a new source following commencement of the
introduction of wastewater into the treatment facility, any industrial user subject to
pretreatment standards and requirements shall submit to the City a report containing the
information described in 40 CFR 403.1 (b)(4) - (6).
(h)
No statement contained in this section shall be construed as preventing any
special agreement or arrangement between the City and any industrial concern whereby an
industrial waste of unusual strength or character may be accepted by the City for treatment,
subject to payment therefor by the industrial concern in proportion to cost and consistent with
the user charge system in Chapter 915. No special agreement shall be in violation of any
federal or state standards.
(i)
No person shall cause the discharge of slugs of water or wastes. Each person
producing a discharge into the public sewers in excess of 100,000 gallons in any one day, shall
construct and maintain at his own expense, a suitable storage and flow-control facility to insure
equalization of discharge over a twenty-four hour period. This facility shall have a capacity of
at least fifty percent (50%) of the total normal volume of a twenty-four hour production period,
and the outlet to the sewer shall be equipped with a rate-discharge controller or other approved
device, the regulation of which shall be directed by the Service Director.
(Ord. 2007-38. Passed 6-19-07.)
911.13 STORM SEWER CONNECTION AND APPURTENANCES; FEES.
(a)
No person shall connect to the public storm sewer system without first obtaining
a permit and paying the fee therefor in accordance with Chapter 901.
(b)
Wherever public sewers have been constructed within the Municipality and the
cost thereof has been wholly or partly paid out of the funds of the City, or financed through the
issuance of bonds, and the owners of any property abutting upon or benefiting from such storm
sewers make application to tap such storm sewer, no permit shall be issued to make such
connection or connections, nor shall such property owner make such connection or
connections, unless he shall have first paid into the City treasury or given security for such
payment, satisfactory to the fiscal officer of the City, that portion of the cost of such storm
sewer which the property was formerly charged in the form of an assessment, but which
assessment the City has been unable to collect due to defects in procedure; the failure to obtain
an assessment lien; the setting aside of the assessment lien by any court; or the failure to
collect such assessment for any reason. Where a portion of the cost of the sewer to which
connections are desired to be made has been assessed against such property and a valid
assessment lien continues to be imposed thereon for such cost, or where in the case of an
invalid assessment, a valid reassessment for such cost has been levied, such permit shall be
issued provided the tap-in connection conforms with other regulations of the City.
(c)
No permit to construct any improvements upon the property which is subject to
subsection (b) hereof shall be issued until such time as the property owner makes the necessary
deposit into the City treasury or gives security for such payment satisfactory to the fiscal
officer of the City.
(d)
Permit and inspection fees for a storm sewer connection, storm sewer and
appurtenances shall be as follows:
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Each storm sewer connection $ 30.00
Each 100 lineal feet or fraction
thereof storm sewer pipe 25.00
Each catch basin, manhole,
yard drain, drive drain, head
wall, end wall, junction chamber
or similar structure 10.00
(Ord. 92-3. Passed 2-18-92.)

911.14 PRETREATMENT OF WASTES FOR PUBLIC SEWERS.
Where required, in the opinion of the Service Director, to modify or eliminate wastes
that are harmful to the structures, processes or operation of the sewage disposal works, the
person shall provide at his expense such preliminary treatment or processing facilities as may
be determined necessary to render his wastes acceptable for admission to the public sewers.
Applicable concentrations shall be based upon average concentrations weighted in
proportion to volume of flow, determined during each billing revised by the most practicable
method possible.
Review and acceptance of the Service Director shall be obtained prior to the discharge
into the public sewers of any waters or wastes having:
(a)
A five-day twenty-degree Centigrade BOD greater than 200 ppm;
(b)
A TSS content greater than 250 ppm;
(c)
An ether-soluble matter, oil and grease content greater than 100 ppm; or
(d)
A chlorine requirement greater than fifty ppm, or
(Ord. 84-40. Passed 4-26-84.)
(e)
Any substance having a quantity greater than the characteristics described in
Section 917.02(f), or any unlisted material with pretreatment limits (state or
federal) at a quantity greater than those limits.
(Ord. 90-121. Passed 10-16-90.)
911.15 INJURY OF SEWAGE WORKS.
No unauthorized person shall maliciously, willfully or negligently break, damage,
destroy, uncover, deface or tamper with any structure, appurtenance or equipment which is
part of the sewage disposal system.
No person shall access the sewer system or POTW for any activity including discharge
of trucked or hauled septic or industrial wastes except at locations and at times as designated
by the Service Director in writing. Any removal of manhole lids, or other access to the sewer
system for the purpose of discharging wastes at times and/or locations other than these
designated by the Service Director, or without the expressed written permission by the Service
Director, shall be considered a violation and shall be subject to enforcement action including
fines and penalties allowed under this chapter.
(Ord. 91-95. Passed 8-20-91.)
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911.16 POWERS AND AUTHORITY OF INSPECTORS.
(a)
The discharger shall allow the Service Director or his duly authorized employees
bearing proper credentials and identification to enter upon the premises of the discharger
during any reasonable hour for the purposes of inspection, sampling and records examinations
and copying to determine compliance with the requirements of this chapter. Where the
industry has security measures in force which require proper identification and clearance
before entry, the discharger shall make necessary arrangements so that the Service Director or
his representative will be permitted entry without delay. The City shall have the right to set up
on the discharger's property necessary devices to conduct sampling, inspection, compliance
monitoring, metering operations or all of these. (Ord. 91-152. Passed 12-3-91.)
(b)
While performing the necessary work on private properties referred to in
subsection (a) hereof, the Service Director, Building Commissioner and City Engineer or duly
authorized employee of the City shall observe all safety rules applicable to the premises
established by the owner, and the owner shall be held harmless for injury or death to the City
employees and the City shall indemnify the owner against liability claims and demands for
personal injury or property damage asserted against the company and growing out of the
gauging and sampling operation, except as such may be caused by negligence or failure of the
company to maintain safe conditions as required in Section 911.12 (g).
(c)
The Service Director, Building Commissioner and City Engineer and other duly
authorized employees of the City bearing proper credentials and identification shall be
permitted to enter all private properties through which the City holds a duly negotiated
easement for the purpose of, but not limited to, inspection, observation, measurement,
sampling, repair and maintenance of any portion of the sewage works lying within such
easement. All entry and subsequent work, if any, on such easement shall be done in full
accordance with the terms of the duly negotiated easement pertaining to the private property
involved. (Ord. 84-40. Passed 4-26-84.)
911.17 FEES CREDITED TO SEWER REVENUE FUND OR BUILDING
DEPARTMENT FUND.
All moneys received from licenses and permit fees under the provisions of this chapter
shall be credited to the Sewer Revenue Fund or Building Department Fund in accordance with
the ordinances of the City. (Ord. 84-40. Passed 4-26-84.)
911.18 GRIEVANCES AND APPEALS.
Users connected to public sewers or to a private sewage disposal system will have an
opportunity to express complaints and grievances to the Service Director, who shall investigate
such complaints and grievances. Where a user requests an adjustment in an extraordinary
sewer bill caused by an accident or emergency at the user’s property, the Service Director shall
conduct an investigation of the accident or emergency, and may make an equitable adjustment
to the user’s sewer bill where the accident or emergency caused the user to use an
extraordinary amount of water and the extraordinary amount of water did not directly enter
into the City’s public sewers. If the user is dissatisfied with the decision of the Service
Director, he or she may appeal the decision of the Service Director to an appeals board
consisting of the members of the Environmental Committee of Council, and the Building
Commissioner and Finance Director. The Board, upon review of the record of the
investigation conducted by the Service Director, may affirm, reverse or modify any decision of
the Service Director. (Ord. 2009-112. Passed 10-20-09.)
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911.19 DISCONNECTION OF DOWNSPOUTS OR YARD DRAINS
TO SANITARY SEWERS.
(a)
The City Engineer and/or the Building Commissioner is hereby authorized to
grant permission to the owner of property having roof downspouts connected to the sanitary
sewer system to disconnect such downspouts, and permit splashdown of roof water directly
upon the ground, or to require that such downspouts, yard drains or similar drains be
connected to a storm sewer or to a natural outlet approved by the City Engineer.
(b)
Splashdown of any roof water directly upon the ground shall not be permitted if
not approved by the City Engineer.
(c)
In the event that inspection indicates that certain downspouts, yard drains or
similar drains have not been correctly disconnected from the sanitary sewer, and after the
expiration of the time limit in the notice for disconnection, the names of the owners then in
violation of Section 911.12 and/or Section 911.19 shall be forwarded to the City Prosecutor for
appropriate action.
(d)
In the event the owner of such premises fails to comply with the requirements of
the notice from the City Engineer or Building Commissioner, the City or its authorized agent
may enter upon such premises and cause the violations to be corrected.
(e)
In the event the City deems it necessary to enter such premises to perform the
work required to correct the violation, as per the notice from the City Engineer or Building
Commissioner, the City shall first give written notice of such intent by certified mail to the
owner or by posting a copy of the notice on the premises to comply with the requirements of
this chapter within the time specified in such notice.
In case of failure or refusal of such owner to comply with the notice and the
requirements of this chapter, the work required thereby may be done at the expense of the
owner by the City. The City shall determine the amount paid for such work and shall ascertain
the description of the property on which the work was done. The amount paid for such work
and the description of the property shall be certified to the Auditor and shall be entered upon
the tax duplicate, become a lien upon such lands from the date of entry, and shall be collected
as other taxes and returned to the City for deposit in the General Fund. In the alternative, the
City may recover the amount of money so expended for such work from the owner before any
court of competent jurisdiction. (Ord. 92-14. Passed 3-17-92.)
911.20 SEWER CONNECTIONS: TAP-IN DEPOSIT.
The provisions of this section shall apply to all applicants for a tap-in permit to
discharge to the municipal sanitary sewerage system and which are in that portion of the
system for which sewer user charges are based on water consumption as per Section 915.07.
These provisions do not apply to tap-in permits for an addition or change in use to a building
already served by the municipal sanitary sewerage system.
(a)
In addition to the tap-in charge required in accordance with the provisions of
Section 911.09(b), the applicant shall deposit with the City seven hundred fifty
dollars ($750.00) per dwelling unit or three thousand dollars ($3,000) per
commercial structure for each tap-in permit for which the applicant has applied.
This tap-in deposit shall cover the cost of any sewer user charges, as per Section
915.04, that are due the City after the installation of the sanitary sewer
connection which were not billed by the Cleveland Water Department,
hereinafter referred to as delinquent sewer user charges.
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911.99

Delinquent sewer charges shall be calculated at the current rate per 1,000 cubic
feet (1 MCF) in Section 915.04 times 2 MCF per dwelling unit, or for a multifamily dwelling or commercial structure 2 MCF per benefitted unit as listed in
Section 911.09, per calendar month or fraction thereof that such charges are
delinquent. Delinquency shall be measured from the date of installation of the
sewer connection in the case of an existing structure, or from the date of the
issuance of an occupancy permit for a new structure, to the date of initial sewer
service as shown on the bill from the Cleveland Water Department.
The applicant must comply with the following requirements:
(1)
The applicant must call the North Olmsted Engineering Department for
inspection, if in the City of North Olmsted or verification if in Olmsted
Township, of the sewer tap-in and connection upon completion of the
installation of the piping.
(2)
If a new dwelling or building in Olmsted Township, the applicant must
provide the North Olmsted Engineering Department with a copy of the
occupancy permit issued by Olmsted Township.
(3)
The applicant must furnish the North Olmsted Engineering Department
with a copy of the first bill from the Cleveland Water Department
showing the sewer user charge for the address for which the tap-in permit
was issued.
Failure to comply with any of the above requirements shall result in forfeiture of
the deposit. Upon compliance with all of the above requirements, the City shall
refund to the applicant the deposit minus any applicable delinquent charges. The
deposit shall apply to all tap-in permits that have been prepaid but for which the
permit has not yet been issued.
For an existing dwelling unit proposed to be connected to the sanitary sewer
system, an applicant may file a request with the Service Director for a hardship
waiver of the seven hundred fifty dollar ($750.00) deposit required for a dwelling
unit. If a waiver is granted, and the applicant subsequently is delinquent with
respect to sewer charges, the waiver shall not prevent the City from using other
available remedies for collecting delinquent charges.
(Ord. 99-63. Passed 6-15-99.)

911.99 PENALTY.
(a)
Whoever violates any of the provisions of this chapter, except Section 911.15,
shall be served by the City with written notice stating the nature of the violation and providing
a reasonable time limit for the satisfactory correction thereof. The offender shall, within the
period of time stated in such notice, permanently cease all violations.
In addition, whoever violates any provision of this chapter or Chapter 917 may be
assessed or penalized in the amount of one thousand dollars ($1,000) per day for each
violation.
(b)
If any construction of a building sewer or connection as per Section 911.07 or a
storm sewer connection or appurtenance as per Section 911.13 is commenced prior to
obtaining the necessary permits under Section 911.07 or 911.13, then the applicant shall pay a
fee of fifty dollars ($50.00) as a surcharge in addition the fees otherwise required as per
Sections 911.07 or 911.13. The Service Director may waive the surcharge if the work is being
done by the homeowner.
(c)
Whoever continues any violation beyond the time limit provided for in subsection
(a) hereof except as otherwise provided, is guilty of a misdemeanor of the third degree for each
violation. Each day during which any such violation continues shall constitute a separate
offense.
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(d)
In addition to the foregoing penalty, whoever violates any provision of this
chapter shall become liable to the City for any expense, loss or damage occasioned the City by
reason of such violation.
(e)
Whoever violates Section 911.15 is guilty of a misdemeanor of the third degree.
(Ord. 94-61. Passed 4-19-94.)
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CHAPTER 913
Fats, Oils, Grease Interceptor Installation
and Waste Disposal
913.01
913.02
913.03
913.04
913.05
913.06

Purpose.
Administration.
Applicability.
Compliance and timeline.
Discharge criteria.
Requirements for grease
interceptors.

913.07
913.08
913.09
913.10

Interceptor maintenance.
Required pumping frequency.
Interceptor maintenance log.
Violation.

913.01 PURPOSE.
(a)
The purpose of this chapter is to regulate the collection and disposal of grease
interceptor waste for the protection of the City sanitary sewer system and the environment.
(b)
The objective of this chapter is to reduce the operational and maintenance costs
of the City in maintaining the sanitary sewer system, by preventing the accumulation of grease
within the collection systems lines.
(c)
This chapter shall apply to the City of North Olmsted and to persons outside the
City who, by contract, agreement or otherwise with the City, are users of the City’s sanitary
sewers.
(d)
Hereafter, in this chapter, the City of North Olmsted shall be referred to as the
City. (Ord. 2007-38. Passed 6-19-07.)
913.02 ADMINISTRATION.
The City of North Olmsted Pretreatment Coordinator, under the authority of the
Service Director and the Wastewater Treatment Plant Superintendent, shall administer,
implement, and enforce the provisions of this chapter.
(Ord. 2007-38. Passed 6-19-07.)
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913.03 APPLICABILITY.
Waste which contains grease shall be discharged into the sanitary sewer system only
under the conditions of this chapter. The following facilities shall discharge all waste from
sinks, dishwashers, drains, and any other fixtures through which grease may be discharged,
into an adequately sized, properly maintained and functioning grease interceptor before the
discharge enters the sanitary sewer. The following facilities shall also provide a greaseinterceptor(s) inlet-flow control device inspection port and a grease-interceptor effluent
monitoring port: new construction.
(a)
Every commercial food-preparation and food-service facility including but not
limited to bakeries, boardinghouses, butcher shops, cafes, clubhouses,
commercial kitchens, delicatessens, fat-rendering plants, ice-cream parlors,
hospitals, meat packing plants, restaurants, schools, slaughter houses, soap
factories, and similar facilities, especially where meat, poultry, seafood, dairy
products or fried foods are prepared or served;
(b)
All shopping centers that have food-processing, facilities;
(c)
All food courts;
(d)
All other facilities discharging grease in amounts that the City determines may,
alone or in combination with other substances from the discharges of the same
or other facilities, inhibit the flow in the sanitary sewer;
(e)
All new areas of intensified use or dwelling, including, but not limited to adult
day-care facilities, assisted-living facilities, convalescent homes, day nursing
and childcare facilities, in which food preparation occurs, homes for the
mentally challenged, hotels, maternity homes, motels in which there is a
commercial food-preparation service, nursing homes, retirement and life-care
communities and homes, and truck stops with commercial food service, shall be
required to have grease interceptors. Modifications to existing facilities that do
not add new buildings or new grease-generating activities are exempt from this
requirement.
Interceptors shall not be required for the following living quarters: single-family
residences, duplexes, triplexes, and apartment complexes, unless the City first determines there
are discharges from the property that may create problems in the sanitary sewer system. The
determination shall be made based upon an investigation of the property and a comparison of
the content and amount of discharge from the property with the discharges of other properties
similar in size and use. Upon a determination that the discharges may create problems in the
sanitary sewer system, the City may require the installation of a sufficiently sized grease
interceptor to treat the discharges.
(Ord. 2007-38. Passed 6-19-07.)
913.04 COMPLIANCE AND TIMELINE.
(a)
On and after the effective date of this chapter, every existing facility (excepting
those facilities to which these regulations do not apply as expressly set forth in Section 913.03
above) shall be required to install an approved, adequately sized, and properly operated and
maintained grease interceptor when any of the following conditions exist:
(1)
It is found by the City to be contributing grease in quantities that inhibit
sanitary sewer flow or necessitate increased maintenance on the sanitary
sewer collection system in order to keep impairments to the main line
flow from occurring.
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(5)

913.05

It is remodeling the food preparation or kitchen waste plumbing facilities
in such a manner to be subject to a permit issued by the City Building
Department.
Its interceptor allows a discharge of oil or grease in excess of 100 mg/l.
It is required by this chapter or other applicable ordinance to maintain a
grease interceptor and is found to be equipped with an undersized grease
interceptor. Such a facility shall, within ninety days of the effective date
of this chapter, install an adequately sized grease interceptor in
accordance with the specifications of this chapter.
It is required by this chapter or other applicable ordinances to maintain a
grease interceptor and is found not to be equipped with a grease
interceptor. Such a facility shall, within sixty days of the effective date
of this chapter, install an adequately sized grease interceptor in
accordance with the specifications of this chapter.

(b)
New facilities required by this chapter or other applicable ordinances to maintain
a grease interceptor shall install such a unit prior to commencement of discharge to the sanitary
sewer system.
(c)
Any requests for extensions to installation dates must be made in writing to the
City, at least thirty days in advance of the compliance date. The written request shall include
the reasons for the facility’s failure or inability to comply with the compliance date set forth,
the additional time needed to complete the remaining work, and the steps to be taken to avoid
future delays. The City shall determine the date for compliance.
(d)
Existing facilities required by this chapter or other applicable ordinances to
maintain a grease interceptor that demonstrate that the installation of a grease trap is not
feasible may use bioremediation as an alternative. The City will determine whether a facility
may use such alternative for sanitary sewer maintenance. The bioremediation method and
product must be approved by the City in writing prior to use in the drainage system. In
addition, the operator must maintain written documentation of a current contract with a
bioremediation supplier approved through the City.
(Ord. 2007-38. Passed 6-19-07.)
913.05 DISCHARGE CRITERIA.
(a)
Where oil and grease are a byproduct of food preparation and/or cleanup,
reasonable efforts shall be made to separate waste oil and grease into a separate container for
proper disposal. Except as contained in byproducts of food preparation and/or clean up, waste
oil and grease shall not be discharged to any drains or grease interceptors. Such waste shall be
placed in a container designed to hold such waste and either utilized by industry or disposed of
at suitable locations.
(b)
None of the following agents shall be placed directly into a grease interceptor,
or into any drain that leads to the interceptor:
(1)
Emulsifiers, de-emulsifiers, surface active agents, enzymes, degreasers,
or any type of product that will liquefy grease interceptor wastes,
(2)
Any substance that may cause excessive foaming in the sanitary sewer
system, or
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Any substance capable of passing the solid or semi-solid contents of the
grease interceptor to the sanitary sewer system.

(c)
The influent to the interceptors shall not exceed 140 degrees Fahrenheit
(140°F). The temperature at the flow-control-device inspection port shall be considered
equivalent to the temperature of the influent.
(d)
interceptor.
device.

(e)

Toilets, urinals, and other similar fixtures shall not discharge through a grease
Waste shall only enter the grease interceptor through the inlet-flow-control

(f)
Where food-waste grinders are installed, the waste from such units shall
discharge directly into the building drainage system without passing through a grease
interceptor. Living quarters, as defined in Section 913.03 above, are exempted from this
requirement. (Ord. 2007-38. Passed 6-19-07.)
913.06 REQUIREMENTS FOR GREASE INTERCEPTORS.
(a)
The operator must apply for all necessary permits prior to installation of any
grease trap or interceptor.
(b)
The plumbing inspector assigned by the City will oversee the installation of the
trap or interceptor.
(c)
All food establishments which maintain a kitchen or other facilities for the
preparation of food shall be required to have a 1,000 gallon capacity grease trap (grease
interceptor). Such grease trap shall be installed at least ten feet from the building wherein the
food is prepared. Alternative size and location conditions may be approved, but only if in
conformance to the Ohio Plumbing Code.
(d)
All grease traps (grease interceptors) shall be installed a minimum distance of
ten feet from sinks and dishwashers to allow for adequate cooling of wastewater. Water
temperatures must be less than 140°F prior to entering grease trap.
(e)
Sample Port. A sample port shall be installed on the effluent line of each grease
trap. The port shall be a minimum of six inches in diameter and be connected to the sewer line
at a ninety degree angle to allow for sampling activities. The port shall be installed in such a
manner as to be protected from storm water contamination and maintained in a safe and proper
operating condition. The plug on the sample port must be easily removable.
(Ord. 2007-38. Passed 6-19-07.)
913.07 INTERCEPTOR MAINTENANCE.
(a)
It shall be unlawful for a grease or grit generator to allow grease or grit
interceptor waste to be removed from his premises by a transporter who does not have
applicable Federal, State, or local permits or registrations, including any permit required by
the Cuyahoga County Board of Health Waste Haulers.
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(b)
If a vacuum truck company is used to remove the grease from the interceptor or
trap, the following information must be kept on file with the operator and submitted to the
City.
(1)
The vacuum truck company name, address, and telephone number,
(2)
The name of a primary and secondary contact person at the vacuum
truck company,
(3)
The Cuyahoga County Board of Health permit number,
(4)
Be signed and dated by an authorized representative of the vacuum truck
company indicating acceptance of the terms of the contract,
(5)
The name, address, and telephone number of the disposal site, and
(6)
The signature of the facility representative present when the grease trap
was cleaned.
(c)
The vacuum truck company shall provide a Certificate of Insurance, Certificate
of Assurance, or Certificate of Indemnification.
(d)
Facilities are responsible for maintaining grease traps in continuous proper
working condition. Further, facilities are responsible for inspecting, repairing, replacing, or
installing apparatus and equipment as necessary to ensure proper operation and function of
grease traps and compliance with discharge limitations at all times.
(e)
Records of maintenance are required to be maintained on site for three years.
(Ninety day maintenance frequency assumes proper sizing and installation consistent with this
guidance).
(f)
The facility shall maintain adequate documentation that the grease interceptor is
appropriately cleaned and inspected.
(Ord. 2007-38. Passed 6-19-07.)
913.08 REQUIRED PUMPING FREQUENCY.
(a)
Unless otherwise specified in writing by the City, each grease interceptor in
active use shall be cleaned at least once every calendar quarter or as frequently as needed to
prevent carry over of grease into the sanitary sewer system, unless it is demonstrated to the
City that the pumping frequency can be performed at greater intervals without impairment of
the operation of the public sewer. The City may specify cleaning more frequently when
quarterly pumping is determined by the City to be inadequate. Any grease generator desiring a
schedule less frequent than quarterly shall submit a request to the City.
(b)
needed.

The facility shall be responsible for providing such additional pumping as

(c)
All grease interceptors shall be maintained by the facility at the facility’s
expense. (Ord. 2007-38. Passed 6-19-07.)
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913.09 INTERCEPTOR MAINTENANCE LOG.
Every facility having a grease interceptor shall maintain an Interceptor Maintenance
Log indicating each pumping for the previous three (3) years. This log shall include the date,
time, amount pumped, hauler and disposal site, initials of individual recording the information,
and shall be kept in a conspicuous location on the premises of the facility for inspection. Said
log shall be made immediately available to any authorized inspector.
(Ord. 2007-38. Passed 6-19-07.)
913.10 VIOLATION.
(a)
It shall be unlawful for any person and/or facility to discharge into the sanitary
sewer system in any manner that is in violation of the provisions or of any condition set forth
in this Chapter. No person shall cause or permit the plugging or blocking of, or otherwise
interfere with or permit the interference of the operation of a grease interceptor or the sanitary
sewer system, including alteration or removal of any flow constricting devices so as to cause
flow to rise above the design capacity of the interceptor.
(b)
No person and/or facility shall discharge grease in excess of 100 mg/l to the
sanitary sewer system.
(c)
The City may, following notice and opportunity for a hearing before the
Director of Public Service, suspend sewer service when such suspension is necessary, in the
opinion of the Director of Public Service, in order to stop an actual or threatened discharge
which:
(1)
Presents or may present an imminent or substantial endangerment to the
health or welfare of persons or the environment;
(2)
Causes or may cause stoppages or excessive maintenance to be required
to prevent stoppages in the sanitary sewer collection system;
(3)
Causes interference to the sanitary sewer system; or
(4)
Causes the City to violate any condition of its NPDES Permit.
(d)
Any person notified of a suspension of sewer service shall immediately stop or
eliminate the discharge. In the event of a failure of the person to comply voluntarily with a
suspension order, the City may take such steps as deemed necessary, including immediate
termination of sewer service, to prevent or minimize actual or threatened damage to the
sanitary sewer system or sewer connection or endangerment to any individuals. The City shall
reinstate the sewer service upon receipt of proof that such conditions causing the suspension
have passed or been eliminated. A detailed written statement submitted by the facility
describing the cause(s) of the harmful discharge and the measure(s) taken to prevent any future
occurrence shall be submitted to the City within fifteen days of the date of occurrence.
(e)
Any person who violates any provision of this chapter, or who shall fail to
comply with any provision hereof, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon conviction,
shall be subject to a fine of not more than two thousand dollars ($2,000) for each violation and
each day a violation continues, shall constitute a separate offense and shall be punished
accordingly.
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(f)
In addition to any applicable fines or penalties, a violator shall be liable to the
City for any expense, loss, or damage occasioned by the City for clean-up and proper disposal
of said materials. The violator shall be further required to pay an administrative fee equal to
ten percent (10%) of assessed clean-up costs.
(g)
The City has the option to take additional action against any facility that has
caused three or more sanitary sewer blockages in one calendar year due to excess grease
accumulation. (Ord. 2007-38. Passed 6-19-07.)
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CHAPTER 917
Industrial Pretreatment
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917.04 Pretreatment program; fees;
permit.
917.05 Wastewater dischargers.
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Enforcement.
Records retention.
Grievances and appeals.
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CROSS REFERENCES
Definitions - see S.U.& P.S. 911.03
Prohibited discharges - see S.U.& P.S. 911.12
Pretreatment of wastes - see S.U.& P.S. 911.14
Surcharges - see S.U.& P.S. 915.08 et seq.

917.01 PURPOSE; DEFINITION.
(a)
The purpose of this chapter is to establish certain guidelines and standards
necessary for the control of industrial waste discharged into the City wastewater system in
order to prevent the introduction of pollutants into the City wastewater system which could
interfere with the normal operation of the system or contaminate the resulting sludge.
(Ord. 84-40. Passed 4-26-84.)
(b)
References within Chapter 917 to "this chapter" shall be construed to include
Chapter 911 also.
917.02 LIMITATIONS ON WASTEWATER STRENGTH.
(a)
All dischargers shall comply with Section 911.12.
(b)
National Categorical Pretreatment Standards. National categorical pretreatment
standards as promulgated by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) pursuant to the
Act shall be met by all dischargers. An application for modification of the national categorical
pretreatment standards may be considered for submittal to the Regional Administrator by the
City when the City's wastewater treatment system achieves consistent removal of the pollutants
as defined by 40 CFR 403.7.
(c)
State Requirements. State requirements and limitations on discharges to the
sewage disposal system shall be met by all dischargers which are subject to such standards in
any instance in which they are more stringent than Federal requirements and limitations or
those in this or any other applicable ordinance.
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(d)
Right of Revision. The City reserves the right to amend the Codified
Ordinances to provide for more stringent limitations or requirements on discharges to the
sewage disposal system where deemed necessary to comply with the objectives set forth in this
chapter.
(e)
Dilution. No discharger shall increase the use of potable or process water in
any way for the purpose of diluting a discharge as a partial or complete substitute for adequate
treatment to achieve compliance with the standards set forth in the Codified Ordinances,
contained in the Federal pretreatment standards or contained in any State requirements. This
shall not prohibit the use of equalization tanks utilized to regulate flows.
(f)
Supplementary Limitations. No discharger shall discharge wastewater
containing concentrations of the following enumerated materials, exceeding the following
values:
Material
Arsenic
Cadmium
Chromium, Hexavalent
Chromium, Total
Copper
Cyanide, Free
Cyanide, Total
Iron
Lead
Mercury
Nickel
Phenols
Selenium
Silver
Toxic Organics, Any One Solvent
Toxic Organics, Total
Zinc

(mg/L)
0.2
2.0
1.0
2.0
1.0
2.0
2.0
15.0
0.5
0.01
3.0
10.0
0.2
2.0
0.4
2.5
2.0

The Service Director may impose mass limitations on dischargers when deemed
appropriate by the City. The Director may also convert Categorical Pretreatment Standards
expressed in terms of mass to equivalent concentration limits when deemed appropriate.
Mass limitations on dischargers are intended to prevent the use of dilution to meet the
pretreatment standards or requirements of the Codified Ordinances, or in other cases where the
imposition of mass limitations is deemed appropriate by the City.
(Ord. 96-165. Passed 11-6-96.)
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917.03 ACCIDENTAL DISCHARGES.
Each discharger shall provide protection from accidental discharge of prohibited or
regulated materials or substances established by the Codified Ordinances. When there is a
substantial danger to the public health or welfare to the environment or of interfering with the
sewage disposal system as a result of an accidental discharge, facilities to prevent accidental
discharge of prohibited materials shall be provided and maintained at the discharger's cost and
expense. Detailed plans showing facilities and operating procedures to provide this protection
shall be submitted to the City to review, and shall be approved by the City before construction
of the facility. Each existing discharger shall complete its plan and submit same to the City by
December 1, 1984. Construction of the approved facilities shall be completed by May 1,
1986. No discharger shall be permitted to introduce pollutants into the system after May 1,
1985, until accidental discharge protection procedures have been approved by the City. If
facilities are not completed by May 1, 1986, the City may deny permission to discharge.
Review and approval of such plans and operating procedures by the City shall not relieve the
discharger from the responsibility to modify its facility as necessary to meet the requirements
of the Codified Ordinances. Dischargers shall notify the City immediately upon the occurrence
of a "slugload" or accidental discharge of substances prohibited by the Codified Ordinances.
The notification shall include location of discharge, date and time thereof, type of waste,
concentration and volume, and corrective actions. Any discharger who discharges slugs or
accidental discharge of prohibited materials shall be liable for any expense, loss or damage to
the sewage disposal system, in addition to the amount of any fines imposed on the City on
account thereof under State or Federal law.
Signs shall be permanently posted in conspicuous places on discharger's premises,
advising employees who to call in the event of a slug or accidental discharge. Employers shall
instruct all employees who may cause or discover such a discharge with respect to emergency
notification procedures.
(Ord. 84-40. Passed 4-26-84.)
917.04 PRETREATMENT PROGRAM; FEES.
(a)
It is the purpose of this section to establish chargeable fees to industrial
dischargers to compensate the City for costs associated with the City's pretreatment program.
(b)

Council shall adopt, from time to time, charges and fees which may include:
(1)
Fees for filing grievances and appeals;
(2)
Fees for reviewing accidental discharge procedures and construction
required by Section 917.03;
(3)
Fees for monitoring, inspections, sample analysis and surveillance
procedures for scheduled and demand sampling as warranted in the
City's industrial pretreatment program;
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Fees for the City's administration costs associated with industries
required to maintain a scheduled sampling and analysis program, as
warranted in the City's industrial pretreatment program.
Fees shall be the total cost per year for industry incurred by the Service
Director, City Engineer, Wastewater Treatment Plant Superintendent,
Pretreatment Coordinator plus miscellaneous costs for office equipment,
supplies, paper, copying and transportation.
The funds received from the collection of fees for the pretreatment
program shall be deposited as received with the Director of Finance who
shall keep the same in the Sewer Revenue Fund.

Industrial Wastewater Discharge Permit.
(1)
Permit required. No person shall discharge industrial wastes to the
POTW without first obtaining an industrial wastewater discharge permit
and complying with requirements stipulated in the industrial wastewater
discharge permit issued by the City.
(2)
Application. All industrial users, and other users as may be required by
the Service Director, shall submit an application for an industrial
wastewater discharge permit to the Service Director at least ninety days
prior to connecting to or discharging to the POTW. All existing
significant industrial users connected to or discharging to the POTW, and
which have not previously applied for an industrial wastewater discharge
permit, shall make application to the Service Director for a discharge
permit within ninety days of the effective date of this chapter. Each
application shall include:
A.
All information required by Section 917.05.
B.
A list of any environmental control permits held by the facility.
C.
A description of operations, including the nature, rate of
production and Standard Industrial Classification (SIC) of the
operation(s). This description shall include a schematic process
diagram which indicates the point(s) of discharge to the POTW.
D.
A plan of sampling and analysis of regulated pollutants from each
regulated process. For pH, cyanide, total phenols, oil and
grease, sulfide and volatile organics a minimum of four grab
samples shall be analyzed. For all other pollutants, a minimum
of one twenty-four hour flow proportional composite sample shall
be obtained. Samples should be taken immediately downstream
of pretreatment facilities if such exist or immediately downstream
of regulated processes if no pretreatment facilities exist. The
samples shall be representative of the daily operations.
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The certification statement signed by an authorized representative
as required in Section 917.05.

Industrial Wastewater Discharge Permit Conditions.
(1)
Permit conditions. Wastewater discharge permits shall be expressly
subject to all provisions of this chapter and any other applicable
regulations, user charges and fees established by the City. Permits may
contain the following specific conditions:
A.
Statement of duration including issuance and expiration dates.
B.
Limits on average and maximum allowable levels of wastewater
discharge constituents and characteristics.
C.
Limits on average and maximum rate and time of discharge or
requirements for flow regulation or equalization.
D.
Requirements for installation and maintenance of inspection and
sampling facilities and equipment.
E.
Specifications for monitoring programs which may include
sampling locations, frequency of sampling, number, types and
standards for tests, and reporting requirements.
F.
Schedules for attaining compliance.
G.
Requirements for submission of technical reports or discharge
reports.
H.
Requirements for developing and implementing spill and slug
control plans.
I.
Applicable charges and fees.
J.
Other conditions as deemed necessary by the Service Director to
ensure compliance with this chapter.
(2)
Nontransferability. Wastewater discharge permits are issued to a
specific industrial discharger for a specific operation. A wastewater
discharge permit shall not be reassigned, transferred or sold to a new
owner, industrial discharger or different premises without written
consent from the Service Director.
(3)
Permit revisions. The City reserves the right to amend any wastewater
discharge permit issued hereunder in order to assure compliance by the
City with applicable pretreatment standards and requirements. Industrial
users with an effective discharge permit shall be informed of any propsed
changes to the permit at least thirty days prior to the effective date of any
such changes. Any changes or new conditions in the permit shall include
a reasonable time schedule for compliance.
(Ord. 91-124. Passed 10-1-91.)

917.05 WASTEWATER DISCHARGERS.
No person shall discharge sewage, industrial wastes or other wastes to any sewer outlet
within the jurisdiction of the City, without having first complied with the terms of the Codified
Ordinances.
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New sources are required to install and have in operating condition, and shall "start up"
all pollution control equipment required to meet applicable pretreatment standards before
beginning to discharge. New sources shall meet all applicable pretreatment standards within
ninety days of start up.
(a)
Wastewater Discharge Data Disclosure.
(1)
General disclosure. All industrial dischargers proposing to connect to or
discharge sewage, industrial wastes and other wastes to the sewage
disposal system shall comply with all terms of the Codified Ordinances.
(2)
Disclosure forms. Industrial dischargers shall complete and file with the
City a disclosure declaration in the form prescribed by the City.
Existing industrial dischargers shall file disclosure forms within thirty
days after the effective date of this section, and proposed new source
dischargers shall file disclosure forms at least ninety days prior to
connecting to the sewage disposal system. The disclosure to be made by
the discharger shall be made on written forms provided by the City and
shall cover:
A.
Disclosure of name, address and location of the discharger.
B.
Disclosure of Standard Industrial Classification (SIC) number
according to the Standard Industrial Classification Manual,
Bureau of the Budget, 1972, as amended.
C.
Disclosure of wastewater constituents and characteristics
including but not limited to those mentioned in this chapter,
including Appendices A, B and C as appropriate, as determined
by bona fide chemical and biological analyses. Sampling and
analysis shall be performed in accordance with procedures
established by the U.S. EPA and contained in 40 CFR, Part 136,
as amended. Where 40 CFR, Part 136 does not include sampling
analytical techniques for the pollutants in question, or where the
City determines that the Part 136 sampling or analytical
techniques are inappropriate for the pollutant in question,
sampling and analyses shall be performed using validated
analytical methods or any other sampling and analytical
procedures approved by the City. If the discharger monitors a
pollutant more frequently than required by the City, using the
procedures described in this Codified Ordinances, the results of
this monitoring shall be included in the report.
D.
Disclosure of time and duration of discharges.
E.
Disclosure of average daily wastewater flow rates in gallons per
day. All flows shall be measured unless other verifiable
techniques are approved by the City due to cost or nonfeasibility.
F.
Disclosure of site plans, floor plans, mechanical and plumbing
plans and details to show all sewers, sewer connections,
inspection manholes, sampling chambers and appurtenances by
size, location and elevation.
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G.

Description of activities, facilities and plant processes on the
premises including all materials which are or may be discharged
to the sewers or works of the City.
H.
Disclosure of the nature and concentration of any pollutants or
materials prohibited by this chapter in the discharge, together
with a statement regarding whether or not compliance is being
achieved with this chapter on a consistent basis and if not,
whether additional operation and maintenance activities and/or
additional pretreatment is required for the discharger to comply
with this chapter.
I.
The Service Director may at any time require a schedule for
achieving compliance with all terms of the Codified Ordinances.
Such schedule shall be submitted in accordance with the
provisions of Section 917.05(b).
(Ord. 91-96. Passed 8-20-91.)
J.
Disclosure of each product produced by type, amount, process or
processes and rate of production.
K.
Disclosure of the type and amount of raw materials utilized,
average and maximum per day.
L.
All disclosure forms shall be signed by a principal executive
officer of the discharger, or a qualified licensed professional
engineer employed by the discharger.
M.
All sewers shall have an inspection and sampling manhole or
structure with an opening of no less than twenty-four inches
diameter and an internal diameter of no less than forty-eight
inches containing flow measuring, recording and sampling
equipment as required by the City to assure compliance with this
chapter.
The City will evaluate the complete disclosure form and data furnished by the
discharger and may require additional information. Within thirty days after full evaluation and
acceptance of the data furnished, the City shall notify the discharger of the City's acceptance
thereof.
(b)
Additional Pretreatment. Where additional pretreatment and/or operation and
maintenance activities will be required to comply with the Codified Ordinances,
the discharger shall provide a declaration of the shortest schedule by which the
discharger will provide such additional pretreatment and/or implementation of
additional operational and maintenance activities.
(1)
The schedule shall contain milestone dates for the commencement and
completion of major events leading to the construction and operation of
additional pretreatment required for the discharger to comply with the
requirements of the Codified Ordinances including, but not limited to,
dates relating to hiring an engineer, completing preliminary plans,
completing final plans, executing contract for major components,
commencing construction, completing construction and all other acts to
achieve compliance with the Codified Ordinances.
1992 Replacement
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Under no circumstances shall the City permit a time increment for any
single step directed toward compliance which exceeds nine months.
Not later than fourteen days following each milestone date in the
schedule and the final date for compliance, the discharger shall submit a
progress report to the City, including no less than a statement as to
whether or not it complied with the increment of progress represented by
that milestone date and, if not, the date on which it expects to comply
with this increment of progress, the reason for delay, and the steps being
taken by the discharger to return the construction to the approved
schedule. In no event shall more than nine months elapse between such
progress reports to the City.
The City will evaluate the complete disclosure form and data furnished
by the discharger and may require additional information. Within thirty
days after full evaluation and acceptance of the data furnished, the City
shall notify the discharger of the City's acceptance or nonacceptance
thereof.
Standards modification. The City reserves the right to amend the
Codified Ordinances and the terms and conditions thereof in order to
assure compliance by the City with applicable laws and regulations.
Where a discharger, subject to a national categorical pretreatment
standard, has not previously submitted a disclosure form as required by
this section, the discharger shall file a disclosure form with the City
within 180 days after the promulgation of the applicable national
categorical pretreatment standard by the U.S. EPA. In addition, any
discharger operating on the basis of a previous filing of a disclosure
statement shall submit to the City within 180 days after the promulgation
of an applicable national geographical pretreatment standard, the
additional information required by the City disclosure statement. The
discharger shall be informed of any proposed changes in the ordinance at
least thirty days prior to the effective date of change. Any changes or
new conditions in the Codified Ordinances shall include a reasonable
time schedule for compliance.
The limitations set on toxic metal discharges shall be evaluated by the
dischargers of the toxic metal and the City when one of the following
conditions exists:
A.
One year after implementation of this chapter and every year
thereafter.
B.
Any time the effluent or the sludge from the sewage treatment
plant is consistently above or below the water quality standards or
effluent limits established by the Ohio EPA.
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Reporting Requirements for Discharger.
(1)
Compliance date report. Within ninety days following the date for final
compliance by a discharger with applicable pretreatment standards set
forth in the Codified Ordinances or ninety days following
commencement of the introduction of wastewater into the sewage
disposal system by a new discharger, any discharger subject to the
Codified Ordinances shall submit to the City a report indicating the
nature and concentration of all prohibited or regulated substances
contained in its discharge, and the average and maximum daily flow in
gallons. The report shall state whether the applicable Federal or State
pretreatment standards or requirements are being met on a consistent
basis and, if not, what additional operation and maintenance and/or
pretreatment is necessary to bring the discharger into compliance with
the applicable pretreatment standards or requirements. This statement
shall be signed by an authorized representative of the discharger, meeting
the requirements of 40 CFR 403.12 (1). The report certification shall
meet the requirements of 40 CFR 403.6 (2).
(2)
Periodic compliance reports.
A.
Any categorical industrial user and any noncategorical significant
industrial user is required to self-monitor and report regarding all
discharges in accordance with the frequency of monitoring
required in the individual wastewater discharge permit. Such
report shall indicate the nature and concentration of prohibited or
regulated substances in the effluent which are limited by the
pretreatment standards hereof. In addition, this report shall
include a record of all measured or estimated average and
maximum daily flows during the reporting period. Flows shall be
recorded on the basis of actual measurement, provided however,
where cost or feasibility considerations justify, the City may
accept reports of average and maximum flows estimated by
verifiable techniques. In the event the sampling data indicates a
violation, the discharger shall notify the City within twenty-four
hours of the discharger becoming aware of the violation. The
discharger shall repeat the sampling and analysis and submit the
results to the City within thirty days of initially becoming aware
of the violation.
B.
Report of dischargers for the reporting period shall be based on
data compiled in such reporting period. Reports of dischargers
shall contain all results of sampling and analysis of the discharge,
including the flow and the nature and concentration, or
production and mass where required by the
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City. The frequency of monitoring by the discharger shall be as
prescribed in the applicable national categorical pretreatment
standards or at intervals determined to be necessary by the City.
If pollutant concentration in the discharge is of such varying
nature, or if the likelihood of a "slug" of a pollutant is so great
that a "grab" sample of the wastewater cannot be relied upon to
furnish a representative analysis of the industry's discharge, then
the City may require the installation of special sampling devices.
These may include a continuous sampling pump coupled to a flow
meter in such a way that the size of the sample is proportional to
the total flow. The discharger shall be responsible for the
collection and testing of the aforementioned samples. All tests
shall be done by independent laboratories, with a copy of the
results forwarded directly to the Mayor, City of North Olmsted,
Ohio, 44070. Samples shall be collected in such a manner as to
be representative of the composition of the wastes. Every care
shall be exercised in the collection of samples to ensure their
preservation in a state comparable to that at the time the sample
was taken. Analysis - Laboratory procedures used in the
examination of industrial waste shall be those set forth in and in
accordance with 40 CFR 136 entitled:
"Guidelines Establishing Test Procedures for Analysis of
Pollutants", or in accordance with any other technique required
by the U.S. E.P.A.
Monitoring facilities. Each discharger so directed by the City
shall provide and operate, at the discharger's own expense, a
monitoring facility to allow inspection, sampling and flow
measurement of each sewer discharge to the City. Each
monitoring facility shall be situated on the discharger's premises.
Except where such a location would be impractical or cause
undue hardship on the discharger, the City may concur with the
facility being constructed in the public street or sidewalk area
providing the facility is located so it will not be obstructed by
landscaping or parked vehicles. There shall be ample room in or
near such sampling facility to allow accurate sampling and
preparation of samples for analysis. The facility, sampling and
measuring equipment shall be maintained at all times in a safe and
proper operating condition at the expense of the discharger. All
monitoring facilities shall be constructed and maintained in
accordance with all applicable local construction standards and
specifications. Construction shall be completed within 120 days
of receipt of written
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notice from the City directing the discharger to construct the
facilities. All sanitary sewers requiring monitoring shall have an
inspection and sampling manhole or structure with an opening of
no less than twenty-four inches diameter and an internal diameter
of no less than forty-eight inches containing such flow measuring,
recording, and sampling equipment as may be required by the
City to ensure compliance with the Codified Ordinances. Such
structure may be utilized by the discharger for his monitoring
program if approved by the City.
Inspection and sampling. The City may inspect the monitoring
facilities of any discharger to determine compliance with the
requirements of the Codified Ordinances.
The discharger shall allow the City or its representatives to enter
upon the premises of the discharger at all reasonable hours, for
the purposes of inspection, sampling, observation, measurement,
testing, records examination or in the performance of any of their
duties.
The City shall have the right to set up on the discharger's
property necessary devices to conduct sampling, inspection,
compliance monitoring, metering operations or all of these. The
City shall have the right to copy the discharger's records relevant
to determining compliance with the requirements of the Codified
Ordinances. Results of sampling, inspection, monitoring and
metering done by the City will be available to the discharger.
Confidential information. Information and data furnished to the
City with respect to the nature and frequency of discharge shall
be available to the public or other government agency without
restriction unless the discharger specifically requests and is able
to demonstrate to the satisfaction of the City that the release of
such information would divulge information, processes or
methods of production entitled to protection as trade secrets or
proprietary information of the discharger. When requested by a
discharger furnishing a report, the portions of a report which may
disclose trade secrets or secret processes shall not be made
available for inspection by the public but shall be made available
upon written request to governmental agencies for use related to
this chapter, the national pollutant discharge elimination system
(NPDES) permit, State disposal system permit, the pretreatment
programs or all of these, provided however, that such portions of
a report shall be available for use by the State or any State agency
in judicial review or enforcement proceedings
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involving the discharger furnishing the report. Wastewater
constituents and characteristics will not be recognized as
confidential information. Information accepted by the City as
confidential shall not be transmitted to any party except as
provided herein and unless a ten-day notification is given to the
discharger.
All industrial users shall promptly notify the Service Director in advance of any
substantial changes in the volume or character of pollutants in their discharge,
including the listed or characteristic hazardous wastes for which the industrial
user has submitted initial notification under 40 CFR 403.12(p).
All reports required by this chapter of the Codified Ordinances shall be signed
by an authorized representative as defined in Section 911.03(5) and all reports
shall include the following certification statement:
I certify under penalty of law that this document and all attachments
were prepared under my direction or supervision in accordance with a
system designed to assure that qualified personnel properly gather and
evaluate the information submitted. Based on my inquiry of the person
or persons who manage the system or those persons directly responsible
for gathering the information, the information submitted is to the best of
my knowledge and belief, true, accurate and complete. I am aware that
there are significant penalties for submitting false information, including
the possibility of fine and imprisonment for knowing violations.
(Ord. 84-40. Passed 4-26-84; Ord. 90-122. Passed 10-16-90; Ord. 9196. Passed 8-20-91.)

917.06 ENFORCEMENT.
(a)
No discharger shall violate any provision, regulation or requirement of the
Codified Ordinances.
(b)
Whenever the Service Director finds a discharger in violation of the Codified
Ordinances, he may serve written notice upon the violator stating a brief and concise
description of the violation and direct compliance with the Codified Ordinances within ten
days.
Service of the notice shall be made personally or by certified mail upon the discharger
or authorized representative of the industrial user.
(c)
When the violation has not been corrected as directed by the Service Director,
the Service Director may issue a written citation to the discharger. The citation shall contain a
brief and concise description of the particulars of the violation, the proposed enforcement
action, as well as the time and place of a hearing. The date of the hearing shall be no earlier
than thirty days nor later than sixty days from the date of service. Service of the citation shall
be made personally or by certified mail upon the discharger or authorized representative of the
industrial user. Service is complete on date of mailing.
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The City Service Director shall be the officer before which the hearing
shall be conducted. He shall determine the order in which the hearing
shall proceed.
At the hearing the discharger or its representative or attorney shall be
permitted to present its position, arguments and contentions. Evidence
may be admitted and witnesses may be examined and cross-examined to
either support the discharger's position or to refute evidence and
testimony offered by the City Engineer. Further, the right to proffer
evidence into the record shall be recognized. All witnesses shall be
placed under oath and the City Service Director shall permit subpoenas
to be issued upon written request. If neither the discharger nor its
authorized representative appear at the hearing, the City Service Director
shall proceed with the hearing.
Within thirty days from the date of the hearing, the City Service Director
shall render his decision in writing, supported by conclusions of fact
suporting his decision, to all parties. The City Service Director may
order any appropriate relief including dismissal of the City Engineer's
citation or termination of wastewater treatment services to the
discharger. The decision of the City Service Director shall be a final
administrative order and any discharger adversely affected by such
decision may appeal to the common pleas court according to law.

(d)
Emergency Suspension of Service. The City may for good cause shown
suspend the wastewater treatment service to a discharger when it appears to the City that an
actual or threatened discharge presents or threatens an imminent or substantial danger to the
health or welfare of persons, substantial danger to the environment, interference with the
operation of the POTW, or violation of any pretreatment limits imposed by this chapter. Any
discharger notified of the suspension of the City's wastewater treatment service shall within a
reasonable period of time, as determined by the City, cease all discharges. In the event of
failure of the discharger to comply voluntarily with the suspension order within the specified
time, the City shall commence judicial proceedings immediately thereafter to compel the
discharger's compliance with such order. The City shall reinstate the wastewater treatment
service and terminate judicial proceedings pending proof by the discharger of the elimination of
the noncomplying discharge or conditions creating the threat of imminent or substantial danger
as set forth above.
(e)
Revocation of Treatment Services. The City may seek to terminate the
wastewater treatment services to any discharger which fails to: factually report the wastewater
constituents and characteristics of its discharge; report significant changes in wastewater
constituents or characteristics; give reasonable access to the discharger's premises by
representatives of the City for the purpose of inspection or monitoring; or comply with the
conditions of this chapter, or any final judicial order entered with respect thereto.
(Ord. 84-40. Passed 8-20-91.)
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(f)
At least annually, the Service Director shall publish a list of all industrial users
which at any time during the previous twelve months were in significant noncompliance with
applicable pretreatment requirements. For the purpose of this provision, an industrial user is
in significant noncompliance if its violations meet one or more of the following criteria:
(1)
Chronic violations of wastewater discharge limits, defined here as those
in which sixty-six percent (66%) or more of all of the measurements
taken during a six-month period exceed (by any magnitude) the daily
maximum limit or the average limit for the same pollutant parameter;
(2)
Technical Review Criteria (TRC) violations, defined here as those in
which thirty-three percent (33%) or more of all of the measurements for
each pollutant parameter taken during a six-month period equal or
exceed the product of the daily maximum limit or the average limit
multiplied by the applicable TRC (TRC=1.4 for BOD, TSS, fats, oil
and grease, and 1.2 for all other pollutants except pH);
(3)
Any other violation of a pretreatment effluent limit (daily maximum or
longer term average) that the Service Director determines has caused,
alone or in combination with other discharges, interference or pass
through (including endangering the health of POTW personnel or the
general public);
(4)
Any discharge of a pollutant that has caused imminent endangerment of
human health, welfare or to the environment or has resulted in the
POTW's exercise of emergency authority to halt or prevent such a
discharge;
(5)
Failure to meet, within ninety days after the schedule date, a compliance
schedule milestone contained in a wastewater discharge permit or
enforcement order for starting construction, completing construction or
attaining final compliance;
(6)
Failure to provide, within thirty days after the due date, required reports
such as baseline monitoring reports, ninety-day compliance reports,
periodic self-monitoring reports and reports on compliance with
compliance schedules;
(7)
Failure to accurately report noncompliance;
(8)
Any other violation or group of violations which the Service Director
determines will or has adversely affected the operation or implementation
of the City's pretreatment program.
(Ord. 91-96. Passed 10-20-91.)
(g)
Operating Upsets. Any discharger which experiences an upset in operations
which places the discharger in a temporary state of noncompliance with the Codified
Ordinances shall inform the City within twenty-four hours of first awareness of the
commencement of the upset. Where such information is given orally, a written follow-up
report thereof shall be filed by the discharger with the City within five days. The report shall
specify:
1992 Replacement
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(1)

Description of the upset, the cause thereof and the upset's impact on the
discharger's compliance status;
(2)
Duration of noncompliance, including exact dates and times of
noncompliance, and if the noncompliance continues, the time by which
the compliance is reasonably expected to occur;
(3)
All steps taken or to be taken to reduce, eliminate and prevent recurrence
of such an upset for other conditions of noncompliance.
A documented and verified bona fide operating upset shall be an affirmative defense to
any enforcement action brought by the City against a discharger for any noncompliance with
the chapter which arises out of violations alleged to have occurred during the period of the
upset.
When it can be demonstrated that circumstances exist which would create an
unreasonable burden on the person to comply with the time schedule imposed by the Codified
Ordinances, a written request for extension of time may be presented for consideration by the
City.
(h)
Right of Appeal. Any discharger or any interested party shall have the right to
request in writing an interpretation or ruling by the City on any matter covered by this chapter
and shall be entitled to a prompt written reply. In the event that such inquiry is by a discharger
and deals with matters of performance or compliance with this chapter for which enforcement
activity relating to an alleged violation is the subject, receipt of a discharger's request, shall
stay all enforcement proceedings pending receipt of the aforesaid written reply. Appeal of any
final judicial order entered pursuant to this chapter may be taken in accordance with local and
State law.
(i)
Other Remedies. Notwithstanding any other enforcement procedure listed in the
Codified Ordinances, whenever it is determined there is a substantial danger to the public
health or welfare or a substantial danger to the environment or of interfering with the POTW
due to the acts or omissions of any discharger, the City may, through its appropriate officials,
seek a temporary restraining order, temporary or permanent injunction or abatement in the
Court of Common Pleas and shall not be required under these conditions to exhaust the
administrative procedures within the Codified Ordinances as a condition precedent to the
commencement of such action.
(Ord. 84-40. Passed 4-26-84.)
917.07 RECORDS RETENTION.
All dischargers subject to the Codified Ordinances shall retain and preserve for no less
than three years, any records, books, documents, memoranda, reports, correspondence and
any and all summaries thereof, relating to monitoring, sampling and chemical analyses made
by or in behalf of a discharger in connection with its discharge. All records which pertain to
materials which are the subject of administrative adjustment or any other enforcement or
litigation activities brought by the City pursuant hereto shall be retained and preserved by the
discharger until all enforcement activities have concluded and all periods of limitation with
respect to any and all appeals have expired.
(Ord. 84-40. Passed 4-26-84.)
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917.08 GRIEVANCES AND APPEALS.
Requirements for filing a grievance or appeal shall be in accordance with Section
911.18.
(Ord. 84-40. Passed 4-26-84.)
917.99 PENALTY.
(a)
Administrative Enforcement Remedies.
(1)
Notification of violation. Whenever the Superintendent finds that any
industrial user has violated or is violating this chapter, or a wastewater
permit or order issued hereunder, the Superintendent or his agent may
serve upon such user written notice of the violation. Within ten days of
the receipt date of this notice, an explanation of the violation and a plan
for the satisfactory correction and prevention thereof, to include specific
required actions, shall be submitted to the Superintendent. Submission
of this plan in no way relieves the user of liability for any violations
occurring before or after receipt of the notice of violation.
(2)
Consent orders. The Superintendent is hereby empowered to enter into
consent orders, assurances of voluntary compliance or other similar
documents establishing an agreement with the industrial user responsible
for the noncompliance. Such orders shall include specific action to be
taken by the industrial user to correct the noncompliance within a time
period also specified by the order. Consent orders shall have the same
force and effect as administrative orders issued pursuant to subsection
(a)(4) hereof.
(3)
Show cause hearing. The Superintendent may order any industrial user
which causes or contributes to a violation of this chapter or wastewater
permit or order issued hereunder, to show cause why a proposed
enforcement action should not be taken.
Notice shall be served on the user specifying the time and place
for the meeting, the proposed enforcement action and the reason for such
action, and a request that the user show cause why this proposed
enforcement action should not be taken. The notice of the meeting shall
be served personally or by registered or certified mail (return receipt
requested) at least ten days prior to the hearing. Such notice may be
served on any principal executive, general partner or corporate officer.
Whether or not a duly notified industrial user appears as noticed,
immediate enforcement action may be pursued.
(4)
Compliance order. When the Superintendent finds that an industrial user
has violated or continues to violate this chapter or a permit or order
issued thereunder, he may issue an order to the industrial user
responsible for the discharge directing that, following a specified time
period, sewer service shall be discontinued unless adequate treatment
facilities, devices or other related appurtenances have been installed and
are properly operated. Orders may also contain such other requirements
as might be reasonably necessary and appropriate to address the
noncompliance, including the installation of pretreatment technology,
additional self-monitoring and management practices.
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Cease and desist orders. When the Superintendent finds that an
industrial user has violated or continues to violate this chapter or any
permit or order issued hereunder, the Superintendent may issue an order
to cease and desist all such violations and direct those persons in
noncompliance to:
A.
Comply forthwith.
B.
Take such appropriate remedial or preventive action as may be
needed to properly address a continuing or threatened violation,
including halting operations and terminating the discharge.
Administrative fines. Notwithstanding any other section of this chapter,
any user who is found to have violated any provision of this chapter, or
permits or orders issued hereunder, shall be fined in an amount not to
exceed one thousand dollars ($1,000) per violation. Each day on which
noncompliance occurs or continues shall be deemed a separate and
distinct violation. Such assessments may be added to the user's next
scheduled sewer service charge and the Superintendent shall have such
other collection remedies as he has to collect other service charges.
Unpaid charges, fines and penalties shall constitute a lien against the
individual user's property. Industrial users desiring to dispute such fines
shall file a request for the Superintendent to reconsider the fine within
ten days of being notified of the fine. Where the Superintendent believes
a request has merit, he shall convene a hearing on the matter within
fifteen days of receiving the request from the industrial user.
Emergency suspensions.
A.
The Superintendent may suspend the wastewater treatment service
and/or wastewater permit of an industrial user whenever such
suspension is necessary in order to stop an actual or threatened
discharge presenting or causing an imminent or substantial
endangerment to the health or welfare of persons, the POTW or
the environment.
B.
Any user notified of a suspension of the wastewater treatment
service and/or the wastewater permits shall immediately stop or
eliminate its contribution. In the event of a user's failure to
immediately comply voluntarily with the suspension order, the
Superintendent shall take such steps as deemed necessary,
including immediate severance of the sewer connection, to
prevent or minimize damage to the POTW, its receiving stream,
or endangerment to any individuals. The Superintendent shall
allow the user to commence its discharge when the endangerment
has passed, unless the termination proceedings set forth in
subsection (a)(8) hereof are initiated against the user.
C.
An industrial user which is responsible, in whole or in part, for
imminent endangerment shall submit a detailed written statement
describing the causes of the harmful contribution and the
measures taken to prevent any future occurrence to the
Superintendent prior to the date of the hearing described above.
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Termination of permit. Significant industrial users proposing to
discharge into the POTW shall first obtain a wastewater discharge permit
from the Control Authority. Any user who violates the following
conditions of this subsection or wastewater discharge permit or order, or
any applicable or state and federal law, is subject to permit termination:
A.
Violation of permit conditions.
B.
Failure to accurately report the wastewater constituents and
characteristics of its discharge.
C.
Failure to report significant changes in operations or wastewater
constituents or characteristics.
D.
Refusal of reasonable access to the user's premise for the purpose
of inspection, monitoring or sampling.
Noncompliant industrial users shall be notified of the proposed
termination of their wastewater permit and be offered an opportunity to
show cause under subsection (a)(3) hereof why the proposed action
should not be taken.

(b)
Judicial Remedies. If any person discharges sewage, industrial wastes or other
wastes into the wastewater disposal system contrary to the provisions of this chapter or any
order or permit issued hereunder, the Superintendent, through the City Attorney, may
commence an action for appropriate legal and/or equitable relief in the Common Pleas Court
for Cuyahoga County.
(1)
Injunctive relief. Whenever an industrial user has violated or continues
to violate the provisions of this chapter or permit or order issued
hereunder, the Superintendent, through counsel, may petition the Court
for the issuance of a preliminary or permanent injunction or both (as may
be appropriate) which restrains or compels the activities on the part of
the industrial user. The Superintendent shall have such remedies to
collect these fees as it has to collect other sewer service charges.
(2)
Civil penalties.
A.
Any industrial user who has violated or continues to violate this
chapter or any order or permit issued hereunder, shall be liable to
the Superintendent for a civil penalty of not more than ten
thousand dollars ($10,000) but at least one thousand dollars
($1,000), plus actual damages incurred by the POTW per
violation per day for as long as the violation continues. In
addition to the above described penalty and damages, the
Superintendent may recover reasonable attorney's fees, court
costs and other expenses associated with the enforcement
activities, including sampling and monitoring expenses.
B.
The Superintendent shall permit the Court to impose, assess and
recover such sums. In determining amount of liability, the Court
shall take into account all relevant circumstances, including, but
not limited to, the extent of harm caused by the violation, the
magnitude and duration, any economic benefit gained through the
industrial user's violation, corrective actions by the industrial
user, the compliance history of the user and any other factor as
justice requires.
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Criminal prosecution.
A.
Violations - generally.
1.
Any industrial user who willfully or negligently violates
any provision of this chapter or any order or permits
issued hereunder shall be punished by a fine not to exceed
one thousand dollars ($1,000) per violation per day or
imprisonment for not more than one year or both.
2.
In the event of a second conviction, the user shall be
punished by a fine not to exceed three thousand dollars
($3,000) per violation per day or imprisonment for not
more than three years or both.
B.
Falsifying information.
1.
Any industrial user who knowingly makes any false
statements, representations or certifications in any
application, record, report, plan or other document filed
or required to be maintained pursuant to this chapter, or
wastewater permit, or who falsifies, tampers with or
knowingly renders inaccurate any monitoring device or
method required under this chapter shall be punished by a
fine of not more than one thousand dollars ($1,000) per
violation per day or imprisonment for not more than one
year or both.
2.
In the event of a second conviction, the user shall be
punished by a fine not exceeding three thousand dollars
($3,000) per violation per day or imprisonment for not
more than three years or both.

Supplemental Enforcement Remedies.
(1)
Annual publication of significant noncompliance. The Superintendent
shall publish, at least annually in the largest daily newspaper circulated
in the service area, a description of those industrial users which are
found to be in significant noncompliance, as defined in Section 911.03,
with any provision of this chapter or any permit or order issued
hereunder during the period since the previous publication.
(2)
Performance bond. The Superintendent may decline to reissue a permit
to any industrial user which has failed to comply with the provision of
this chapter or any order or previous permit issued hereunder unless such
user first files with it a satisfactory bond, payable to the POTW, in a
sum not to exceed a value determined by the Superintendent to be
necessary to achieve consistent compliance.
(3)
Liability insurance. The Superintendent may decline to reissue a permit
to any industrial user which has failed to comply with the provisions of
this chapter or any order or previous permit issued hereunder, unless the
industrial user first submits proof that it has obtained financial assurances
sufficient to restore or repair POTW damage caused by its discharge.
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Public nuisances. Any violation of the prohibitions or effluent
limitations of this chapter or permit or order issued hereunder may be
declared a public nuisance as defined in Section 1331.03 and shall be
corrected or abated as directed by the Superintendent or his designee.
Any person(s) creating a public nuisance may be subject to the
provisions of the Chapter 1331 governing such nuisances, including
reimbursing the POTW for any costs incurred in removing, abating or
remedying such nuisance.
Informant rewards. The Superintendent is authorized to pay up to five
hundred dollars ($500.00) for information leading to the discovery of
noncompliance by an industrial user. In the event that the information
provided results in an administrative fine or civil penalty levied against
the user, the Superintendent is authorized to disburse up to ten percent
(10%) of the collected fine or penalty to the informant. However, a
single reward payment may not exceed ten thousand dollars ($10,000).
Contractor listings.
A.
Industrial users which have not achieved consistent compliance
with applicable pretreatment standards and requirements are not
eligible to receive a contractual award for the sale of goods or
services to the City.
B.
Existing contracts for the sale of goods or services to the City
held by an industrial user found to be in significant violation with
pretreatment standards may be terminated at the discretion of the
Municipality.
(Ord. 2012-42. Passed 6-5-12.)
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CHAPTER 919
Roadside Ditches
919.01 Raw sewage in ditches.
919.02 Treated sewage in ditches.

919.03 Obstructions and refuse.
919.99 Penalty.

CROSS REFERENCES
Notice to remove obstructions from culverts, drains or ditches - see
Ohio R.C. 715.47, GEN. OFF. 521.05
Deposit of offensive garbage and rubbish - see GEN. OFF. 521.08
Use of public sewers required - see S.U.& P.S. 911.05
Ditch drainage pipes - see BLDG. Ch. 1337

919.01 RAW SEWAGE IN DITCHES.
No person shall discharge, or cause to be discharged, into the roadside ditches of the City
any raw sewage. (Ord. 2425. Passed 1-15-57.)
919.02 TREATED SEWAGE IN DITCHES.
No person shall discharge, or cause to be discharged, into the roadside ditches of the City
any liquid or affluent which has been treated by passage through individual sewerage treatment
devices. (Ord. 2425. Passed 1-15-57.)
919.03 OBSTRUCTIONS AND REFUSE.
No person shall throw, place or put any obstructions, material of any kind or refuse into
any culvert, drain, ditch or watercourse in the City.
(Ord. 758. Passed 2-1-49.)
919.99 PENALTY.
Whoever violates any provision of this chapter is guilty of a minor misdemeanor. Any
such violation shall constitute a separate offense on each successive day continued.
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CHAPTER 926
Riparian Setbacks and Wetland Setbacks
926.01 General purpose.
926.02 Legislative finding and specific
regulatory intent.
926.03 Definitions.
926.04 Comprehensive Storm Water
Management Plan.
926.05 Application.
926.06 Designated watercourses and
riparian setbacks.
926.07 Establishment of wetland
setbacks.
926.08 Procedure for wetland setbacks.
926.09 Delineation of riparian and
wetland setbacks.
926.10 Conditions to be maintained
within delineated riparian and
wetland setbacks.

926.11 Uses permitted in riparian and
wetland setbacks.
926.12 Uses prohibited in riparian and
wetland setbacks.
926.13 Nonconforming structures
or uses in riparian and
wetland setbacks.
926.14 Variances within riparian and
wetland setbacks.
926.15 Boundary interpretation and
appeals procedure.
926.16 Inspection of riparian and
wetland setbacks.
926.17 Cost of consultations.
926.18 Conflicts, severability,
nuisances and responsibility.
926.99 Violations and penalties.

926.01 GENERAL PURPOSE.
The general purpose of these regulations is to:
(a)
Protect the receiving stream's physical, chemical, and biological characteristics
and to maintain stream functions.
(b)
Establish consistent, technically feasible and operationally practical standards to
achieve a level of storm water quantity and quality control that will minimize
damage to public and private property and degradation of water resources, and
will promote and maintain the health, safety, and welfare of the residents of the
City of North Olmsted.
(c)
Preserve to the maximum extent practicable the natural drainage characteristics
of the City of North Olmsted and building sites, and minimize the need to
construct, repair, and replace enclosed storm drain systems.
(d)
Preserve to the maximum extent practicable natural infiltration and ground water
recharge, and maintain subsurface flow that replenishes water resources,
wetlands, and wells.
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Prevent unnecessary stripping of vegetation and loss of soil, especially adjacent
to water resources and wetlands.
Reduce the need for costly maintenance and repairs to roads, embankments,
sewage systems, ditches, water resources, wetlands, and storm water
management practices that are the result of inadequate storm water control due
to the loss of riparian areas and wetlands.
Reduce the expense of remedial projects needed to address problems caused by
inadequate storm water control.
(Ord. 2006-67. Passed 3-7-06.)

926.02 LEGISLATIVE FINDING AND SPECIFIC REGULATORY INTENT.
It is hereby determined that the system of wetlands, riparian areas, rivers, streams, and
other natural watercourses within the City of North olmsted contributes to the health, safety,
and general welfare of the residents. The specific purpose and intent of this part of these
regulations is to regulate uses and developments within riparian and wetland setbacks that
would impair the ability of riparian and wetland areas to:
(a)
Reduce flood impacts by absorbing peak flows, slowing the velocity of
floodwaters, and regulating base flow.
(b)
Assist in stabilizing the banks of watercourses to reduce bank erosion and the
downstream transport of sediments eroded from watercourse banks.
(c)
Reduce pollutants in watercourses during periods of high flows by filtering,
settling, and transforming pollutants already present in watercourses.
(d)
Reduce pollutants in watercourses by filtering, settling, transforming and
absorbing pollutants in runoff before they enter watercourses.
(e)
Provide watercourse habitats with shade and food.
(f)
Provide habitat to a wide array of aquatic organisms, wildlife, many of which
are on Ohio's Endangered and/or Threatened Species listings, by maintaining
diverse and connected riparian and wetland vegetation.
(g)
Benefit the City economically by minimizing encroachment on wetlands and
watercourse channels and the need for costly engineering solutions such as
dams, retention basins, and rip rap to protect structures and reduce property
damage and threats to the safety of residents; and by contributing to the scenic
beauty and environment of the City, and thereby preserving the character of the
City, the quality of life of the residents of the City, and corresponding property
values.
The following regulations have been enacted to protect these services of riparian and
wetland areas by providing reasonable controls governing structures and uses within a wetland
and/or riparian setback along designated watercourses in the City.
(Ord. 2006-67. Passed 3-7-06.)

2013 Replacement

64C

.

Riparian Setbacks and Wetland Setbacks

926.03

926.03 DEFINITIONS.
As used in this chapter, the following words and phrases have the following meaning:
(a)
APPROVING AUTHORITY: The official responsible for administering the
applicable program(s).
(b)
BEST MANAGEMENT PRACTICE (BMP): Any practice or combination of
practices that is determined to be the most effective, practicable (including
technological, economic, and institutional considerations) means of preventing
or reducing the amount of pollution generated by nonpoint sources of pollution
to a level compatible with water quality goals. BMPs may include structural
practices, conservation practices and operation and maintenance procedures.
(c)
CERTIFIED PROFESSIONAL IN EROSION AND SEDIMENT CONTROL
(CPESC): A person that has subscribed to the Code of Ethics and has met the
requirements established by the CPESC Council of Certified Professional In
Erosion and Sediment Control, Inc. to be a Certified Professional in Erosion and
Sediment Control.
(d)
CHANNEL: A natural stream that conveys water, or a ditch or channel
excavated for the natural flow of water.
(e)
CONCENTRATED STORM WATER RUNOFF: Surface water runoff which
converges and flows primarily through water conveyance features such as
swales, gullies, waterways, channels or storm sewers, and which exceeds the
maximum specified flow rates of filters or perimeter controls intended to control
sheet flow.
(f)
CONSERVATION: The wise use and management of natural resources.
(g)
DAMAGED OR DISEASED TREES: Trees that have split trunks; broken tops;
heart rot; insect or fungus problems that will lead to imminent death; undercut
root systems that put the tree in imminent danger of falling; leaning as a result
of root failure that puts the tree in imminent danger of falling, or any other
condition that puts the tree in imminent danger of being uprooted or falling.
(h)
DETENTION BASIN: A storm water management pond that does not maintain
a permanent pool of water.
(i)
DESIGNATED WATERCOURSE: A watercourse that is contained within,
flows through, or borders the City and meets the criteria set forth in these
regulations.
(j)
DETERIORATED STRUCTURE: A structure which has sustained substantial
damage from any origin whereby the cost of restoring the structure to its before
damaged condition would be equal to, or greater than 50% of the market value
of the structure before the damage occurred.
(k)
DEVELOPMENT AREA: Any tract, lot, or parcel of land, or combination of
tracts, lots or parcels of land, which are in one ownership, or are contiguous
and in diverse ownership, where earth-disturbing activity is to be performed.
(l)
DITCH: An excavation, either dug or natural, for the purpose of drainage or
irrigation, and having intermittent flow.
(m)
DUMPING: The grading, pushing, piling, throwing, unloading or placing of
soil or other material.
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EARTH DISTURBING ACTIVITY: Any grading, excavating, filling, or other
alteration of the earth's surface where natural or man-made ground cover is
destroyed.
EROSION: The process by which the land surface is worn away by the action of
water, wind, ice or gravity.
EXISTING: In existence at the time of the passage of this section and these
regulations.
FEDERAL EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AGENCY (FEMA): The agency
with overall responsibility for administering the National Flood Insurance
Program.
GRADING: Earth disturbing activity such as excavation, stripping, cutting,
filling, stockpiling, or any combination thereof.
IMPERVIOUS COVER: Any surface that cannot effectively absorb or infiltrate
water. This includes roads, streets, parking lots, rooftops, and sidewalks.
INTERMITTENT STREAM: A natural channel that may have some water in
pools but where surface flows are non-existent or interstitial (flowing through
sand and gravel in stream beds) for periods of one week or more during typical
summer months.
LARGER COMMON PLAN OF DEVELOPMENT OR SALE: A contiguous
area where multiple separate and distinct construction activities may be taking
place at different times on different schedules under one plan.
LANDSLIDE: The rapid mass movement of soil and rock material downhill
under the influence of gravity in which the movement of the soil mass occurs
along an interior surface of sliding.
CUYAHOGA SWCD: The local county Soil and Water Conservation District.
NATIONAL WETLANDS INVENTORY MAP: Wetland maps that were
created by the Fish and Wildlife Service, United States Department of Interior.
NATURAL RESOURCES CONSERVATION SERVICE (NRCS): An agency
of the United States Department of Agriculture, formerly known as the Soil
Conservation Service (SCS).
NPDES PERMIT: A National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System Permit
issued by Ohio EPA under the authority of the USEPA, and derived from the
Federal Clean Water Act.
NOXIOUS WEED: Any plant species defined by the Ohio Department of
Agriculture as a "noxious weed" and listed as such by the Department. For the
purposes of this regulation, the most recent version of this list at the time of
application of these regulations shall prevail.
OHIO EPA: The Ohio Environmental Protection Agency.
OHIO WETLANDS INVENTORY MAP: Wetland maps that were created by
the Natural Resources Conservation Service, USDA and the Ohio Department of
Natural Resources.
ORDINARY HIGH WATER MARK: The point of the bank or shore to which
the presence and action of surface water is so continuous as to leave a district
marked by erosion, destruction or prevention of woody terrestrial vegetation,
predominance of aquatic vegetation, or other easily recognized characteristic.

2013 Replacement

64E

Riparian Setbacks and Wetland Setbacks

926.03

(ee)

OUTFALL: An area where water flows from a structure such as a conduit,
storm sewer, improved channel or drain, and the area immediately beyond the
structure which is impacted by the velocity of flow in the structure.
(ff)
PERSON: Any individual, corporation, partnership, limited liability company,
joint venture, agency, unincorporated association, municipal corporation,
township, county, state agency, the federal government, or any combination
thereof.
(gg) PERENNIAL STREAM: A natural channel that contains water throughout the
year, except possibly during periods of extreme drought.
(hh) PROFESSIONAL ENGINEER: A person registered in the State of Ohio as a
Professional Engineer, with specific education and experience in water resources
engineering, acting in strict conformance with the Code of Ethics of the Ohio
Board of Registration for Engineers and Surveyors.
(ii)
QUALIFIED FORESTER: Any forester employed by the Ohio Department of
Natural Resources, Division of Forestry, or any person attaining the credential
of Certified Forester as conferred by the Society of American Foresters.
(jj)
QUALIFIED WETLAND PROFESSIONAL: An individual competent in the
areas of botany, hydric soils, and wetland hydrology, and who is acceptable to
the City Engineer.
(kk) REDEVELOPMENT: The demolition or removal of existing structures or land
uses and construction of new ones.
(ll)
RETENTION BASIN: A storm water management pond that maintains a
permanent pool of water. These storm water management ponds include a
properly engineered/designed volume dedicated to the temporary storage and
slow release of runoff waters.
(mm) RIPARIAN AREA: This shall mean land adjacent to watercourses that if
naturally vegetated and/or appropriately revegetated and appropriately sized,
limits erosion, reduces flood flows, and/or filters and settles out runoff
pollutants, or which performs other functions consistent with the purposes of
these regulations.
(nn) RIPARIAN SETBACK: Those lands within the City which are alongside
streams, and which fall within the area defined by the criteria set forth in these
regulations.
(oo) SEDIMENT: Solid material, both mineral and organic, that is in suspension, is
being transported, or has been moved from its site of origin by wind, water,
gravity or ice, and has come to rest on the earth's surface either on dry land or
in a body of water.
(pp) SEDIMENT CONTROL: The limiting of sediment being transported, by
controlling erosion or detaining sediment-laden water, and allowing the sediment
to settle out.
(qq) SEDIMENT POLLUTION: A failure to use management or conservation
practices to control wind or water erosion of the soil and to minimize the
degradation of water resources by soil sediment in conjunction with land
grading, excavating, filling, or other soil disturbing activities on land used or
being developed for commercial, industrial, residential, or other purposes.
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SENSITIVE AREA: An area or water resource that requires special
management because of its susceptibility to sediment pollution, or because of its
importance to the well-being of the surrounding communities, region, or the
state and includes, but is not limited to, the following:
(1)
Ponds, wetlands or small lakes with less than five acres of surface area;
(2)
Small streams with gradients less than ten feet per mile with average
annual flows of less than 3.5 feet per second containing sand or gravel
bottoms.
(3)
Drainage areas of a locally designated or an Ohio designated Scenic
River.
(4)
Riparian and wetland areas.
SHEET FLOW: Water runoff in a thin uniform layer or rills and which is of
small enough quantity to be treated by sediment barriers.
SILVICULTURE: The theory and practice of controlling forest establishment,
composition and growth.
SLIP: A landslide as defined under "Landslides."
SLOUGHING: A slip or downward movement of an extended layer of soil
resulting from the undermining action of water or the earth disturbing activity of
man.
SOIL: Unconsolidated erodible earth material consisting of minerals and/or
organics.
SOIL CONSERVATION SERVICE, USDA: The federal agency now titled the
"Natural Resources Conservation Service," which is an agency of the United
States Department of Agriculture.
SOIL DISTURBING ACTIVITY: Clearing, grading, excavating, filling, or
other alteration of the earth's surface where natural or human made ground
cover is destroyed and which may result in, or contribute to, soil erosion and
sediment pollution.
SOIL EROSION AND SEDIMENT CONTROL PLAN: A written and/or
drawn soil erosion and sediment pollution control plan to minimize erosion and
prevent off-site sedimentation throughout all earth disturbing activities on a
development area.
SOIL EROSION AND SEDIMENT CONTROL PRACTICES: Conservation
measures used to control sediment pollution and including structural practices,
vegetative practices and management techniques.
SOIL SURVEY: The official soil survey produced by the Natural Resources
Conservation Service, USDA in cooperation with the Division of Soil and Water
Conservation, ODNR and the local Board of County Commissioners.
STORM WATER CONVEYANCE SYSTEM: All storm sewers, channels,
streams, ponds, lakes, etc., used for conveying concentrated storm water runoff,
or for storing storm water runoff.
STREAM: A body of water running or flowing on the earth's surface, or a
channel in which such flow occurs. Flow may be seasonally intermittent.
SUBSTANTIAL DAMAGE: Damage of any origin sustained by a structure
whereby the cost of restoring the structure to its before damaged condition
would be equal to, or greater than 50% of the market value of the structure
before the damage occurred.
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(fff)
(ggg)

USEPA: The United States Environmental Protection Agency.
100-YEAR FLOODPLAIN: Any land susceptible to being inundated by water
from a base flood. The base flood is the flood that has a one percent (1%) or
greater chance of being equaled or exceeded in any given year. For the purposes
of this regulation, the 100-year floodplain shall be defined by FEMA or a sitespecific Floodplain Delineation in conformance with standard engineering
practices and approved by the City.
(hhh)
WATERCOURSE: This shall mean any natural, perennial, or intermittent lake,
pond, channel, stream, river, creek or brook with a defined bed and bank or
shore.
(iii)
WATER RESOURCES: All streams, lakes, ponds, wetlands, water courses,
waterways, drainage systems, and all other bodies or accumulations of surface
water, either natural or artificial, which are situated wholly or partly within, or
border upon this State, or are within its jurisdiction, except those private waters
which do not combine or affect a junction with natural surface waters.
(jjj)
WETLAND: Those areas that are inundated or saturated by surface or ground
water at a frequency and duration sufficient to support, and that under normal
circumstances, do support a prevalence of vegetation typically adapted for life in
saturated soil conditions, including swamps, marshes, bogs, and similar areas.
(kkk)
WETLAND, OHIO EPA CATEGORY 2 WETLANDS: Those wetlands
classified by the Ohio EPA as Category 2 wetlands under OAC 3745-l-54(C)(2),
or current equivalent Ohio EPA classification, in accordance with generally
accepted wetland functional assessment methods acceptable to the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers and Ohio EPA at the time of application of this regulation.
(lll)
WETLAND, OHIO EPA CATEGORY 3 WETLANDS: Those wetlands
classified by the Ohio EPA as Category 3 wetlands under OAC 3745-154(C)(3), or current equivalent Ohio EPA classification, in accordance with
generally accepted wetland functional assessment methods acceptable to the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers and Ohio EPA at the time of application of this
regulation.
(mmm) WETLAND SETBACK: Those lands within the City that fall within the area
defined by the criteria set forth in these regulations.
(nnn) WINTER: October 1st to April 1st of each year.
(Ord. 2006-67. Passed 3-7-06.)
926.04 COMPREHENSIVE STORM WATER MANAGEMENT PLAN.
A Riparian and Wetland Setback Plan developed to meet these regulations will be
coordinated and combined with the Post-Construction Water Quality Plan and the Construction
Site Conservation Plan that are developed for the same site. These plans will be titled and
numbered in one consecutive sequence to make a Comprehensive Storm Water Management
Plan for the site. The Comprehensive Storm Water Management Plan so developed will serve
as the Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan (SWP3) required by Ohio EPA as part of the
NPDES Storm Water Permit for General Construction.
(Ord. 2006-67. Passed 3-7-06.)
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926.05 APPLICATION.
The provisions of this Chapter shall apply to:
(a)
Development Areas. All development areas having new or relocated projects
involving highways, underground cables, pipelines, property
subdivision/property/parcel splits, industrial projects, commercial projects,
building activities on farms, redevelopment of urban areas and all other land
uses not specifically exempted. The provisions of this chapter do not apply to:
(1)
Land disturbing activities related to producing agricultural crops or
silviculture operations regulated by the Ohio Agricultural Sediment
Pollution Abatement Rules (OAC 1501: 15-3-01 to 1501: 15-3-09) and
existing at the time of passage of this regulation.
(2)
Strip mining operations regulated by Chapter 1513 of the Ohio Revised
Code and existing at the time of passage of this regulation.
(3)
Surface mining operations regulated by Chapter 1514 of the Ohio
Revised Code and existing at the time of passage of this regulation.
(b)
Plan and Permit Applications. The following development plan and permit
processes and procedures for development areas that are located in the City of
North Olmsted and that include or border, in part or in whole, designated
watercourses and wetlands as defined in these regulations:
(1)
These regulations shall apply to property subdivision/property/parcel
split plan approvals, site plan approvals, and land development plan
approvals requested of the City.
(2)
These regulations shall apply to all building permits, which involve soil
disturbing activities.
(3)
The City shall issue no approvals or permits without full compliance with
the terms of these regulations.
(Ord. 2006-67. Passed 3-7-06.)
926.06 DESIGNATED WATERCOURSES AND RIPARIAN SETBACKS.
(a)
Designated watercourses shall include those watercourses meeting any one of
the following criteria:
(1 )
All watercourses draining an area greater than ½ square mile, or
(2)
All watercourses draining an area less than ½ square mile and having a
defined bed and bank.
(3)
In determining if watercourses have a defined bed and bank, the City
may consult with a representative of the Cuyahoga SWCD or other
technical experts as necessary.
(b)

Riparian setbacks on designated watercourses are established as follows:
(1)
A minimum of 300 feet on both sides of all watercourses draining an
area greater than 300 square miles.
(2)
A minimum of 120 feet on both sides of all watercourses draining an
area greater than 20 square miles and up to and including 300 square
miles.
(3)
A minimum of 75 feet on both sides of all watercourses draining an area
greater than one half square mile and up to and including 20 square
miles.
(4)
A minimum of 25 feet on both sides of all watercourses draining an area
less than one half square mile and having a defined bed and bank as
determined above.
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Riparian Setback Map.
(1)
The City shall use the latest edition of the official soil survey that shows
drainage features, on the paper maps in the back of the book, as the map
identifying designated watercourses and their riparian setbacks. The
drainage features identified on the paper maps in the official soil survey
and the information contained therein shall be believed to be accurate.
(2)
At the time of application of this regulation, if any discrepancy is found
between the Riparian Setback Map and the criteria for designated
watercourses or riparian setbacks as set forth in these regulations, the
criteria shall prevail.
(3)
In reviewing and interpreting the maps the City may consult with a
representative of the Cuyahoga SWCD and other technical experts as
necessary. (Ord. 2006-67. Passed 3-7-06.)

926.07 ESTABLISHMENT OF WETLAND SETBACKS.
Wetland setbacks are established as follows:
(a)
A minimum of 120 feet surrounding and including all Ohio EPA Category 3
Wetlands, or current equivalent Ohio EPA classification.
(b)
A minimum of 75 feet surrounding and including all Ohio EPA Category 2
Wetlands, or current equivalent Ohio EPA classification.
(Ord. 2006-67. Passed 3-7-06.)
926.08 PROCEDURE FOR WETLAND SETBACKS.
(a)
No Change to Parcel Boundaries or Land Use Change.
(1)
Upon filing a request for a building permit that does not involve
changing of any parcel boundaries, or changes in land use, the applicant
will check for indicators of wetlands on the National Wetlands Inventory
maps, and Ohio Wetlands Inventory map, and the Cuyahoga County
Wetlands Inventory (if applicable). A photocopy of the applicable section
of each map will be attached to the permit application.
(2)
If a potential wetland is shown on any of the maps or if there is reason
for the City to believe that an unmapped wetland exists on or within 120
feet of the project site the applicant will retain a qualified wetland
professional to evaluate the proposed project site for wetlands or
wetland buffer areas. If no wetland or wetland buffer areas are found,
the applicant shall submit a letter from the qualified wetland professional
with the preliminary plat or permit application verifying his or her
negative findings.
(b)
New Residential or Commercial or Other Type Development and Projects
Involving a Change to Parcel Boundaries or a Land Use Change.
(1)
Upon filing a request for approval of a preliminary plat or building
permit for new residential, commercial or other type of development that
involves changes in any parcel, boundaries or changes in land use, the
applicant or his or her designated representative shall retain a qualified
wetland professional to survey the proposed development site for
wetlands. If no wetlands are found, the applicant or his or her designated
representative shall submit a letter with the preliminary plat or permit
application verifying that a qualified wetland professional has surveyed
the site and found no wetlands.
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If wetlands are found, the following procedures shall be followed. A
qualified wetland professional, acceptable to the City Engineer, shall
determine the presence of Ohio EPA Category 2 or 3 wetlands (or
current equivalent Ohio EPA classification) on the proposed development
site using the latest version of the Ohio Rapid Assessment Method for
wetland evaluation approved at the time of application of this regulation.
Acceptance of this determination shall be subject to approval by the City
Engineer
If Ohio EPA Category 2 or 3 wetlands (or current equivalent Ohio EPA
classification) are located on the proposed development site, the applicant
or his or her designated representative shall delineate these wetlands and
the wetland setback in conformance with these regulations. The applicant
or his or her designated representative shall identify all delineated
wetlands and their associated setbacks on all property
subdivision/property/parcel split plans, land development plans, and/or
permit applications submitted to the City.
A.
Wetlands shall be delineated by a site survey, approved by the
City, using delineation protocols accepted by the US Army Corps
of Engineers and the Ohio EPA at the time of application of this
regulation. If conflict exists between the delineation protocols of
these two agencies, the delineation protocol that results in the
most inclusive area of wetland shall apply.
B.
Wetland setbacks shall be delineated through a metes and bounds,
or higher level, survey subject to approval by the City.
Prior to any soil or vegetation disturbing activity, the applicant or his or
her designated representative shall delineate wetland setbacks on the
development site in such a way that they can be clearly viewed, and such
delineation shall be maintained throughout construction.
No approvals or permits shall be issued by the City prior to delineation
of wetland setbacks in conformance with this regulation.

(c)
Upon Completion of an Approved Property Subdivision/Property/Parcel Split,
Commercial Development or Other Land Development or Improvement. Upon such
completion, riparian and wetland setbacks shall be permanently recorded on the plat records
for the City and shall be maintained as open space thereafter through a permanent conservation
easement granted to a third party, that is not the landowner, permittee or the City, and which is
allowed by State law to be granted conservation easements. If no such third party will accept
the conservation easement, the City shall accept it and protect it in perpetuity.
(Ord. 2006-67. Passed 3-7-06.)
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926.09 DELINEATION OF RIPARIAN AND WETLAND SETBACKS.
(a)
Prior to any land clearing or soil disturbing activity, riparian and wetland
setbacks shall be clearly delineated on site by the applicant or his or her designated
representative, and such delineation shall be maintained throughout soil disturbing activities.
(b)
No approvals or subdivision plan approval, site plan approval, nor land
development plan approval shall be issued by the City prior to on-site delineation of riparian
and wetland setbacks in conformance with these regulations. No building permits which
include land clearing or soil disturbing activities shall be issued by the City prior to delineation
of riparian and wetland setbacks in conformance with these regulations.
(c)
Upon completion of an approved property subdivision/property/parcel split, land
development, or other improvement, riparian and wetland setbacks shall be permanently
recorded on the plat records of the City.
(Ord. 2006-67. Passed 3-7-06.)
926.10 CONDITIONS TO BE MAINTAINED WITHIN DELINEATED
RIPARIAN AND WETLAND SETBACKS.
(a)
Riparian and wetland setbacks shall be measured in a perpendicular and
horizontal direction outward from the ordinary high water mark of each designated
watercourse and defined wetland boundary.
(b)
Except as otherwise provided in this regulation, riparian and wetland setbacks
shall be preserved in their natural state, except that nonconforming structures and
nonconforming uses existing at the time of passage of this regulation may be continued in their
existing state as determined in the Section 926.13 of this Chapter. Riparian setbacks shall be
established and marked in the field prior to any soil disturbing or land clearing activities.
(c)
Where the 100-year floodplain is wider than a riparian setback on either or both
sides of a designated watercourse, the riparian setback shall be extended to the outer edge of
the 100-year floodplain. The 100-year floodplain shall be determined by the project engineer
conducting a hydrologic analysis of the project area in conformance with standard engineering
practices and approved by the City Engineer.
(d)
Where wetlands are identified within a riparian setback, the minimum riparian
setback width shall be extended to the outer boundary of the wetland. In addition, wetlands
shall be protected to the extent detailed in these regulations.
(e)
Wetlands shall be delineated by a site survey approved by the City using
delineation protocols accepted by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and the Ohio EPA at the
time of application of this regulation. If a conflict exists between the delineation protocols of
these two agencies, the delineation protocol that results in the most inclusive area of wetland
shall apply.
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(f)
The applicant or his or her designated representative shall be responsible for
delineating riparian and wetland setbacks, including any expansions or modifications as
required by these regulations, and identifying these setbacks on all subdivision/property/parcel,
commercial development or other land development plans, and/or building permit applications
submitted to the Community. This delineation may be done by a metes and bounds, or higher
level, survey and shall be subject to review and approval by the City. As a result of this
review, the City may consult with a representative of the Cuyahoga SWCD or other technical
experts as necessary.
(Ord. 2006-67. Passed 3-7-06.)
926.11 USES PERMITTED IN RIPARIAN AND WETLAND SETBACKS.
(a)
By-Right Uses Without A Permit. Open space uses that are passive in character
shall be permitted in riparian and wetland setbacks. No use permitted under these regulations
shall be construed as allowing public trespass on privately held lands. The following is a noninclusive list of such open space uses permitted:
(1)
Recreational activity. Passive recreational uses, as permitted by federal,
state, and local laws, such as hiking, fishing, hunting, picnicking, and
similar uses.
(2)
Removal of damaged or diseased trees. Damaged or diseased trees may
be removed.
(3)
Revegetation and/or reforestation. Riparian and wetland setbacks may
be revegetated with non-invasive plant species.
(4)
Maintenance of lawns, gardens and landscaping. Lawns, gardens and
landscaping, that existed at the time this section was passed, may be
maintained as long as they are not increased in size.
(b)

By-Right Uses With A Permit. The following uses are permitted with a permit:
Selective harvesting of timber. Selective harvesting of timber may be allowed
upon presentation of a Forest Management and Harvest Plan prepared by a
Qualified Forester and accepted by the City Forester.
(1)
Any landowner harvesting timber for sale shall post a $1,000
performance guarantee with the City. This performance guarantee shall
be in the form of a Security Bond, Escrow Account, Certified Check or
Cash, and it shall be held until completion of the timber-harvesting
operation.
(2)
Due to the potential for felled logs and branches to damage downstream
properties and/or to block ditches or otherwise exacerbate flooding, logs
or branches resulting from permitted selective harvesting that are greater
than 6 inches in diameter at the cut end shall be cut into sections no
longer than 6 feet or removed from the 100-year floodplain. Harvested
trees or felled logs and branches that are part of a designed and
approved Stream bank Stabilization and Erosion Control Measure shall
be allowed to remain in a designated watercourse.
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The Forest Management and Harvest Plan must:
A.
Show that the site will be adequately stocked after the approved
selective harvest. "Adequately stocked" shall be defined as the
residual stocking level greater than the B- Level on the Allegheny
Hardwood Stocking Guide produced by the United States Forest
Service, or other United States Forest Service stocking guides as
dictated by the forest community to be harvested.
B.
Show that trees located less than 25 feet from the ordinary high
water mark will not be impacted by the proposed harvesting.
C.
Include a map of the site. This map shall specify the location of
any skid and haul roads required for transporting harvested trees
and firewood from riparian and wetland setbacks.
D.
Include the method to be used to transport harvested trees from
riparian and wetland setbacks.
E.
Specify the erosion control Best Management Practices that will
be employed during and after the proposed harvest. These erosion
control practices shall be in conformance with the Ohio
Department of Natural Resources, Division of Forestry's BMPs
for Erosion Control on Logging Jobs in Ohio.
F.
Provide the US Army Corps of Engineers and the Ohio EPA
Wetland and Stream protection permit numbers and the associated
permit requirements.

(c)
Stream Bank Stabilization and Erosion Control Measures. Stream bank
stabilization and erosion control measures may be allowed provided that such measures are
ecologically compatible and substantially utilize natural materials and native plant species
where practical. The stream bank stabilization and erosion control measures shall only be
undertaken upon approval of a Soil Erosion and Sediment Control Plan by the City.
(d)
Crossings. Crossings of designated watercourses and through riparian setbacks
by publicly and privately owned roads, drives, sewer and/or water lines and public and private
utility transmission lines shall only be allowed upon approval of a Crossing Plan by the City
Engineer. Such crossings shall minimize disturbance in riparian setbacks watercourse substrate
and shall mitigate any necessary disturbances. Soil materials will not be used in making stream
crossings.
(e)
Construction of Fencing. Construction of fencing shall be allowed with the
condition that reasonable efforts be taken to minimize the destruction of existing vegetation,
provided that the fence does not impede stream or flood flow, and the disturbed area is
replanted to the natural or preexisting conditions before the addition of the fence, as approved
by the City Engineer.
(Ord. 2006-67. Passed 3-7-06.)

2015 Replacement

926.12

STREETS, UTILITIES AND PUBLIC SERVICES CODE

64N

926.12 USES PROHIBITED IN RIPARIAN AND WETLAND SETBACKS.
Any use not authorized under these regulations shall be prohibited in riparian and
wetland setbacks. By way of example, the following uses are specifically prohibited; however,
prohibited uses are not limited to those examples listed here.
(a)
Construction. There shall be no structures of any kind.
(b)
Dredging or Dumping. There shall be no drilling, filling, dredging, or dumping
of soil, spoils, liquid, or solid materials, except for non-commercial composting
of uncontaminated natural materials, and except as permitted under Section
926.10 of these regulations.
(c)
Roads or Driveways. There shall be no roads or driveways permitted in
riparian and/or wetland setback area, except as permitted under Section 926.10
of these regulations. There shall be no roads or driveways permitted in wetlands
or watercourses without a permit issued by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
and/or the Ohio EPA.
(d)
Motorized Vehicles. There shall be no use of motorized vehicles, except as
permitted under Section 926.11 of these regulations.
(e)
Disturbance of Natural Vegetation. There shall be no disturbance, including
mowing, of the natural vegetation, except for such conservation maintenance
that the landowner deems necessary to control noxious weeds; for such plantings
as are consistent with this regulation; for such disturbances as are approved
under Section 926.11 of these regulations; and for the passive enjoyment,
access, and maintenance of landscaping or lawns existing at the time of passage
of this regulation. Nothing in this regulation shall be construed as requiring a
landowner to plant or undertake any other activities in riparian and wetland
setbacks.
(f)
Parking Lots. There shall be no parking lots or other human-made impervious
cover, except as permitted under Section 926.11 of these regulations.
(g)
New Surface and/or Subsurface Sewage Disposal or Treatment Areas. Riparian
and wetland setbacks shall not be used for the disposal or treatment of sewage
except in accordance with local county Board of Health regulations in effect at
the time of application of this regulation.
(h)
Crossings. Crossings of designated riparian and wetland setbacks by publicly
and privately owned sewer and/or water lines and small public and small private
utility transmission lines without a permit issued by the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers and/or the Ohio EPA.
(Ord. 2006-67. Passed 3-7-06.)
926.13 NONCONFORMING STRUCTURES OR USES IN RIPARIAN
AND WETLAND SETBACKS.
(a)
A non-conforming use within a riparian and wetland setback which is in
existence at the time of passage of this regulation, and which is not otherwise permitted under
these regulations, may be continued. However, the use shall not be changed or enlarged unless
it is changed to a use permitted under these regulations.
(b)
A non-conforming structure within a riparian and wetland setback which is in
existence at the time of passage of this regulation, and which is not otherwise permitted
under these regulations, may be continued. However, the existing building footprint or
roofline may not be expanded or enlarged in such a way that would move the structure
closer to the stream or wetland.
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(c)
A non-conforming structure or use or deteriorated structure within a riparian
and wetland setback which is in existence at the time of passage of this regulation, and which is
discontinued, terminated or abandoned for a period of six (6) months or more, may not be
revived, restored, or re-established. This section shall not apply to a residence that is vacant
and which is not subject to condemnation orders by the Building Commissioner. This section
shall also not prohibit ordinary repairs to a residence or residential accessory building that are
not in conflict with other provisions in this regulation.
(d)
A non-conforming structure or use that is discontinued may be resumed any
time within six (6) months from such discontinuance but not thereafter. No change or
resumption shall be permitted that is more detrimental to riparian and wetland setbacks, as
measured against the intent and objectives of these regulations as determined by the City, than
the existing or former non-conforming structure or use.
(e)
In the case of a non-conforming structure within a riparian or wetland setback,
the City will allow a ten (10) foot maintenance access zone measured perpendicular to the
structure, to temporarily extend further into the setback as long as disturbance to existing
vegetation is minimized and vegetation is restored to the preexisting state, as near as practical,
upon completion. If any soil disturbance in a wetland will occur as part of any such
maintenance activity, a permit from the U. S. Army Corps of Engineers or the Ohio EPA, as
appropriate, must be submitted prior to the onset of the soil disturbing activity.
(f)
In the case of a non-conforming residential structure, the City Engineer may
allow minor upgrades to the structure that extend further into the riparian setback, such as
awnings and previous decks/patios, provided the modifications do not extend more than ten
(10) feet further toward the watercourse than the original foundation of the structure existing at
the time of passage of this regulation, and further provided that the modification will not
impair the function of the riparian zone nor destabilize any slope nor stream bank, as
determined by the City Engineer.
(Ord. 2006-67. Passed 3-7-06.)
926.14 VARIANCES WITHIN RIPARIAN AND WETLAND SETBACKS.
(a)
The City may grant a variance from this regulation as provided herein. In
determining whether there is unnecessary hardship or practical difficulty such as to justify the
granting of a variance, the City shall consider the potential harm or reduction in riparian
and/or wetland area functions that may be caused by a proposed structure or use.
(b)

In making a variance determination, the City shall consider the following:
(1)
Varying the front, rear and side yard setback before the riparian and
wetland setbacks are varied.
(2)
Variances should not be granted for asphalt or concrete paving in the
riparian and wetland setbacks in any situation where gravel or porous
pavement (i.e., porous pavers, and similar products) will do the job.
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In making a variance determination, the City may consider the following:
(1)
A parcel existing at the time of passage of this section is made
unbuildable.
(2)
The soil type natural vegetation of the parcel, as well as the percentage
of the parcel that is in the 100-year floodplain. The criteria of the City's
flood damage prevention regulations may be used as guidance when
granting variances in the 100-year floodplain.
(3)
The extent to which the requested variance impairs the flood control, soil
erosion control, sediment control, water quality protection, or other
functions of the riparian and/or wetland area. This determination shall be
based on sufficient technical and scientific data.
(4)
The degree of hardship this regulation places on the landowner, and the
availability of alternatives to the proposed activity.
(5)
Soil disturbing activities permitted in a riparian and/or wetland setback
through variances should be implemented in order to minimize clearing
to the extent possible, and to include Best Management Practices
necessary to minimize soil erosion and maximize sediment control.
(6)
The presence of significant impervious cover, or smooth vegetation such
as maintained lawns, in riparian setback areas compromises their benefits
to the City.
(7)
A reduction in storm water infiltration into the soil in wetland areas will
occur.
(8)
A requested above ground fence does not increase the existing area of
mowed grass or lawn.
(9)
Modifying parking requirements before varying the riparian setback.
(10) Modifying building shape, size or design to avoid or minimize intrusion
into the riparian setback.
(11) In the case of a lot made unbuildable by this regulation, consider the
minimum variance needed to make it buildable for an appropriately sized
and compatibly designed structure, while following the guidance
provided in this section.
(12) Whether the variance will increase the likelihood for flood or erosion
damage to either the applicant's property or to other properties.
(13) Culverting of watercourses should be avoided.
(14) Whether the variance will result in the need for artificial slope or bank
stabilization measures that could interfere with the function of the
riparian zone. (Ord. 2006-67. Passed 3-7-06.)

926.15 BOUNDARY INTERPRETATION AND APPEALS PROCEDURE.
(a)
When an applicant or his or her designated representative disputes the boundary
of a riparian or wetland setback or the ordinary high water mark of a watercourse, the
applicant or his or her designated representative shall submit documentation to the City which
describes the boundary, the applicant's proposed boundary, and justification for the proposed
boundary change.
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(b)
The City shall evaluate this documentation and shall make a written
determination within a reasonable period of time, not to exceed sixty (60) days, a copy of
which shall be submitted to the applicant. If during this evaluation the City requires further
information, it may be required of the applicant. In the event that the City requests such
additional information, the sixty (60) day limit on the City's review shall be postponed until the
applicant provides such information.
(c)
Any party aggrieved by any wetland or riparian setback determination under this
regulation may appeal to the Board of Building Code Appeals.
(Ord. 2006-67. Passed 3-7-06.)
926.16 INSPECTION OF RIPARIAN AND WETLAND SETBACKS.
The delineation of riparian and/or wetland setbacks shall be inspected by the City, as
follows:
(a)
Prior to any soil disturbing activities authorized by the City under a property
subdivision/property/parcel split, land development plan, and/or building
permit. The applicant or his or her designated representative shall provide the
City with at least five (5) working days notice prior to starting soil disturbing or
land clearing activities.
(b)
Prior to starting any of the activities authorized by the City under Section
926.11 of these regulations, the applicant or his or her designated representative
shall provide the City with at least five (5) working days notice prior to starting
such activities.
(c)
Any time evidence is brought to the attention of the City that uses or structures
are occurring that may reasonably be expected to violate the provisions of these
regulations.
(Ord. 2006-67. Passed 3-7-06.)
926.17 COST OF CONSULTATIONS.
In implementing these regulations the City Engineer or other Community officials may
consult with the Cuyahoga County Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD), state and
federal agencies and other technical experts as necessary. Any costs associated with such
consultations may be assessed to the applicant or his or her designated representative.
(Ord. 2006-67. Passed 3-7-06.)
926.18 CONFLICTS, SEVERABILITY, NUISANCES AND RESPONSIBILITY.
(a)
Where this chapter imposes a greater restriction upon land than is imposed or
required by other Community provisions of law, ordinance, contract or deed, the provisions of
this chapter shall prevail.
(b)
If a court of competent jurisdiction declares any clause, section, or provision of
these regulations invalid or unconstitutional, the validity of the remainder shall not be affected
thereby.
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(c)
These regulations shall not be construed as authorizing any person to maintain a
private or public nuisance on his or her property. Compliance with the provisions of this
regulation shall not be a defense in any action to abate such nuisance.
(d)
Failure of the City of North Olmsted to observe or recognize hazardous or
unsightly conditions or to recommend corrective measures shall not relieve the owner from the
responsibility for the condition or damage resulting there from, and shall not result in the
Community, its officers, employees, or agents being responsible for any condition or damage
resulting there from.
(e)
Neither submission of a plan under the provisions herein, nor compliance with
the provisions of these regulations, shall relieve any person or entity from responsibility for
damage to any person or property that is otherwise imposed by law.
(Ord. 2006-67. Passed 3-7-06.)
926.99 VIOLATIONS AND PENALTIES.
(a)
No person shall violate, or cause, or knowingly permit to be violated, any of the
provisions of these regulations, or fail to comply with any such provisions or with any lawful
requirements of any public authority made pursuant to these regulations, or knowingly use or
cause or permit the use of any lands in violation of these regulations or in violation of any
permit granted under these regulations.
(b)
Whoever violates or fails to comply with any provision of this regulation is
guilty of a misdemeanor of the first degree and shall be fined no more than one thousand
dollars ($1,000) or imprisoned for no more than one hundred eighty (180) days, or both, for
each offense.
(c)
A separate offense shall be deemed committed each day during or on which a
violation or noncompliance occurs or continues.
(d)
Upon notice from the City Engineer, or designated representative, that work is
being performed contrary to this regulation, such work shall immediately stop. Such notice
shall be in writing and shall be given to the owner or person responsible for the development
area, or person performing the work, and shall state the conditions under which such work
may be resumed; provided, however, in instances where immediate action is deemed necessary
for public safety or the public interest, the City Engineer may require that work be stopped
upon verbal order pending issuance of the written order.
(e)
The imposition of any other penalties provided herein shall not preclude the
City, by or through its Director of Law, from instituting an appropriate action or proceeding in
a court of competent jurisdiction to prevent an unlawful development or to restrain, correct or
abate a violation, or to require compliance with the provisions of this regulation or other
applicable laws, or ordinances, rules or regulations or the orders of the City Engineer.
(Ord. 2006-67. Passed 3-7-06.)
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CHAPTER 927
EROSION AND SEDIMENT CONTROL
927.01 PURPOSE AND SCOPE
(a)

The purpose of this regulation is to establish technically feasible and economically
reasonable standards to achieve a level of erosion and sediment control that will
minimize damage to property and degradation of water resources, and will promote and
maintain the health and safety of the citizens of City of North Olmsted:

(b)

This regulation will:
(1)

Allow development while minimizing increases in erosion and sedimentation.

(2)

Reduce water quality impacts to receiving water resources that may be caused by
new development or redevelopment activities.

(c)

This regulation applies to all parcels used or being developed, either wholly or partially,
for new or relocated projects involving highways, underground cables, or pipelines;
subdivisions or larger common plans of development; industrial, commercial,
institutional, or residential projects; building activities on farms; redevelopment
activities; general clearing; and all other uses that are not specifically exempted in
Section 927.01 (d).

(d)

This regulation does not apply to activities regulated by, and in compliance with, the
Ohio Agricultural Sediment Pollution Abatement Rules.

927.02 DEFINITIONS
For purpose of this regulation, the following terms shall have the meaning herein indicated:
(a)

ABBREVIATED STORMWATER POLLUTION PREVENTION PLAN
(ABBREVIATED SWP3): The written document that sets forth the plans and practices to
be used to meet the requirements of this regulation.

(b)

ACRE: A measurement of area equaling 43,560 square feet.

(c)

ADMINISTRATOR: The person or entity having the responsibility and duty of
administering and ensuring compliance with this regulation.

(d)

BEST MANAGEMENT PRACTICES (BMPs): Also STORMWATER CONTROL
MEASURE (SCM). Schedule of activities, prohibitions of practices, maintenance
procedures, and other management practices (both structural and non-structural) to
prevent or reduce the pollution of water resources. BMPs also include treatment
requirements, operating procedures, and practices to control facility and/or construction
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site runoff, spillage or leaks, sludge or waste disposal; or drainage from raw material
storage.
(e)

COMMENCEMENT OF CONSTRUCTION: The initial disturbance of soils associated
with clearing, grubbing, grading, placement of fill, or excavating activities or other
construction activities.

(f)

COMMUNITY: Throughout this regulation, this shall refer to City of North Olmsted, its
designated representatives, boards, or commissions.

(g)

CONCENTRATED STORMWATER RUNOFF: Any stormwater runoff that flows
through a drainage pipe, ditch, diversion, or other discrete conveyance channel.

(h)

CONSTRUCTION ENTRANCE: The permitted points of ingress and egress to
development areas regulated under this regulation.

(i)

CRITICAL AREA: Any area the disturbance of which would cause soil erosion and
sediment runoff and damage to private properties, water courses, storm sewers or public
lands due to topography, soil type, hydrology, or proximity to a water course. These areas
include, but are not limited to, riparian areas, wetlands, and highly erodible soils.

(j)

DEVELOPMENT AREA: A parcel or contiguous parcels owned by one person or
persons, or operated as one development unit, and used or being developed for
commercial, industrial, residential, institutional, or other construction or alteration that
changes runoff characteristics.

(k)

DEWATERING VOLUME: See current Ohio Rainwater and Land Development
Manual.

(l)

DISCHARGE: The addition of any pollutant to surface waters of the state from a point
source.

(m)

DISTURBANCE: Any clearing, grading, excavating, filling, or other alteration of land
surface where natural or man-made cover is destroyed in a manner that exposes the
underlying soils.

(n)

DISTURBED AREA: An area of land subject to erosion due to the removal of vegetative
cover and/or soil disturbing activities such as grading, excavating, or filling.

(o)

DRAINAGE: (1) The area of land contributing surface water to a specific point. (2) The
removal of excess surface water or groundwater from land by surface of subsurface
drains.

(p)

DRAINAGE WATERSHED: For the purpose of this regulation the total contributing
drainage area to a BMP, i.e., the “watershed” directed to the practice. This includes
offsite contributing drainage.
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(q)

DRAINAGE WAY: A natural or manmade channel, ditch, or waterway that conveys
surface water in a concentrated manner by gravity.

(r)

EROSION: The process by which the land surface is worn away by the action of wind,
water, ice, gravity, or any combination of those forces.

(s)

EROSION AND SEDIMENT CONTROL: The control of soil, both mineral and organic,
to minimize the removal of soil from the land surface and to prevent its transport from a
disturbed area by means of wind, water, ice, gravity, or any combination of those forces.

(t)

EROSION AND SEDIMENT CONTROL PLAN: The written document meeting the
requirements of this regulation which sets forth the plans and practices to be used to
minimize soil erosion and prevent off-site disposal of soil sediment by containing
sediment on-site or bypassing sediment-laden runoff through a sediment control measure
during and after land development.

(u)

FINAL STABILIZATION: All soil disturbing activities at the site have been completed
and a uniform perennial vegetative cover with a density of at least 80% coverage for the
area has been established or equivalent stabilization measures, such as the use of mulches
or geotextiles, have been employed. In addition, all temporary erosion and sediment
control practices are removed and disposed of and all trapped sediment is permanently
stabilized to prevent further erosion. Final stabilization also requires the installation of
permanent (post-construction) stormwater control measures (SCMs).

(v)

GRADING: The excavating, filling, or stockpiling of earth material, or any combination
thereof, including the land in its excavated or filled condition.

(w)

GRUBBING: Removing or grinding of roots, stumps and other unwanted material below
existing grade.

(x)

IMPERVIOUS: That which does not allow infiltration.

(y)

LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT: A Professional Landscape Architect registered in the State
of Ohio.

(z)

LARGER COMMON PLAN OF DEVELOPMENT OR SALE: A contiguous area where
multiple separate and distinct construction activities may be taking place at different
times on different schedules under one plan.

(aa)

MAXIMUM EXTENT PRACTICABLE (MEP): The technology-based discharge
standard for Municipal Separate Storm Sewer Systems to reduce pollutants in storm
water discharges that was established by the Clean Water Act §402(p). A discussion of
MEP as it applies to small MS4s is found in 40 CFR 122.34.
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(bb)

MUNICIPAL SEPARATE STORM SEWER SYSTEM (MS4): A conveyance or system
of conveyances (including roads with drainage systems, municipal streets, catch basins,
curbs, gutters, ditches, man-made channels, or storm drains) that are:
(1)

(2)
(3)
(4)

Owned or operated by the federal government, state, municipality, township,
county, district, or other public body (created by or pursuant to state or federal
law) including a special district under state law such as a sewer district, flood
control district or drainage districts, or similar entity, or a designated and
approved management agency under Section 208 of the Federal Water Pollution
Control Act that discharges into surface waters of the state; and
Designed or used for collecting or conveying solely stormwater,
Which is not a combined sewer, and
Which is not a part of a publicly owned treatment works.

(cc)

NATIONAL POLLUTANT DISCHARGE ELIMINATION SYSTEM (NPDES): The
national program for issuing, modifying, revoking and reissuing, termination, monitoring
and enforcing permits and enforcing pretreatment requirements, under sections 307, 402,
318, 405 under the Clean Water Act.

(dd)

OPERATOR: Any party associated with a construction project that meets either of the
following two criteria:
(1)
The party has operational control over construction plans and specifications,
including the ability to make modifications to those plans and specifications; or
(2)
The party has day-to-day operational control of those activities at a project which
are necessary to ensure compliance with A Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan
(SWP3) for the site or other permit conditions (e.g. they are authorized to direct
workers at a site to carry out activities required by the SWP3 or comply with
other permit conditions.

(ee)

OWNER OR OPERATOR: The owner or operator of any “facility or activity” subject to
regulation under the NPDES program.

(ff)

SUBDIVISIONS, MAJOR AND MINOR: See Ohio Administrative Code 711.001 for
definition.

(gg)

PARCEL: Means a tract of land occupied or intended to be occupied by a use, building or
group of buildings and their accessory uses and buildings as a unit, together with such
open spaces and driveways as are provided and required. A parcel may contain more
than one contiguous lot individually identified by a ‘Permanent Parcel Number’ assigned
by the Cuyahoga County Auditor’s Office.

(hh)

PERCENT IMPERVIOUSNESS: The impervious area created divided by the total area
of the project site.

(ii)

PERMANENT STABILIZATION: Establishment of permanent vegetation, decorative
landscape mulching, matting, sod, rip rap, and landscaping techniques to provide
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permanent erosion control on areas where construction operations are complete or where
no further disturbance is expected for at least one year.
(jj)

PERSON: Any individual, corporation, firm, trust, commission, board, public or private
partnership, joint venture, agency, unincorporated association, municipal corporation,
county or state agency, the federal government, other legal entity, or an agent thereof.

(kk)

PHASING: Clearing a parcel of land in distinct sections, with the stabilization of each
section before the clearing of the next.

(ll)

POINT SOURCE: Any discernible, confined and discrete conveyance, including but not
limited to, any pipe, ditch, channel, tunnel, conduit, well, discrete fissure, container,
rolling stock, concentrated animal feeding operation, landfill leachate collection system,
vessel or the floating craft from which pollutants are or may be discharged. This term
does not include return flows from irrigated agriculture or agricultural stormwater runoff.

(mm) PRE-CONSTRUCTION MEETING: A meeting between the City of North Olmsted and
all principle parties, prior to the start of any construction, at a site that requires a
Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan.
(nn)

PRE-WINTER STABILIZATION MEETING: A meeting between the City of North
Olmsted and all principal parties, prior to October 1, in order to plan winter erosion and
sediment controls for a site that requires a Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan.

(oo)

PROFESSIONAL ENGINEER: A Professional Engineer registered in the State of Ohio.

(pp)

QUALIFIED INSPECTION PERSONNEL: A person knowledgeable in the principles
and practice of erosion and sediment controls, who possess the skills to assess all
conditions at the construction site that could impact stormwater quality and to assess the
effectiveness of any sediment and erosion control measure selected to control the quality
of stormwater discharges from the construction activity.

(qq)

RAINWATER AND LAND DEVELOPMENT: Ohio’s standards for stormwater
management, land development, and stream protection. The most current edition of these
standards shall be used with this regulation.

(rr)

RIPARIAN AREA: The transition area between flowing water and terrestrial (land)
ecosystems composed of trees, shrubs and surrounding vegetation which serve to
stabilize erodible soil, improve both surface and ground water quality, increase stream
shading and enhance wildlife habitat.

(ss)

RUNOFF: The portion of rainfall, melted snow, or irrigation water that flows across the
ground surface and is eventually conveyed to water resources or wetlands.

(tt)

RUNOFF COEFFICIENT: The fraction of rainfall that will appear at the conveyance as
runoff.
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(uu)

SEDIMENT: The soils or other surface materials that are transported or deposited by the
action of wind, water, ice, gravity, or any combination of those forces, as a product of
erosion.

(vv)

SEDIMENTATION: The deposition or settling of sediment.

(ww) SEDIMENT SETTLING POND: A sediment trap, sediment basin or permanent basin
that has been temporarily modified for sediment control, as described in the latest edition
of Rainwater and Land Development.
(xx)

SEDIMENT STORAGE VOLUME: See current edition of Rainwater and Land
Development.

(yy)

SETBACK: A designated transition area around water resources that is left in a natural,
usually vegetated, state to protect the water resources from runoff pollution. Soil
disturbing activities in this area are restricted by this regulation.

(zz)

SOIL DISTURBING ACTIVITY: Clearing, grading, excavating, filling, grubbing or
stump removal that occurs during clearing or timber activities, or other alteration of the
earth’s surface where natural or human made ground cover is destroyed and that may
result in, or contribute to, erosion and sediment pollution.

(aaa)

SOIL & WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT: An entity organized under Chapter
1515 of the Ohio Revised Code referring to either the Soil and Water Conservation
District Board or its designated employee(s). Hereafter referred to as Cuyahoga SWCD.

(bbb) STABILIZATION: The use of BMPs, such as seeding and mulching, that reduce or
prevent soil erosion by water, wind, ice, gravity, or a combination of those forces.
(ccc)

STEEP SLOPES: Slopes that are 15 percent or greater in grade. NOTE: If otherwise
defined in community zoning, use community definition.

(ddd) STORMWATER POLLUTION PREVENTION PLAN (SWP3): The written document
that sets forth the plans and practices to be used to meet the requirements of this
regulation.
(eee)

STORMWATER: Stormwater runoff, snow melt and surface runoff and drainage.

(fff)

SURFACE OUTLET: A dewatering device that only draws water from the surface of the
water.

(ggg) SURFACE WATER OF THE STATE: Also Water Resource or Water Body. Any
stream, lake, reservoir, pond, marsh, wetland, or other waterway situated wholly or partly
within the boundaries of the state, except those private waters which do not combine or
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affect a junction with surface water. Waters defined as sewerage systems, treatment
works or disposal systems in Section 6111.01 of the Ohio Revised Code are not included.
(hhh) TEMPORARY STABILIZATION: The establishment of temporary vegetation,
mulching, geotextiles, sod, preservation of existing vegetation, and other techniques
capable of quickly establishing cover over disturbed areas to provide erosion control
between construction operations.
(iii)

TOPSOIL: The upper layer of the soil that is usually darker in color and richer in organic
matter and nutrients than subsoil.

(jjj)

TOTAL MAXIMUM DAILY LOAD: The sum of the existing and/or projected point
source, nonpoint source, and background loads for a pollutant to a specified watershed,
water resource or wetland, or water resource or wetland segment. A TMDL sets and
allocates the maximum amount of a pollutant that may be introduced into the water and
still ensure attainment and maintenance of water quality standard.

(kkk) UNSTABLE SOILS: A portion of land that is identified by the City of North Olmsted
Engineer as prone to slipping, sloughing, or landslides, or is identified by the U.S.
Department of Agriculture Natural Resource Conservation Service methodology as
having a low soil strength.
(lll)

Water Quality Volume (WQv): The volume of stormwater runoff which must be
captured and treated prior to discharge from the developed site after construction is
complete. WQv is based on the expected runoff generated by the mean storm
precipitation volume from post-construction site conditions at which rapidly diminishing
returns in the number of runoff events captured begins to occur.

(mmm)WATER RESOURCE Also SURFACE WATER OF THE STATE: Any stream, lake,
reservoir, pond, marsh, wetland, or waterway situated wholly or partly within the
boundaries of the state, except those private waters which do not combine or affect a
junction with surface water. Waters defined as sewerage systems, treatment works or
disposal systems in Section 6111.01 of the Ohio Revised Code are not included.
(nnn) WATERSHED: The total drainage area contributing runoff to a single point.
(ooo) WETLAND: Those areas, that are inundated or saturated by surface or ground water at a
frequency and duration sufficient to support, and that under normal circumstances do
support, a prevalence of vegetation typically adapted for life in saturated soil conditions,
including swamps, marshes, bogs, and similar areas (40 CFR 232, as amended).
927.03 DISCLAIMER OF LIABILITY
Compliance with the provisions of this regulation shall not relieve any person from responsibility
for damage to any person otherwise imposed by law. The provisions of this regulation are
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promulgated to promote the health, safety, and welfare of the public and are not designed for the
benefit of any individual or for the benefit of any particular parcel of property.
927.04 CONFLICTS, SEVERABILITY, NUISANCES AND RESPONSIBILITY
(a)

Where this regulation is in conflict with other provisions of law or ordinance, the most
restrictive provisions shall prevail.

(b)

If any clause, section, or provision of this regulation is declared invalid or
unconstitutional by a court of competent jurisdiction, the validity of the remainder shall
not be affected thereby.

(c)

This regulation shall not be construed as authorizing any person to maintain a private or
public nuisance on their property, and compliance with the provisions of this regulation
shall not be a defense in any action to abate such a nuisance.

(d)

Failure of the City of North Olmsted to observe or recognize hazardous or unsightly
conditions or to recommend corrective measures shall not relieve the site owner from the
responsibility for the condition or damage resulting therefrom, and shall not result in the
City of North Olmsted, its officers, employees, or agents being responsible for any
condition or damage resulting therefrom.

927.05 DEVELOPMENT OF STORMWATER POLLUTION PREVENTION PLANS
(a)

This regulation requires that a Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan be developed and
implemented for all soil disturbing activities disturbing one (1) or more acres of total
land, or less than one (1) acre if part of a larger common plan of development or sale
disturbing one (1) or more acres of total land. A Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan
must be developed and implemented for all commercial and industrial site development.
The City Engineer may require a comprehensive stormwater management plan on sites
disturbing less than 1 acre.

(b)

The following activities shall submit an Abbreviated SWP3:
(1)

New single-family residential construction. If such activities disturb one (1) acre
or more, or are part of a larger common plan of development or sale disturbing
one (1) acre or more, a full SWP3 and compliance with the Ohio EPA
Construction General Permit are required.

(2)

Additions or accessory buildings for single-family residential construction. If
such activities disturb one (1) acre or more, or are part of a larger common plan of
development or sale disturbing one (1) acre or more, a full SWP3 and compliance
with the Ohio EPA Construction Site General Permit are required.

(3)

All non-residential construction on parcels of less than one (1) acre.
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(c)

General clearing activities not related to construction. If such activities disturb
one (1) acre or more, or are part of a larger common plan of development or sale
disturbing one (1) acre or more, compliance with the Ohio EPA Construction Site
General Permit and a full SWP3 are required.

Activities disturbing 1/10 (one tenth) or less of an acre are not required to submit a SWP3
or an Abbreviated SWP3, unless required by the City Engineer. These activities must
comply with all other provisions of this regulation.

927.06 APPLICATION PROCEDURES
(a)

(b)

SOIL DISTURBING ACTIVITIES SUBMITTING A STORMWATER POLLUTION
PREVENTION PLAN (SWP3): The applicant shall submit the SWP3 and the applicable
fees to the City of North Olmsted:
(1)

For subdivisions: After the approval of the preliminary plans and with submittal
of the improvement plans.

(2)

For other construction projects: Before issuance of a permit by the City.

(3)

For general clearing projects: Prior to issuance of a permit by the City.

SOIL DISTURBING ACTIVITIES SUBMITTING AN ABBREVIATED
STORMWATER POLLUTION PREVENTION PLAN (SWP3): The applicant shall
submit the Abbreviated SWP3 and the applicable fees to the City of North Olmsted:
(1)

For single-family home construction: Before issuance of a permit by the City.

(2)

For other construction projects: Before issuance of a permit by the City.

(3)

For general clearing projects: Prior to issuance of a permit by the City.

(c)

The City Engineer shall review the plans submitted under 927.06 (a) or (b) for
conformance with this regulation and approve, or return for revisions with comments and
recommendations for revisions. A plan rejected because of deficiencies shall receive a
narrative report stating specific problems and the procedures for filing a revised plan.

(d)

Soil disturbing activities shall not begin and permits shall not be issued without
(1)
Approved SWP3 or Abbreviated SWP3
(2)
Installation of erosion and sediment controls
(3)
Physical marking in the field of protected areas or critical areas, including
wetlands and riparian areas

(e)

SWP3 for individual sublots in a subdivision will not be approved unless the larger
common plan of development or sale containing the sublot is in compliance with this
regulation.
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(f)

The developer, engineer and contractor, and other principal parties, shall meet with the
City Engineer for a Pre-Construction Meeting no less than seven (7) days prior to soildisturbing activity at the site to ensure that erosion and sediment control devices are
properly installed, limits of disturbance and buffer areas are properly delineated and
construction personnel are aware of such devices and areas. Pre-Construction Meetings
for Abbreviated SWP3s may be waived at the discretion of the City Engineer.

(g)

Approvals issued in accordance with this regulation shall remain valid for one (1) year
from the date of approval.

927.07 COMPLIANCE WITH STATE AND FEDERAL REGULATIONS
Approvals issued in accordance with this regulation do not relieve the applicant of responsibility
for obtaining all other necessary permits and/or approvals from the Ohio EPA, the US Army
Corps of Engineers, and other federal, state, and/or county agencies. If requirements vary, the
most restrictive requirement shall prevail. These permits may include, but are not limited to,
those listed below. All submittals required to show proof of compliance with these state and
federal regulations shall be submitted with SWP3s or Abbreviated SWP3s.
(a)

Ohio EPA NPDES Permits authorizing stormwater discharges associated with
construction activity or the most current version thereof: Proof of compliance with these
requirements shall be the applicant’s Notice of Intent (NOI) number from Ohio EPA, a
copy of the Ohio EPA Director’s Authorization Letter for the NPDES Permit, or a letter
from the site owner certifying and explaining why the NPDES Permit is not applicable.

(b)

Section 401 of the Clean Water Act: Proof of compliance shall be a copy of the Ohio
EPA Water Quality Certification application tracking number, public notice, project
approval, or a letter from the site owner certifying that a qualified professional has
surveyed the site and determined that Section 401 of the Clean Water Act is not
applicable. Wetlands, and other waters of the United States, shall be delineated by
protocols accepted by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers at the time an application is
made under this regulation.

(c)

Ohio EPA Isolated Wetland Permit: Proof of compliance shall be a copy of Ohio EPA’s
Isolated Wetland Permit application tracking number, public notice, project approval, or a
letter from the site owner certifying that a qualified professional has surveyed the site and
determined that Ohio EPA’s Isolated Wetlands Permit is not applicable. Isolated wetlands
shall be delineated by protocols accepted by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers at the
time an application is made under this regulation.

(d)

Section 404 of the Clean Water Act: Proof of compliance shall be a copy of the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers Individual Permit application, public notice, or project
approval, if an Individual Permit is required for the development project. If an Individual
Permit is not required, the site owner shall submit proof of compliance with the U.S.
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Army Corps of Engineer’s Nationwide Permit Program. This shall include one of the
following:

(e)

(1)

A letter from the site owner certifying that a qualified professional has evaluated
the site and determined that Section 404 of the Clean Water Act is not applicable,
and provide documentation.

(2)

A site plan showing that any proposed fill of waters of the United States conforms
to the general and special conditions specified in the applicable Nationwide
Permit. Wetlands, and other waters of the United States, shall be delineated by
protocols accepted by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers at the time an
application is made under this regulation.

Ohio Dam Safety Law: Proof of compliance shall be a copy of the ODNR Division of
Water permit application tracking number, a copy of the project approval letter from the
ODNR Division of Water, or a letter from the site owner certifying and explaining why
the Ohio Dam Safety Law is not applicable.

927.08 STORMWATER POLLUTION PREVENTION PLAN (SWP3)
(a)

In order to control sediment pollution of water resources, the applicant shall submit a
SWP3 in accordance with the requirements of this regulation.

(b)

The SWP3 shall include Best Management Practices (BMPs) and Stormwater Control
Measures (SCMs) adequate to prevent pollution of public waters by soil sediment from
accelerated storm water runoff from development areas.

(c)

The SWP3 shall be certified by a professional engineer, a registered surveyor, certified
professional erosion and sediment control specialist, or a registered landscape architect.

(d)

The SWP3 shall be amended whenever there is a change in design, construction,
operation or maintenance, which has a significant effect on the potential for the discharge
of pollutants to surface waters of the state or if the SWP3 proves to be ineffective in
achieving the general objectives of controlling pollutants in stormwater discharges
associated with construction activity.

(e)

The SWP3 shall incorporate measures as recommended by the most current online
edition of Rainwater and Land Development as published by the Ohio Environmental
Protection Agency and shall include the following information:
(1)

A cover page or title identifying the name and location of the site, the name and
contact information of all construction site operators, the name and contact
information for the person responsible for authorizing and amending the SWP3,
preparation date, and the estimated start and completion dates for construction.

(2)

A copy of the permit requirements (attaching a copy of the current Ohio EPA
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NPDES Construction General Permit is acceptable).
(3)

Site description: The SWP3 shall provide:
A.

A description of the nature and type of the construction activity (e.g.
residential, shopping mall, highway, etc.).

B.

Total area of the site and the area of the site that is expected to be
disturbed (i.e., grubbing, clearing, excavation, filling or grading, including
off-site borrow areas).

C.

An estimate of the impervious area and percent of imperviousness created
by the land disturbance.

D.

A calculation of the run-off coefficients for both the pre-construction and
post-construction site conditions.

E.

Existing data describing the soil and, if available, the quality of any known
pollutant discharge from the site such as that which may result from
previous contamination caused by prior land uses.

F.

A description of prior land uses at the site.

G.

An implementation schedule which describes the sequence of major soildisturbing operations (i.e., grubbing, excavating, grading, utilities and
infrastructure installation) and the implementation of erosion and sediment
controls to be employed during each operation of the sequence.

H.

The location and name of the immediate receiving stream or surface
water(s) and the first subsequent receiving water(s) and the aerial extent
and description of wetlands or other special aquatic sites at or near the site
which will be disturbed or which will receive discharges from disturbed
areas of the project. For discharges to a municipal separate storm sewer
system (MS4), the point of discharge to the MS4 and the location where
the MS4 ultimately discharges to a water resource shall be indicated.

I.

List TMDLs applicable for the site and demonstrate that appropriate
BMPs or stormwater control measures (SCMs) have been selected to
address these TMDLs. [A TMDL identifier table for Northeast Ohio
communities is available at http://www.neohiostormwater.com/]

J.

For subdivided developments, a detail drawing of a typical individual lot
showing standard individual lot erosion and sediment control practices.
This does not remove the responsibility to designate specific erosion and
sediment control practices in the SWP3 for areas such as steep slopes,
stream banks, drainage ways, and riparian zones.
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K.

Location and description of any stormwater discharges associated with
dedicated asphalt and dedicated concrete plants associated with the
development area and the best management practices to address pollutants
in these stormwater discharges.

L.

A log documenting grading and stabilization activities as well as
amendments to the SWP3, which occur after construction activities
commence.

M.

Each temporary and permanent stormwater practice shall be designated
with an individual identification number.

N.

Site map showing:
i.

Limits of soil-disturbing activity of the site, including off
site spoil and borrow areas.

ii.

Soils types should be depicted for all areas of the site,
including locations of unstable or highly erodible soils.

iii.

Existing and proposed one-foot (1') contours. This must
include a delineation of drainage watersheds expected
during and after major grading activities as well as the size
of each drainage watershed in acres.

iv.

Surface water locations including springs, wetlands,
streams, lakes, water wells, etc., on or within 200 feet of
the site, including the boundaries of wetlands or stream
channels and first subsequent named receiving water(s) the
applicant intends to fill or relocate for which the applicant
is seeking approval from the Army Corps of Engineers
and/or Ohio EPA.

v.

Existing and planned locations of buildings, roads, parking
facilities, and utilities.

vi.

The location of all erosion and sediment control practices,
including the location of areas likely to require temporary
stabilization during the course of site development.

vii.

Sediment and stormwater management basins including
their sediment settling volume and the maximum expected
disturbed area that will be directed to the sediment pond
during construction. The plan should include a summary of
the following:
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i. The required sediment storage and
dewatering volumes
ii. The provided sediment storage and
dewatering volumes
iii. The weir length or skimmer size, as
applicable
iv. The weir length or skimmer size provided
viii.

Data sheets for all sediment traps, sediment basins, and
SCMs that identify contributing drainage area, disturbed
area, water quality volume, sedimentation volume,
dewatering volume, practice surface area, facility discharge
and dewatering time, outlet type and dimensions, and any
other relevant parameters for each practice.

ix.

A separate plan and profile view of each individual
sediment settling pond and its outlet structure. Detail
drawings of the outlet structure shall indicate the following
elevations:
a) Pond bottom
b) Elevation required to store the required sediment
storage volume
c) For sediment basins, the elevation at which the
skimmer is attached
d) For sediment traps, the top and bottom of the stone
outlet section
e) Elevation required to store the dewatering volume,
exclusive of the sediment storage volume
f) Elevation of the top of embankment
g) Crest of the emergency spillway

x.

Where used as a sediment-settling pond during
construction, the plan shall include a detail drawing of the
temporary outlet configuration of the permanent storm
water basin with the following information specified:
a) Storage volume provided below the elevation at
which the skimmer or other surface dewatering
device is attached
b) Elevation at which the skimmer or other surface
dewatering device is attached
c) Elevation at which the full dewatering zone is
stored above the skimmer invert
d) Any temporary modification to permanent outlet
orifices or weirs required to ensure no discharge
below the skimmer invert and only the skimmer
controls the discharge up to the top of the
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dewatering volume.
e) Calculations of the sediment storage volume,
dewatering volume and skimmer drawdown time
shall also be provided

(4)

xi.

The location of permanent SCMs to be used to control
pollutants in stormwater after construction operations have
been completed.

xii.

Areas designated for the storage or disposal of solid,
sanitary and toxic wastes, including dumpster areas, areas
designated for cement truck washout, and vehicle fueling.

xiii.

Methods to minimize the exposure of building materials,
building products, construction wastes, trash, landscape
materials, fertilizers, pesticides, herbicides, detergents, and
sanitary waste to precipitation, stormwater runoff, and
snow melt.

xiv.

Measures to prevent and respond to chemical spills and
leaks. Applicants may also reference the existence of other
plans (i.e., Spill Prevention Control and Countermeasure
(SPCC) plans, spill control programs, Safety Response
Plans, etc.) provided that such plan addresses this
requirement and a copy of such plan is maintained on site.

xv.

Methods to minimize the discharge of pollutants from
equipment and vehicle washing, wheel wash water, and
other wash waters. No detergents may be used to wash
vehicles. Wash waters shall be treated in a sediment basin
or alternative control that provides equivalent treatment
prior to discharge.

xvi.

The location of designated stoned construction entrances
where the vehicles will ingress and egress the construction
site.

xvii.

The location of any in-stream activities including stream
crossings.

A soils engineering report. The City Engineer may require the SWP3 to
include a Soils Engineering Report based upon his/her determination that
the conditions of the soils are unknown or unclear to the extent that
additional information is required to protect against erosion or other
hazards. This report shall be based on adequate and necessary test borings,
and shall contain all the information listed below. Recommendations
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included in the report and approved by the City Engineer shall be
incorporated in the grading plans and/or other specifications for site
development.
A.

Data regarding the nature, distribution, strength, and erodibility of
existing soils.

B.

If applicable, data regarding the nature, distribution, strength, and
erodibility of the soil to be placed on the site.

C.

Conclusions and recommendations for grading procedures.

D.

Conclusions and recommended designs for interim soil
stabilization devices and measures, and for permanent soil
stabilization after construction is completed.

E.

Design criteria for corrective measures when necessary.

F.

Opinions and recommendations covering the stability of the site.

927.09 PERFORMANCE STANDARDS
The SWP3 must contain a description of the controls appropriate for each construction operation
and the applicant must implement such controls. The SWP3 must clearly describe for each major
construction activity the appropriate control measures; the general sequence during the
construction process under which the measures will be implemented; and the contractor
responsible for implementation (e.g., contractor A will clear land and install perimeter controls
and contractor B will maintain perimeter controls until final stabilization).
The approved SWP3, and the sediment and erosion controls, and non-sediment pollution controls
contained therein, shall be implemented upon the commencement of construction. Perimeter
controls must be installed two working days prior to commencement of construction. The
approved plan must be implemented until the site reaches final stabilization. All properties
adjacent to the site of soil-disturbing activity shall be protected from soil erosion and sediment
run-off and damage, including, but not limited to, private properties, natural and artificial
waterways, wetlands, storm sewers and public lands.
It is the owner’s responsibility to maintain current records of contractor(s) responsible for
implementing the SWP3 and providing that information to the City Engineer. The SWP3 shall
identify all subcontractors engaged in activities that could impact stormwater runoff. The SWP3
shall contain signatures from all of the identified subcontractors indicating that they have been
informed and understand their roles and responsibilities in complying with the SWP3. The
applicant shall review the SWP3 with the primary contractor prior to commencement of
construction activities and keep a SWP3 training log to demonstrate that this review had
occurred.
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Erosion and sediment controls shall be designed, installed and maintained effectively to
minimize the discharge of pollutants during the course of earth disturbing activities. The controls
shall include the following minimum components:
(a)

NON-STRUCTURAL PRESERVATION MEASURES: The SWP3 must make use of
practices that preserve the existing natural condition to the maximum extent practicable.
Such practices may include preserving riparian areas, preserving existing vegetation and
vegetative buffer strips, phasing of construction operations in order to minimize the
amount of disturbed land at any one time, minimizing disturbance of steep slopes,
designation of tree preservation areas or other protective clearing or grubbing practices.
Soil compaction shall be minimized and, unless infeasible, topsoil shall be preserved.
Provide and maintain a 50-foot buffer of undisturbed natural vegetation around surface
waters of the state, or riparian or wetland setbacks, if applicable, whichever is greater,
unless maintaining this buffer is infeasible (e.g., stream crossings for roads or utilities, or
for channel and floodplain rehabilitation and restoration). Direct stormwater to vegetated
areas to increase sediment removal and maximize stormwater infiltration.

(b)

EROSION CONTROL PRACTICES: The SWP3 must make use of erosion controls that
are capable of providing cover over disturbed soils. The amount of soil exposed during
construction activity shall be minimized. A description of control practices designed to
restabilize disturbed areas after grading or construction shall be included in the SWP3.
The SWP3 must provide specifications for stabilization of all disturbed areas of the site
and provide guidance as to which method of stabilization will be employed for any time
of the year. Such practices may include: temporary seeding, permanent seeding,
mulching, matting, sod stabilization, vegetative buffer strips, phasing of construction
operations, the use of construction entrances, and the use of alternative ground cover.
Erosion control practices must meet the following requirements:
(1)

Stabilization. Disturbed areas must be stabilized as specified in Tables 1 and 2
below.

Table 1: Permanent Stabilization
Area requiring permanent stabilization
Time frame to apply erosion controls
Any area that will lie dormant for one year or
Within 7 days of the most recent disturbance.
more.
Any area within 50 feet of a surface water of
Within 2 days of reaching final grade.
the state and at final grade.
Any other areas at final grade.
Within 7 days of reaching final grade within
that area.
Table 2: Temporary Stabilization
Area requiring temporary stabilization
Time frame to apply erosion controls
Any disturbed area within 50 feet of a surface
Within 2 days of the most recent disturbance if
water of the state and not at final grade.
that area will remain idle for more than 14
days.
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For all construction activities, any disturbed
area, including soil stockpiles that will be
dormant for more than 14 days but less than
one year, and not within 50 feet of a surface
water of the state.

Within 7 days of the most recent disturbance
within the area.

For residential subdivisions, disturbed areas
must be stabilized at least 7 days prior to
transfer of ownership or operational
responsibility.
Disturbed areas that will be idle over winter.
Prior to November 1 or the onset of winter
weather, whichever occurs first.
Note: Where vegetative stabilization techniques may cause structural instability or are otherwise
unobtainable, alternative stabilization techniques must be employed.
(2)

Permanent stabilization of conveyance channels. Applicants shall undertake
special measures to stabilize channels and outfalls and prevent erosive flows.
Measures may include seeding, dormant seeding, mulching, erosion control
matting, sodding, riprap, natural channel design with bioengineering techniques,
or rock check dams, all as defined in the most recent edition of Rainwater and
Land Development or the Field Office Technical Guide available at
www.nrcs.usda.gov/technical/efotg/.

(c)

RUNOFF CONTROL PRACTICES. The SWP3 shall incorporate measures that control
the volume and velocity of stormwater runoff within the site to prevent erosion. Peak
flow rates and total stormwater volume shall be controlled to minimize erosion and
outlets, downstream channel and streambank erosion. Such practices may include rock
check dams, pipe slope drains, diversions to direct flow away from exposed soils and
protective grading practices. These practices shall divert runoff away from disturbed
areas and steep slopes where practicable. Velocity dissipation devices shall be placed at
discharge locations and along the length of any outfall channel to provide non-erosive
flow velocity from the structure to a water course so that the natural physical and
biological characteristics and functions are maintained and protected.

(d)

SEDIMENT CONTROL PRACTICES. The SWP3 shall include a description of, and
detailed drawings for, all structural practices that shall store runoff, allowing sediments to
settle and/or divert flows away from exposed soils or otherwise limit runoff from exposed
areas to minimize sediment discharges from the site. Structural practices shall be used to
control erosion and trap sediment from a site remaining disturbed for more than 14 days.
Such practices may include, among others: sediment settling ponds, silt fences, storm
drain inlet protection, and earth diversion dikes or channels which direct runoff to a
sediment settling pond. The design, installation and maintenance of erosion and sediment
controls shall address factors such as the amount, frequency, intensity and duration of
precipitation, the nature of resulting stormwater runoff, and soil characteristics, including
the range of soil particle sizes expected to be present on the site.

(e)

All sediment control practices must be capable of ponding runoff in order to be
considered functional. Earth diversion dikes or channels alone are not considered a
sediment control practice unless used in conjunction with a sediment settling pond.
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Sediment control practices must meet the following requirements:
(1)

Timing. Sediment control structures shall be functional throughout the course of
earth disturbing activity. Sediment basins and perimeter sediment barriers shall be
implemented prior to grading and within seven (7) days from the start of
grubbing. They shall continue to function until the up slope development area is
restabilized. As construction progresses and the topography is altered, appropriate
controls must be constructed or existing controls altered to address the changing
drainage patterns.

(2)

Sediment settling ponds. A sediment settling pond, or equivalent best
management practice upon approval from the City Engineer and/or his authorized
representative, is required for any one of the following conditions:
A.

Concentrated stormwater runoff.

B.

Runoff from drainage areas which exceeds the design capacity of
silt fence (see Table 3) inlet protection, or other sediment barriers;

C.

Runoff from common drainage locations with 10 or more acres of
disturbed land.

Sediment settling ponds shall be provided in the form of a sediment trap or
sediment basin as defined in the latest edition of Rainwater and Land
Development. The maximum allowable contributing drainage area to a
sediment trap shall be limited to less than 5 acres. Contributing drainage
areas of 5 acres or more shall be treated with a sediment basin. An
equivalent best management practice may be utilized upon approval from
the City of North Olmsted.
The sediment-settling pond shall provide both a sediment storage zone and
a dewatering zone. The volume of the dewatering zone shall be at least
1,800 cubic feet of storage per acre of total contributing drainage area.
The dewatering structure of sediment basins shall be designed to have a
minimum 48-hour drain time, and, unless infeasible, be designed to
always withdraw runoff from the surface of the pond throughout the storm
cycle. As such, a skimmer discharge device consistent with Rainwater and
Land Development shall be provided to dewater sediment basins.
Sediment traps shall also provide both a sediment storage zone and
dewatering zone, but the outlet structure shall be constructed consistent
with the specifications contained in the latest edition of Rainwater and
Land Development.
When post-construction detention/water quality ponds are to be used as
temporary sediment trapping BMPs, a skimmer discharge device
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consistent with Rainwater and Land Development shall be utilized during
the construction phase and until the site is deemed permanently stabilized
by the City of North Olmsted.
The skimmer shall be designed per the equivalent requirements of
sediment basins and the operator must ensure that the outlet structure of
the pond provides an equivalent or better sediment storage zone and
dewatering zone. As such, temporarily while the site is under construction,
there shall be no discharge of runoff below the elevation required for the
sediment storage zone and the discharge of stormwater within the
dewatering zone shall only occur through the skimmer.
The volume of the sediment storage zone shall be calculated by one of the
following methods:
Method 1: The volume of the sediment storage zone shall be
1000ft3 per disturbed acre within the watershed of the basin.
Method 2: The volume of the sediment storage zone shall be the
volume necessary to store the sediment as calculated with RUSLE
or other generally accepted erosion prediction model.
When determining the total contributing drainage area, off-site areas and
areas which remain undisturbed by construction activity must be included
unless runoff from these areas is diverted away from the sediment settling
pond and is not co-mingled with sediment-laden runoff. The depth of the
dewatering zone must be less than or equal to five (5) feet. The
configuration between the inlets and the outlet of the sediment-settling
pond must provide at least two units of length for each one unit of width ≥
2:1 length-to-width ratio; however, a length to width ratio of ≥ 4:1 is
recommended. Sediment must be removed from the sediment-settling
pond when the design capacity of the sediment storage zone has been
completely filled by sediment accumulations. This limit is typically
reached when sediment occupies one-half of the basin depth. When
designing sediment settling ponds, the applicant must consider public
safety, especially as it relates to children, as a design factor for the
sediment basin and alternative sediment controls must be used where site
limitations would preclude a safe design. The use of a combination of
sediment and erosion control measures in order to achieve maximum
pollutant removal is encouraged.
(3)

Silt fence and diversions. Sheet flow runoff from denuded areas shall be
intercepted by silt fence or diversions to protect adjacent properties and water
resources from sediment transported via sheet flow. Where intended to provide
sediment control, silt fence shall be placed on a level contour and shall be capable
of temporarily ponding runoff. The relationship between the maximum drainage

EXHIBIT B: NEW CHAPTER 927

area to silt fence for a particular slope range is shown in Table 3 below. Placing
silt fence in a parallel series does not extend the size of the permissible drainage
area.
Table 3: Maximum Drainage Area to Silt Fence Based on Slope
Maximum Drainage Area (acres) to
Range of slope for a drainage area (%)
100 linear feet of silt fence
0.5
<2%
0.25

> 2% but < 20%

0.125

> 20% but < 50%

(4)

Alternative perimeter controls for sheet flow discharges may be considered by the
City of North Olmsted, but their use shall not exceed the limitations indicated in
Table 3 above. Detail drawings and plan notes shall specify the diameter of filter
socks, compost berms and other such alternative perimeter controls if used instead
of silt fence.

(5)

Stormwater diversion practices shall be used to keep runoff away from disturbed
areas and steep slopes. Such devices, which include swales, dikes or berms, may
receive storm water runoff from areas up to 10 acres.

(6)

Inlet protection. Erosion and sediment control practices, such as boxed inlet
protection, shall be installed to minimize sediment-laden water entering active
storm drain systems. All inlets receiving runoff from drainage areas of one or
more acres will require a sediment settling pond. Straw or hay bales and filter
socks around catch basins are not acceptable forms of inlet protection.

(7)

Off-site tracking of sediment and dust control. Best management practices must
be implemented to ensure sediment is not tracked off-site and that dust is
controlled. These best management practices must include, but are not limited to,
the following:
A.

Construction entrances shall be built and shall serve as the only
permitted points of ingress and egress to the development area.
These entrances shall be built of a stabilized pad of aggregate stone
or recycled concrete or cement sized greater than 2” in diameter,
placed over a geotextile fabric, and constructed in conformance
with specifications in the most recent edition of Rainwater and
Land Development.

B.

Streets and catch basins adjacent to construction entrances shall be
kept free of sediment tracked off site. Streets directly adjacent to
construction entrances and receiving traffic from the development
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area, shall be cleaned daily to remove sediment tracked off-site. If
applicable, the catch basins on these streets nearest to the
construction entrances shall also be cleaned weekly and protected
from sediment-laden runoff, if feasible without posing a public
safety hazard.
Based on site conditions, the City Engineer and/or his authorized
representative may require additional best management practices to
control off site tracking and dust. These additional BMPs may
include:

(8)

C.

Fencing shall be installed around the perimeter of the development
area to ensure that all vehicle traffic adheres to designated
construction entrances.

D.

Designated vehicle and wheel-washing areas. Wash water from
these areas must be directed to a designated sediment trap, the
sediment-settling pond, or to a sump pump for dewatering in
conformance with Section 927.09 (g) of this regulation. No
surfactants or detergents may be used to wash vehicles.

E.

Applicants shall take all necessary measures to comply with
applicable regulations regarding fugitive dust emissions, including
obtaining necessary permits for such emissions. The City Engineer
and/or his authorized representative may require dust controls
including the use of water trucks to wet disturbed areas, tarping
stockpiles, temporary stabilization of disturbed areas, and
regulation of the speed of vehicles on the site.

Surface Waters of the State protection. Construction vehicles shall avoid water
resources. A 50 foot undisturbed natural buffer shall be provided around surface
waters of the state unless infeasible. If it is infeasible to provide and maintain an
undisturbed 50-foot natural buffer, the SWP3 shall comply with the stabilization
requirements in 927.09.B.1 for areas within 50 feet of a surface water or riparian
or wetland setbacks if applicable, whichever is greater; and minimize soil
compaction and, unless infeasible, preserve topsoil. If a riparian or wetland
setback is greater than 50 feet, no disturbance of natural vegetation shall occur
within the riparian or wetland setback unless a variance to the riparian or wetland
setback regulation has been granted. If the applicant is permitted to disturb areas
within 50 feet of a water resource, the following conditions shall be addressed in
the SWP3:
A.

All BMPs and stream crossings shall be designed as specified in
the most recent edition of Rainwater and Land Development.

B.

Structural practices shall be designated and implemented on site to
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protect water resources from the impacts of sediment runoff.

(9)

(f)

C.

No structural sediment controls (e.g., the installation of silt fence
or a sediment settling pond in-stream) shall be used in water
resources or wetlands.

D.

Where stream crossings for roads or utilities are necessary and
permitted, the project shall be designed such that the number of
stream crossings and the width of the disturbance are minimized.

E.

Temporary stream crossings shall be constructed if water resources
or wetlands will be crossed by construction vehicles during
construction.

F.

Construction of bridges, culverts, or sediment control structures
shall not place soil, debris, or other particulate material into or
close to the water resources or wetlands in such a manner that it
may slough, slip, or erode.

G.

Concentrated stormwater runoff from BMPs to natural wetlands
shall be converted to diffuse flow through the use of level
spreaders or other such appropriate measure before the runoff
enters the wetlands. The flow should be released such that no
erosion occurs downslope. Level spreaders may need to be placed
in series to ensure non-erosive velocities.

H.

Protected areas or critical areas, including wetlands and riparian
areas shall be physically marked in the field prior to earth
disturbing activities.

Modifying controls. If periodic inspections or other information indicates a
control has been used inappropriately or incorrectly, the applicant shall replace or
modify the control for site conditions.

NON-SEDIMENT POLLUTANT CONTROLS: No solid or liquid waste, including
building materials, shall be discharged in stormwater runoff. The applicant must
implement site best management practices to prevent toxic materials, hazardous
materials, or other debris from entering water resources, wetlands or the MS4. These
practices shall include but are not limited to the following:
A.
B.

Waste Materials: A covered dumpster shall be made available for the proper
disposal of garbage, plaster, drywall, grout, gypsum, and other waste
materials.
Concrete Truck Wash Out: The washing of concrete material into a street,
catch basin, other public facility, natural resource or water of the state is
prohibited. A designated area for concrete washout shall be made available.
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C.

Disposal of Other Wastewaters: The discharge of washout and cleanout of
stucco, paint, form release oils, curing compounds, and other construction
materials to a street, catch basin, other public facility, natural resource or
waters of the state is prohibited. The discharge of soaps or solvents used in
vehicle and equipment washing is also prohibited. If generated, these
wastewaters must be collected and disposed of properly.

D.

Fuel/Liquid Tank Storage: All fuel/liquid tanks and drums shall be stored in a
marked storage area. A dike shall be constructed around this storage area
with a minimum capacity equal to 110% of the volume of the largest
containers in the storage area and/or a spill kit shall be provided to clean up
spills. The SWP3 shall contain spill prevention and response procedures and
these procedures shall be discussed at the pre-construction meeting.

E.

Toxic or Hazardous Waste Disposal: Any toxic or hazardous waste shall be
disposed of properly. The discharge of fuels, oils, and other pollutants used
in vehicle and equipment operation and maintenance is prohibited.

F.

Contaminated Soils Disposal and Runoff: Discovery of previously unknown
contaminated soils onsite shall be self-reported to Ohio EPA and local
authorities. Contaminated soils from redevelopment sites shall be disposed of
properly. Runoff from contaminated soils shall not be discharged from the
site. Proper permits shall be obtained for development projects on solid
waste landfill sites or redevelopment sites. Where construction activities are
to occur on sites with contamination from previous activities, operators shall
be aware that concentrations of materials that meet other criteria (i.e. not
considered a Hazardous Waste, meeting Voluntary Action Program (VAP
standards)) may still result in stormwater discharges in excess of Ohio Water
Quality Standards. Such discharges are not authorized by this code. Control
measures which may be utilized to meet this requirement include, but are not
limited to:
i.
ii.

iii.

Use berms, trenches, pits or tanks to collect contaminated runoff
and prevent discharge.
Pump runoff from contaminated soils to the sanitary sewer with the
prior approval of the sanitary sewer system operator, or pump into
a container for transport to an appropriate treatment or disposal
facility; and
Cover areas of contamination with tarps, daily cover or other such
methods to prevent storm water from coming into contact with
contaminated materials.

The SWP3 must include methods to minimize the exposure of building
materials, building products, construction wastes, trash, landscape
materials, fertilizers, pesticides, herbicides, detergents, and sanitary waste
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to precipitation, stormwater runoff, and snow melt. The SWP3 shall
include measures to prevent and respond to chemical spills and leaks.
Applicants may also reference the existence of other plans (i.e., Spill
Prevention Control and Countermeasure (SPCC) plans, spill control
programs, Safety Response Plans, etc.) provided that such plan addresses
this requirement and a copy of such plan is maintained on site.
(g)

COMPLIANCE WITH OTHER REQUIREMENTS. The SWP3 shall be consistent with
applicable State and/or local waste disposal, sanitary sewer, or septic system regulations,
including provisions prohibiting waste disposal by open burning, and shall provide for
the proper disposal of contaminated soils located within the development area.

(h)

TRENCH AND GROUND WATER CONTROL. There shall be no sediment-laden or
turbid discharges to water resources or wetlands resulting from dewatering activities. If
trench or ground water contains sediment, it must pass through a sediment-settling pond
or other equally effective sediment control device, prior to being discharged from the
construction site. Alternatively, sediment may be removed by settling in place or by
dewatering into a sump pit, filter bag or comparable practice. Ground water dewatering
which does not contain sediment or other pollutants is not required to be treated prior to
discharge. However, care must be taken when discharging ground water to ensure that it
does not become pollutant-laden by traversing over disturbed soils or other pollutant
sources.

(i)

INTERNAL INSPECTIONS. All controls on the site shall be inspected a at least once
every seven calendar days and within 24 hours after any storm event greater than one-half
inch of rain per 24 hour period. The inspection frequency may be reduced to at least once
every month if the entire site is temporarily stabilized or runoff is unlikely due to weather
conditions (e.g., site is covered with snow, ice, or the ground is frozen). A waiver of
inspection requirements is available until one month before thawing conditions are
expected to result in a discharge if prior written approval has been attained from the City
Engineer:
i.
ii.
iii.
iv.

The project is located in an area where frozen conditions are anticipated to
continue for extended periods of time (i.e. more than one (1) month).
Land disturbance activities have been suspended, and temporary stabilization
is achieved.
The beginning date and ending dates of the waiver period are documented in
the SWP3.
For sites that will not be completed by October 1, a Pre-Winter Stabilization
Meeting shall be held by the landowner and the developer, engineer and
contractor of the project and the City of North Olmsted prior to October 1, in
order to plan and approve winter erosion and sediment controls as defined in
the most current online edition of Rainwater and Land Development.

The applicant shall assign qualified inspection personnel to conduct these inspections to
ensure that the control practices are functional and to evaluate whether the SWP3 is
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adequate, or whether additional control measures are required. Qualified inspection
personnel are individuals with knowledge and experience in the installation and
maintenance of sediment and erosion controls. Certified inspection reports shall be
submitted to the City Engineer within seven (7) working days from the inspection and
retained at the development site.
These inspections shall meet the following requirements:
(1)

Disturbed areas and areas used for storage of materials that are exposed to
precipitation shall be inspected for evidence of or the potential for, pollutants
entering the drainage system.

(2)

Erosion and sediment control measures identified in the SWP3 shall be observed
to ensure that they are operating correctly. The applicant shall utilize an
inspection form provided by the City of North Olmsted or an alternate form
acceptable to the City Engineer. The inspection form shall include:
A.

The inspection date.

B.

Names, titles and qualifications of personnel making the
inspection.

C.

Weather information for the period since the last inspection,
including a best estimate of the beginning of each storm event,
duration of each storm event and approximate amount of rainfall
for each storm event in inches, and whether any discharges
occurred.

D.

Weather information and a description of any discharges occurring
at the time of inspection.

E.

Locations of:
1. Discharges of sediment or other pollutants from site.
2. BMPs that need to be maintained.
3. BMPs that failed to operate as designed or proved inadequate
for a particular location.
4. Where additional BMPs are needed that did not exist at the
time of inspection.

F.

Corrective action required including any necessary changes to the
SWP3 and implementation dates.
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(j)

(3)

Discharge locations shall be inspected to determine whether erosion and sediment
control measures are effective in preventing significant impacts to the receiving
water resource or wetlands.

(4)

Locations where vehicles enter or exit the site shall be inspected for evidence of
off-site vehicle tracking.

(5)

The applicant shall maintain for three (3) years following final stabilization the
results of these inspections, the names and qualifications of personnel making the
inspections, the dates of inspections, major observations relating to the
implementation of the SWP3, a certification as to whether the facility is in
compliance with the SWP3, and information on any incidents of non-compliance
determined by these inspections.

MAINTENANCE. The SWP3 shall be designed to minimize maintenance requirements.
All BMPs shall be maintained and repaired as needed to ensure continued performance of
their intended function until final stabilization. All sediment control practices must be
maintained in a functional condition until all up slope areas they control reach final
stabilization. The applicant shall provide a description of maintenance procedures needed
to ensure the continued performance of control practices and shall ensure a responsible
party and adequate funding to conduct this maintenance, all as determined by the City
Engineer.
When inspections reveal the need for repair, replacement, or installation of erosion and
sediment control BMPs, the following procedures shall be followed:
(1)

When BMPs require repair or maintenance. If an internal inspection reveals that a
BMP is in need of repair or maintenance, with the exception of a sedimentsettling pond, it must be repaired or maintained within three (3) days of the
inspection. Sediment settling ponds must be repaired or maintained within ten
(10) days of the inspection.

(2)

When BMPs fail to provide their intended function. If an internal inspection
reveals that a BMP fails to perform its intended function as detailed in the SWP3
and that another, more appropriate control practice is required, the SWP3 must be
amended and the new control practice must be installed within three (3) to ten
(10) days of the inspection as determined by the City Engineer or site inspector.

(3)

When BMPs depicted on the SWP3 are not installed. If an internal inspection
reveals that a BMP has not been implemented in accordance with the schedule,
the control practice must be implemented within ten (10) days from the date of the
inspection. If the internal inspection reveals that the planned control practice is
not needed, the record must contain a statement of explanation as to why the
control practice is not needed.

EXHIBIT B: NEW CHAPTER 927

(k)

FINAL STABLIZATION. Final stabilization shall be determined by the City Engineer.
Once a definable area has achieved final stabilization, the applicant may note this on the
SWP3 and no further inspection requirement applies to that portion of the site. Final
stabilization also requires the installation of permanent (post-construction) stormwater
control measures (SCMs). Obligations under this ordinance shall not be completed until
installation of post-construction BMPs is verified.

927.10 ABBREVIATED STORMWATER POLLUTION PREVENTION PLAN (SWP3).
(a)

In order to control sediment pollution of water resources, the applicant shall submit an
Abbreviated SWP3 in accordance with the requirements of this regulation.

(b)

The Abbreviated SWP3 shall be certified by a professional engineer, a registered
surveyor, certified professional erosion and sediment control specialist, or a registered
landscape architect.

(c)

The Abbreviated SWP3 shall include a minimum of the following BMPs. The City of
North Olmsted may require other BMPs as site conditions warrant.
(1)

Construction Entrances: Construction entrances shall be built and shall serve as
the only permitted points of ingress and egress to the development area. These
entrances shall be built of a stabilized pad of aggregate stone or recycled concrete
or cement sized greater than 2" in diameter, placed over a geotextile fabric, and
constructed in conformance with specifications in the most recent edition of
Rainwater and Land Development.

(2)

Concrete Truck Wash Out: The washing of concrete material into a street, catch
basin, or other public facility or natural resource is prohibited. A designated area
for concrete washout shall be indicated on the plan. Use for other waste and
wastewater is prohibited.

(3)

Street Sweeping: Streets directly adjacent to construction entrances and receiving
traffic from the development area, shall be cleaned daily to remove sediment
tracked off-site. If applicable, the catch basins on these streets nearest to the
construction entrances shall be cleaned weekly.

(4)

Stabilization. The development area shall be stabilized as detailed in Table 4.

Table 4: Stabilization
Area requiring stabilization
Any disturbed area within 50 feet of a surface
water of the state and not at final grade.
For all construction activities, any disturbed
area, including soil stockpiles, that will be
dormant for more than 14 days but less than
one year, and not within 50 feet of a stream.

Time frame to apply erosion controls
Within 2 days of the most recent disturbance if
that area will remain idle for more than 14 days
Within 7 days of the most recent disturbance
within the area
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Disturbed areas that will be idle over winter
Prior to November 1
Note: Where vegetative stabilization techniques may cause structural instability or are
otherwise unobtainable, alternative stabilization techniques must be employed. These
techniques may include mulching or erosion matting.
(5)

Inlet Protection. Erosion and sediment control practices, such as boxed inlet
protection, shall be installed to minimize sediment-laden water entering active
storm drain systems, including rear yard inlets. Straw, hay bales, and filter socks
are not acceptable forms of inlet protection.

(6)

Silt Fence and Other Perimeter Controls. Silt fence and other perimeter controls
approved by the City of North Olmsted shall be used to protect adjacent
properties and water resources from sediment discharged via sheet (diffused)
flow. Silt fence shall be placed along level contours and the permissible drainage
area is limited to those indicated in Table 3 in 927.09 of these regulations.

(7)

Internal Inspection and Maintenance. All controls on the development area shall
be inspected at least once every seven calendar days and within 24 hours after any
storm event greater than one-half inch of rain per 24 hour period. Maintenance
shall occur as detailed below:

(8)
927.11 FEES

A.

When BMPs require repair or maintenance. If the internal inspection
reveals that a BMP is in need of repair or maintenance, with the exception
of a sediment-settling pond, it must be repaired or maintained within three
(3) days of the inspection. Sediment settling ponds must be repaired or
maintained within ten (10) days of the inspection.

B.

When BMPs fail to provide their intended function. If the internal
inspection reveals that a BMP fails to perform its intended function and
that another, more appropriate control practice is required, the
Abbreviated SWP3 must be amended and the new control practice must be
installed within ten (10) days of the inspection.

C.

When BMPs depicted on the Abbreviated SWP3 are not installed. If the
internal inspection reveals that a BMP has not been implemented in
accordance with the schedule, the control practice must be implemented
within ten (10) days from the date of the inspection. If the inspection
reveals that the planned control practice is not needed, the record must
contain a statement of explanation as to why the control practice is not
needed.

Final Stabilization: Final stabilization shall be determined by the City Engineer.
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The SWP3 and Abbreviated SWP3 review, filing, and inspection fee is part of a complete
submittal and is required to be submitted to the City of North Olmsted before the review process
begins. Please consult with City Engineer for current fee schedule.
927.12 BOND
(a)

If a SWP3 or abbreviated SWP3 is required by this regulation, soil disturbing activities
shall not be permitted until a cash bond or deposit has been deposited with the City of
North Olmsted Finance Department. The amount shall be a $2,000 minimum, and an
additional $2,000 paid for each subsequent acre or fraction thereof or the cost of
stabilizing disturbed areas based on a fee schedule established by the City of North
Olmsted. The bond will be used for the City of North Olmsted to perform the obligations
otherwise to be performed by the owner of the development area as stated in this
regulation and to allow all work to be performed as needed in the event that the applicant
fails to comply with the provisions of this regulation. The cash bond shall be returned,
less City of North Olmsted administrative fees as detailed in City of North Olmsted
Codified Ordinances, after all work required by this regulation has been completed and
final stabilization has been reached, all as determined by the City Engineer.

(b)

No project subject to this regulation shall commence without a SWP3 or Abbreviated
SWP3 approved by the City Engineer.

927.13 ENFORCEMENT
(a)

If the City of North Olmsted or its duly authorized representative determines that a
violation of the rules adopted under this code exist, the City of North Olmsted or
representative may issue an immediate stop work order if the violator failed to obtain any
federal, state, or local permit necessary for sediment and erosion control, earth
movement, clearing, or cut and fill activity.

(b)

All development areas may be subject to external inspections by the City Engineer and/or
his authorized representative to ensure compliance with the approved SWP3 or
Abbreviated SWP3.

(c)

After each external inspection, the City Engineer and/or his authorized representative
shall prepare and distribute a status report to the applicant.

(d)

If an external inspection determines that operations are being conducted in violation of
the approved SWP3 or Abbreviated SWP3 the City Engineer and/or his authorized
representative may take action as detailed in Section 927.14 of this regulation.

(e)

Failure to maintain and repair erosion and sediment controls per the approved SWP3 plan
may result in the following escalation:
(1)

First Violation: The City Engineer will issue a Notice of Deficiency to the owner
or operator. All controls are to be repaired or maintained per the SWP3 plan
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within three (3) days of the notification. If controls have not been corrected after
this time, the City Engineer may issue a Stop Work Order for all activities until
corrections have been made.
(2)

Second Violation: The City Engineer may issue a formal Notice of Violation
which includes a $250 administrative fee against the SWP3 Bond or site plan
deposit. All controls are to be repaired or maintained per the approved SWP3 plan
within three (3) days of the Notice of Violation. If controls have not been
corrected after this time, the City Engineer may issue a Stop Work Order for all
activities until corrections have been made.

(3)

Third and subsequent violations: The City Engineer may issue a Stop Work Order
for all construction activities and charge a $250 administrative fee against the
SWP3 bond or site plan deposit. The Stop Work Order will be lifted once all
controls are in compliance with the approved SWP3 plan.

(f)

The City Engineer shall have the authority to make immediate on-site adjustments to the
SWP3 in order to achieve compliance with this ordinance.

(g)

A final inspection will be made to determine if the criteria of this code has been satisfied
and a report will be presented to the City of North Olmsted on the site's compliance
status.

(h)

The City Engineer will monitor soil-disturbing activities for non-farm residential,
commercial, industrial, or other non-farm purposes on land of less than one contiguous
acre to ensure compliance required by these Rules.

(i)

The City Engineer shall notify the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers when a violation on a
development project covered by an Individual or Nationwide Permit is identified. The
City Engineer shall notify the Ohio Environmental Protection Agency when a violation
on a development project covered by a Section 401 Water Quality Certification and/or
Isolated Wetland Permit is identified.

(j)

The City of North Olmsted shall not issue building permits for projects regulated under
this code that have not received approval for a SWP3 for said project(s).

927.14 VIOLATIONS
(a)

No person shall violate or cause or knowingly permit to be violated any of the provisions
of this regulation, or fail to comply with any of such provisions or with any lawful
requirements of any public authority made pursuant to this regulation, or knowingly use
or cause or permit the use of any lands in violation of this regulation or in violation of
any permit granted under this regulation.

(b)

Upon notice, the Mayor and/or designee may suspend any active soil disturbing activity
for a period not to exceed ninety (90) days, and may require immediate erosion and
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sediment control measures whenever he or she determines that such activity is not
meeting the intent of this regulation. Such notice shall be in writing, shall be given to the
applicant, and shall state the conditions under which work may be resumed. In instances,
however, where the Mayor and/or designee finds that immediate action is necessary for
public safety or the public interest, he or she may require that work be stopped upon
verbal order pending issuance of the written notice.
927.15 APPEALS
Any person aggrieved by any order, requirement, determination, or any other action or inaction
by the City of North Olmsted in relation to this regulation may appeal to an appeals board
consisting of the Environmental Committee of Council, the Service Director, and the Finance
Director within fourteen (14) calendar days of a written decision of the City Engineer. The
appeals board shall consider all relevant factors and issue a written decision setting forth the
board’s reasons for granting or denying the petition. The decision of the board is the final
decision of the City of North Olmsted on the appeal. Written notice of appeal shall be served on
the City of North Olmsted.
927.99 PENALTY
(a)

Any person, firm, entity or corporation; including but not limited to, the owner of the
property, his agents and assigns, occupant, property manager, and any contractor or
subcontractor who violates or fails to comply with any provision of this regulation is
guilty of a misdemeanor of the third degree and shall be fined no more than five hundred
dollars ($500) or imprisoned for no more than sixty (60) days, or both, for each offense.
A separate offense shall be deemed committed each day during or on which a violation or
noncompliance occurs or continues.

(b)

The imposition of any other penalties provided herein shall not preclude the City of North
Olmsted instituting an appropriate action or proceeding in a Court of proper jurisdiction
to prevent an unlawful development, or to restrain, correct, or abate a violation, or to
require compliance with the provisions of this regulation or other applicable laws,
ordinances, rules, or regulations, or the orders of the City of North Olmsted.
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CHAPTER 928
COMPREHENSIVE STORMWATER MANAGEMENT
928.01 PURPOSE AND SCOPE
A.

The purpose of this regulation is to establish technically feasible and economically
reasonable stormwater management standards to achieve a level of stormwater quality
and quantity control that will minimize damage to property and degradation of water
resources and will promote and maintain the health, safety, and welfare of the citizens of
the City of North Olmsted:

B.

This regulation requires owners who develop or re-develop their property within the City
of North Olmsted to:
1.

Control stormwater runoff from their property and ensure that all Stormwater
Control Measures (SCMs) are properly designed, constructed, and maintained.

2.

Reduce water quality impacts to receiving water resources that may be caused by
new development or redevelopment activities.

3.

Control the volume, rate, and quality of stormwater runoff originating from their
property so that surface water and groundwater are protected and flooding and
erosion potential are not increased.

4.

Minimize the need to construct, repair, and replace subsurface storm drain
systems.

5.

Preserve natural infiltration and ground water recharge, and maintain subsurface
flow that replenishes water resources, except in slippage prone soils.

6.

Incorporate stormwater quality and quantity controls into site planning and design
at the earliest possible stage in the development process.

7.

Reduce the expense of remedial projects needed to address problems caused by
inadequate stormwater management.

8.

Maximize use of SCMs that serve multiple purposes including, but not limited to,
flood control, erosion control, fire protection, water quality protection, recreation,
and habitat preservation.

9.

Design sites to minimize the number of stream crossings and the width of
associated disturbance in order to minimize the City of North Olmsted’s future
expenses related to the maintenance and repair of stream crossings.

10.

Maintain, promote, and re-establish conditions necessary for naturally occurring
stream processes that assimilate pollutants, attenuate flood flows, and provide a
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healthy water resource.
C.

This regulation shall apply to all parcels used or being developed, either wholly or
partially, for new or relocated projects involving highways and roads; subdivisions or
larger common plans of development; industrial, commercial, institutional, or residential
projects; building activities on farms; redevelopment activities; grading; and all other
uses that are not specifically exempted in Section 928.01.

D.

Public entities, including the State of Ohio, Cuyahoga County, and the City of North
Olmsted shall comply with this regulation for roadway projects initiated after March 10,
2006 and, to the maximum extent practicable, for projects initiated before that time.

E.

This regulation does not apply to activities regulated by, and in compliance with, the
Ohio Agricultural Sediment Pollution Abatement Rules.

F.

This regulation does not require a Comprehensive Stormwater Management Plan for
linear construction projects, such as pipeline or utility line installation, that do not result
in the installation of impervious surface as determined by the City Engineer. Such
projects must be designed to minimize the number of stream crossings and the width of
disturbance. Linear construction projects must comply with the requirements of Chapter
927 Erosion and Sediment Control.

928.02 DEFINITIONS
For the purpose of this regulation, the following terms shall have the meaning herein indicated:
A.

ACRE: A measurement of area equaling 43,560 square feet.

B.

AS-BUILT SURVEY: A survey shown on a plan or drawing prepared by a registered
Professional Surveyor indicating the actual dimensions, elevations, and locations of any
structures, underground utilities, swales, detention facilities, and sewage treatment
facilities after construction has been completed.

C.

BEST MANAGEMENT PRACTICES (BMP): Also STORMWATER CONTROL
MEASURE (SCMs). Schedule of activities, prohibitions of practices, operation and
maintenance procedures, treatment requirements, and other management practices (both
structural and non-structural) to prevent or reduce the pollution of water resources and to
control stormwater volume and rate. This includes practices to control runoff, spillage or
leaks, sludge or waste disposal, or drainage from raw material storage. For guidance,
please see U.S. EPA’s National Menu of BMPs at
http://water.epa.gov/polwaste/npdes/swbmp/index.cfm.

D.

CLEAN WATER ACT: Pub. L. 92-500, as amended Pub. L. 95-217, Pub. L. 95-576,
Pub. L. 96-483, Pub. L. 97-117, and Pub. L. 100-4, 33 U.S.C. 1251 et. seq. referred to as
the Federal Water Pollution Control Act or the Federal Water Pollution Control Act
Amendments of 1972.
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E.

COMMUNITY: The City of North Olmsted, its designated representatives, boards, or
commissions.

F.

COMPREHENSIVE STORMWATER MANAGEMENT PLAN: The written document
and plans meeting the requirements of this regulation that sets forth the plans and
practices to minimize stormwater runoff from a development area, to safely convey or
temporarily store and release post-development runoff at an allowable rate to minimize
flooding and stream bank erosion, and to protect or improve stormwater quality and
stream channels.

G.

CRITICAL STORM: A storm that is determined by calculating the percentage increase in
volume of runoff by a proposed development area for the 1 year 24 hour event. The
critical storm is used to calculate the maximum allowable stormwater discharge rate from
a developed site.

H.

Not Used

I.

DEVELOPMENT AREA: A parcel or contiguous parcels owned by one person or
persons, or operated as one development unit, and used or being developed for
commercial, industrial, residential, institutional, or other construction or alteration that
changes runoff characteristics.

J.

DEVELOPMENT DRAINAGE AREA: A combination of each hydraulically unique
watershed with individual outlet points on the development area.

K.

DISTURBED AREA: An area of land subject to erosion due to the removal of vegetative
cover and/or soil disturbing activities.

L.

DRAINAGE: The removal of excess surface water or groundwater from land by surface
or subsurface drains.

M.

EROSION: The process by which the land surface is worn away by the action of wind,
water, ice, gravity, or any combination of those forces.

N.

Not Used

O.

EXTENDED DETENTION FACILITY: A stormwater control measure that replaces
and/or enhances traditional detention facilities by releasing the runoff collected during
the stormwater quality event over at least 24 to 48 hours, retarding flow and allowing
pollutants to settle within the facility.

P.

FINAL STABILIZATION: All soil disturbing activities at the site have been completed
and a uniform perennial vegetative cover with a density of at least 80% coverage for the
area has been established or equivalent stabilization practices, such as the use of mulches
or geotextiles, have been employed.
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Q.

GRADING: The process in which the topography of the land is altered to a new slope.

R.

GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE: Wet weather management approaches and technologies
that utilize, enhance or mimic the natural hydrologic cycle processes of infiltration,
evapotranspiration and reuse.

S.

HYDROLOGIC UNIT CODE: A cataloging system developed by the United States
Geological Survey and the Natural Resource Conservation Service to identify watersheds
in the United States.

T.

IMPERVIOUS COVER: Any surface that cannot effectively absorb or infiltrate water.
This may include roads, streets, parking lots, rooftops, sidewalks, and other areas not
covered by vegetation.

U.

INFILTRATION CONTROL MEASURE: A stormwater control measure that does not
discharge to a water resource during the stormwater quality event, requiring collected
runoff to either infiltrate into the groundwater and/or be consumed by evapotranspiration,
thereby retaining stormwater pollutants in the facility.

V.

LARGER COMMON PLAN OF DEVELOPMENT: A contiguous area where multiple
separate and distinct construction activities may be taking place at different times on
different schedules under one plan.

W.

LOW IMPACT DEVELOPMENT: Low-impact development (LID) is a site design
approach, which seeks to integrate hydrologically functional design with pollution
prevention measures to compensate for land development impacts on hydrology and
water quality. LID’s goal is to mimic natural hydrology and processes by using smallscale, decentralized practices that infiltrate, evaporate, detain, and transpire stormwater.
LID stormwater control measures (SCMs) are uniformly and strategically located
throughout the site.

X.

MAXIMUM EXTENT PRACTICABLE: The level of pollutant reduction that operators
of small municipal separate storm sewer systems regulated under 40 C.F.R. Parts 9, 122,
123, and 124, referred to as NPDES Stormwater Phase II, must meet.

Y.

MUNICIPAL SEPARATE STORM SEWER SYSTEM (MS4): A conveyance or system
of conveyances (including roads with drainage systems, municipal streets, catch basins,
curbs, gutters, ditches, man-made channels, or storm drains) that are:
1.
Owned or operated by the federal government, state, municipality, township,
county, district, or other public body (created by or pursuant to state or federal
law) including a special district under state law such as a sewer district, flood
control district or drainage districts, or similar entity, or a designated and
approved management agency under section 208 of the Clean Water Act that
discharges into water resources; and
2.
Designed or used for collecting or conveying solely stormwater,
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3.
4.

Which is not a combined sewer, and
Which is not a part of a publicly owned treatment works.

Z.

National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES): A regulatory program in the
Federal Clean Water Act that prohibits the discharge of pollutants into surface waters of
the United States without a permit.

AA.

NONSTRUCTURAL CONTROL MEASURE (SCM): Any technique that uses natural
processes and features to prevent or reduce the discharge of pollutants to water resources
and control stormwater volume and rate.

BB.

POST-DEVELOPMENT: The conditions that exist following the completion of soil
disturbing activity in terms of topography, vegetation, land use, and the rate, volume,
quality, or direction of stormwater runoff.

CC.

PRE-CONSTRUCTION MEETING: Meeting prior to construction between all parties
associated with the construction of the project including government agencies,
contractors and owners to review agency requirements and plans as submitted and
approved.

DD.

PRE-DEVELOPMENT: The conditions that exist prior to the initiation of soil disturbing
activity in terms of topography, vegetation, land use, and the rate, volume, quality, or
direction of stormwater runoff.

EE.

PROFESSIONAL ENGINEER: A Professional Engineer registered in the State of Ohio
with specific education and experience in water resources engineering, acting in
conformance with the Code of Ethics of the Ohio State Board of Registration for
Engineers and Surveyors.

FF.

REDEVELOPMENT: A construction project on land that has been previously developed
and where the new land use will not increase the runoff coefficient used to calculate the
water quality volume. If the new land use will increase the runoff coefficient, then the
project is considered to be a new development project rather than a redevelopment
project.

GG.

RIPARIAN AREA: Land adjacent to any brook, creek, river, or stream having a defined
bed and bank that, if appropriately sized, helps to stabilize streambanks, limit erosion,
reduce flood size flows, and/or filter and settle out runoff pollutants, or performs other
functions consistent with the purposes of this regulation.

HH.

RIPARIAN AND WETLAND SETBACK: The real property adjacent to a water
resource on which soil disturbing activities are limited, all as defined by the Chapter 926
Riparian Setbacks and Wetland Setbacks.

II.

RUNOFF: The portion of rainfall, melted snow, or irrigation water that flows across the
ground surface and is eventually returned to water resources.
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JJ.

SEDIMENT: The soils or other surface materials that can be transported or deposited by
the action of wind, water, ice, or gravity as a product of erosion.

KK.

SEDIMENTATION: The deposition of sediment in water resources.

LL.

SITE OWNER/OPERATOR: Any individual, corporation, firm, trust, commission,
board, public or private partnership, joint venture, agency, unincorporated association,
municipal corporation, county or state agency, the federal government, other legal entity,
or an agent thereof that is responsible for the overall construction site.

MM. SOIL DISTURBING ACTIVITY: Clearing, grading, excavating, filling, or other
alteration of the earth’s surface where natural or human made ground cover is destroyed
that may result in, or contribute to, increased stormwater quantity and/or decreased
stormwater quality.
NN.

STABILIZATION: The use of Best Management Practices or Stormwater Control
Measures that reduce or prevent soil erosion by stormwater runoff, trench dewatering,
wind, ice, gravity, or a combination thereof.

OO.

STORMWATER OR STORM WATER: Defined at 40 CFR 122.26(b)(13) and means
stormwater runoff, snow melt runoff and surface runoff and drainage.

PP.

STORMWATER CONTROL MEASURE (SCM): Also Best Management Practice
(BMP). Schedule of activities, prohibitions of practices, operation and maintenance
procedures, treatment requirements, and other management practices (both structural and
non-structural) to prevent or reduce the pollution of water resources and to control
stormwater volume and rate. This includes practices to control runoff, spillage or leaks,
sludge or waste disposal, or drainage from raw material storage. For guidance, see U.S.
EPA’s Menu of BMPs at http://water.epa.gov/polwaste/npdes/swbmp/index.cfm.

QQ.

STRUCTURAL STORM WATER MANAGEMENT PRACTICE OR STORMWATER
CONTROL MEASURE (SCM): Any constructed facility, structure, or device that
prevents or reduces the discharge of pollutants to water resources and controls
stormwater volume and rate.

RR.

SURFACE WATER OF THE STATE: Also Water Resource. Any stream, lake,
reservoir, pond, marsh, wetland, or other waterway situated wholly or partly within the
boundaries of the state, except those private waters which do not combine or affect a
junction with surface water. Waters defined as sewerage systems, treatment works or
disposal systems in Section 6111.01 of the Ohio Revised Code are not included.

SS.

TOTAL MAXIMUM DAILY LOAD: The sum of the existing and/or projected point
source, nonpoint source, and background loads for a pollutant to a specified watershed,
water body, or water body segment. A TMDL sets and allocates the maximum amount of
a pollutant that may be introduced into the water and still ensure attainment and
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maintenance of water quality standards.
TT.

WATER QUALITY VOLUME: Water Quality Volume (WQv) means the volume of
stormwater runoff which must be captured and treated prior to discharge from the
developed site after construction is complete. WQv is based on the expected runoff
generated by the mean storm precipitation volume from post-construction site conditions
at which rapidly diminishing returns in the number of runoff events captured begins to
occur.

UU.

WATER RESOURCE: Also SURFACE WATER, WATER OF THE STATE. Any
stream, lake, reservoir, pond, marsh, wetland, or waterway situated wholly or partly
within the boundaries of the state, except those private waters which do not combine or
affect a junction with surface water. Waters defined as sewerage systems, treatment
works or disposal systems in Section 6111.01 of the Ohio Revised Code are not included.

VV.

WATER RESOURCE CROSSING: Any bridge, box, arch, culvert, truss, or other type of
structure intended to convey people, animals, vehicles, or materials from one side of a
watercourse to another. This does not include private, non-commercial footbridges or
pole mounted aerial electric or telecommunication lines, nor does it include below grade
utility lines.

WW. WATERSHED: The total drainage area contributing stormwater runoff to a single point.
XX.

WETLAND: Those areas that are inundated or saturated by surface or ground water at a
frequency and duration sufficient to support, and that under normal circumstances do
support, a prevalence of vegetation typically adapted for life in saturated soil conditions,
including swamps, marshes, bogs, and similar areas (40 CFR 232, as amended).

928.03 DISCLAIMER OF LIABILITY
A.

Compliance with the provisions of this regulation shall not relieve any person from
responsibility for damage to any person otherwise imposed by law. The provisions of this
regulation are promulgated to promote the health, safety, and welfare of the public and
are not designed for the benefit of any individual or any particular parcel of property.

B.

By approving a Comprehensive Stormwater Management Plan under this regulation, the
City of North Olmsted does not accept responsibility for the design, installation, and
operation and maintenance of SCMs.

928.04 CONFLICTS, SEVERABILITY, NUISANCES & RESPONSIBILITY
A.

Where this regulation is in conflict with other provisions of law or ordinance, the most
restrictive provisions, as determined by the City of North Olmsted, shall prevail.

B.

If any clause, section, or provision of this regulation is declared invalid or
unconstitutional by a court of competent jurisdiction, the validity of the remainder shall
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not be affected thereby.
C.

This regulation shall not be construed as authorizing any person to maintain a nuisance
on their property, and compliance with the provisions of this regulation shall not be a
defense in any action to abate such a nuisance.

D.

Failure of the City of North Olmsted to observe or recognize hazardous or unsightly
conditions or to recommend corrective measures shall not relieve the site owner from the
responsibility for the condition or damage resulting therefrom, and shall not result in the
City of North Olmsted, its officers, employees, or agents being responsible for any
condition or damage resulting therefrom.

928.05 DEVELOPMENT OF COMPREHENSIVE STORMWATER MANAGEMENT
PLANS
A.

This regulation requires that a Comprehensive Stormwater Management Plan be
developed and implemented for all soil disturbing activities disturbing one (1) or more
acres of total land, or less than one (1) acre if part of a larger common plan of
development or sale disturbing one (1) or more acres of total land, and on which any
regulated activity of Section 928.01 (C) is proposed. A Comprehensive Stormwater
Management Plan must be developed and implemented for all commercial and industrial
site development. The City Engineer may require a comprehensive stormwater
management plan on sites disturbing less than 1 acre.

B.

The City of North Olmsted shall administer this regulation, shall be responsible for
determination of compliance with this regulation, and shall issue notices and orders as
may be necessary. The City of North Olmsted may consult with the Cuyahoga SWCD,
state agencies, private engineers, stormwater districts, or other technical experts in
reviewing the Comprehensive Stormwater Management Plan.

928.06 APPLICATION PROCEDURES
A.

Pre-Application Meeting: The applicant shall attend a Pre-Application Meeting with the
City Engineer to discuss the proposed project, review the requirements of this regulation,
identify unique aspects of the project that must be addressed during the review process,
and establish a preliminary review and approval schedule.

B.

Preliminary Comprehensive Stormwater Management Plan: The applicant shall submit
two (2) sets of a Preliminary Comprehensive Stormwater Management Plan (Preliminary
Plan) and the applicable fees to the City Engineer. The Preliminary Plan shall show the
proposed property boundaries, setbacks, dedicated open space, public roads, water
resources, stormwater control facilities, and easements in sufficient detail and
engineering analysis to allow the City Engineer to determine if the site is laid out in a
manner that meets the intent of this regulation and if the proposed SCMs are capable of
controlling runoff from the site in compliance with this regulation. The applicant shall
submit two (2) sets of the Preliminary Plan and applicable fees as follows:

EXHIBIT B: NEW CHAPTER 928

1.
2.
3.

For subdivisions: In conjunction with the submission of the preliminary
subdivision plan.
For other construction projects: In conjunction with the application for a zoning
permit.
For general clearing projects: In conjunction with the application for a zoning
permit.

C.

Final Comprehensive Stormwater Management Plan: The applicant shall submit two (2)
sets of a Final Comprehensive Stormwater Management Plan (Final Plan) and the
applicable fees to the City Engineer in conjunction with the submittal of the final plat,
improvement plans, or application for a building or zoning permit for the site. The Final
Plan shall meet the requirements of Section 928.08 and shall be approved by the City
Engineer prior to approval of the final plat and/or before issuance of a building permit by
the Building Official.

D.

Review and Comment: The City Engineer shall review the Preliminary and Final Plans
submitted, and shall approve or return for revisions with comments and recommendations
for revisions. A Preliminary or Final Plan rejected because of deficiencies shall receive a
narrative report stating specific problems and the procedures for filing a revised
Preliminary or Final Plan.

E.

Approval Necessary: Land clearing and soil-disturbing activities shall not begin and
zoning and/or building permits shall not be issued without an approved Comprehensive
Stormwater Management Plan.

F.

Valid for Two Years: Approvals issued in accordance with this regulation shall remain
valid for two (2) years from the date of approval.

928.07 COMPLIANCE WITH STATE AND FEDERAL REGULATIONS
Approvals issued in accordance with this regulation do not relieve the applicant of responsibility
for obtaining all other necessary permits and/or approvals from other federal, state, and/or county
agencies. If requirements vary, the most restrictive shall prevail. These permits may include, but
are not limited to, those listed below. Applicants are required to show proof of compliance with
these regulations before the City of North Olmsted will issue a building or zoning permit.
A.

Ohio Environmental Protection Agency (Ohio EPA) National Pollutant Discharge
Elimination System (NPDES) Permits authorizing stormwater discharges associated with
construction activity or the most current version thereof: Proof of compliance with these
requirements shall be the applicant’s Notice of Intent (NOI) number from Ohio EPA, a
copy of the Ohio EPA Director’s Authorization Letter for the NPDES Permit, or a letter
from the site owner certifying and explaining why the NPDES Permit is not applicable.

B.

Section 401 of the Clean Water Act: Proof of compliance shall be a copy of the Ohio
EPA Water Quality Certification application tracking number, public notice, project
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approval, or a letter from the site owner certifying that a qualified professional has
surveyed the site and determined that Section 401 of the Clean Water Act is not
applicable. Wetlands, and other waters of the United States, shall be delineated by
protocols accepted by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers at the time of application of this
regulation.
C.

Ohio EPA Isolated Wetland Permit: Proof of compliance shall be a copy of Ohio EPA’s
Isolated Wetland Permit application tracking number, public notice, project approval, or a
letter from the site owner certifying that a qualified professional has surveyed the site and
determined that Ohio EPA’s Isolated Wetlands Permit is not applicable. Isolated wetlands
shall be delineated by protocols accepted by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers at the
time of application of this regulation.

D.

Section 404 of the Clean Water Act: Proof of compliance shall be a copy of the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers Individual Permit application, public notice, or project
approval, if an Individual Permit is required for the development project. If an Individual
Permit is not required, the site owner shall submit proof of compliance with the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineer’s Nationwide Permit Program. This shall include one of the
following:
1.
2.

E.

A letter from the site owner certifying that a qualified professional has surveyed
the site and determined that Section 404 of the Clean Water Act is not applicable.
A site plan showing that any proposed fill of waters of the United States conforms
to the general and special conditions specified in the applicable Nationwide
Permit. Wetlands, and other waters of the United States, shall be delineated by
protocols accepted by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers at the time of
application of this regulation.

Ohio Dam Safety Law: Proof of compliance shall be a copy of the ODNR Division of
Soil and Water Resources permit application tracking number, a copy of the project
approval letter from the ODNR Division of Soil and Water Resources, or a letter from the
site owner certifying and explaining why the Ohio Dam Safety Law is not applicable.

928.08 COMPREHENSIVE STORMWATER MANAGEMENT PLAN
A.

Comprehensive Stormwater Management Plan Required: The applicant shall develop a
Comprehensive Stormwater Management Plan describing how the quantity and quality of
stormwater will be managed after construction is completed for every discharge from the
site and/or into a water resource or small municipal separate storm sewer system (MS4).
The Plan will illustrate the type, location, and dimensions of every structural and nonstructural SCM incorporated into the site design, and the rationale for their selection. The
rationale must address how these SCMs will address flooding within the site as well as
flooding that may be caused by the development upstream and downstream of the site.
The rationale will also describe how the SCMs minimize impacts to the physical,
chemical, and biological characteristics of on-site and downstream water resources and, if
necessary, correct current degradation of water resources that is occurring or take
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measures to prevent predictable degradation of water resources.
B.

Preparation by Professional Engineer: The Comprehensive Stormwater Management Plan
shall be prepared by a registered Professional Engineer and include supporting
calculations, plan sheets, and design details. To the extent necessary, as determined by
the City Engineer, a site survey shall be performed by a registered Professional Surveyor
to establish boundary lines, measurements, or land surfaces.

C.

Community Procedures: The City Engineer shall prepare and maintain procedures
providing specific criteria and guidance to be followed when designing the stormwater
management system for the site. These procedures may be updated from time to time, at
the discretion of the City Engineer based on improvements in engineering, science,
monitoring, and local maintenance experience. The City Engineer shall make the final
determination of whether the practices proposed in the Comprehensive Stormwater
Management Plan meet the requirements of this regulation. The City Engineer may also
maintain a list of acceptable SCMs that meet the criteria of this regulation to be used in
the City Engineer.

D.

Contents of Comprehensive Stormwater Management Plan: The Comprehensive
Stormwater Management Plan shall contain an application, narrative report, construction
site plan sheets, a long-term Inspection and Maintenance Plan and Inspection and
Maintenance Agreement, and a site description with the following information provided:
1.

Site description:
a.
b.
c.
d.
e.
f.

g.
h.

A description of the nature and type of the construction activity (e.g.
residential, shopping mall, highway, etc.).
Total area of the site and the area of the site that is expected to be
disturbed (i.e. grubbing, clearing, excavation, filling or grading, including
off-site borrow areas).
A description of prior land uses at the site.
An estimate of the impervious area and percent imperviousness created by
the soil-disturbing activity at the beginning and at the conclusion of the
project.
Selection (source and justification) and/or calculations of runoff
coefficients for water quality volume determination, peak discharge
control (curve number/critical storm method), and rational method.
Existing data describing the soils throughout the site, including soil map
units including series, complexes, and association, hydrologic soil group,
porosity, infiltration characteristics, depth to groundwater, depth to
bedrock, and any impermeable layers.
If available, the quality of any known pollutant discharge from the site
such as that which may result from previous contamination caused by
prior land uses.
The location and name of the immediate water resource(s) and the first
subsequent water resource(s).
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i.
j.

k.
l.

m.

2.

The aerial (plan view) extent and description of water resources at or near
the site that will be disturbed or will receive discharges from the project.
If applicable, identify the point of discharge to a municipal separate storm
sewer system and the location where that municipal separate storm sewer
system ultimately discharges to a stream, lake, or wetland. The location
and name of the immediate receiving stream or surface water(s) and the
first subsequent receiving water(s) and the aerial extent and description of
wetlands or other special aquatic sites at or near the site which will be
disturbed or which will receive discharges from undisturbed areas of the
project.
TMDLs applicable for the site [refer to TMDL community identifier table
at http://www.neohiostormwater.com/]; demonstrate that appropriate
(SCMs) have been selected to address these TMDLs.
For each SCM, identify the drainage area, percent impervious cover within
the drainage area, runoff coefficient for water quality volume, peak
discharge, and the time of concentration for each subwatershed per
Appendix 1 of Ohio’s stormwater manual, Rainwater and Land
Development. Pervious and impervious areas should be treated as separate
subwatersheds unless allowed at the discretion of the community engineer.
Identify the SCM surface area, discharge and dewatering time, outlet type
and dimensions. Each SCM shall be designated with an individual
identification number.
Describe the current condition of water resources including the vertical
stability of stream channels and indications of channel incision that may
be responsible for current or future sources of high sediment loading or
loss of channel stability.

Site map showing:
a.
b.
c.

d.

e.
f.

Limits of soil disturbing activity on the site.
Soils map units for the entire site, including locations of unstable or highly
erodible soils.
Existing and proposed one-foot (1') contours. This must include a
delineation of drainage watersheds expected before, during, and after
major grading activities as well as the size of each drainage watershed in
acres.
Water resource locations including springs, wetlands, streams, lakes, water
wells, and associated setbacks on or within 200 feet of the site, including
the boundaries of wetlands or streams and first subsequent named
receiving water(s) the applicant intends to fill or relocate for which the
applicant is seeking approval from the Army Corps of Engineers and/or
Ohio EPA.
Existing and planned locations of buildings, roads, parking facilities, and
utilities.
The location of any in-stream activities including stream crossings.
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3.

Contact information: Company name and contact information as well as contact
name, addresses, and phone numbers for the following:
a.
b.

The Professional Engineer who prepared the Comprehensive Stormwater
Management Plan.
The site owner.

4.

Phase, if applicable, of the overall development plan.

5.

List of sublot numbers if project is a subdivision.

6.

Ohio EPA NPDES Permit Number and other applicable state and federal permit
numbers, if available, or status of various permitting requirements if final
approvals have not been received.

7.

Location, including complete site address and sublot number if applicable.

8.

Location of any easements or other restrictions placed on the use of the property.

9.

A site plan sheet showing:
a.
b.

The location of each proposed post-construction SCMs.
The geographic coordinates of the site AND each proposed practice in
North American Datum Ohio State Plane North.

It is preferred that the entire site be shown on one plan sheet to allow a complete
view of the site during plan review. If a smaller scale is used to accomplish this,
separate sheets providing an enlarged view of areas on individual sheets should
also be provided.
10.

Inspection and Maintenance Agreement: The Inspection and Maintenance
Agreement required for SCMs under this regulation as a stand-alone document
between the City Engineer and the applicant. A copy of this agreement should be
attached to the property deed. The agreement shall contain the following
information and provisions:
a.
b.
c.

d.

Identification of the landowner(s), organization, or municipality
responsible for long- term inspection and maintenance, including repairs,
of the SCMs.
The landowner(s), organization, or municipality shall maintain SCMs in
accordance with this regulation.
The City of North Olmsted has the authority to enter upon the property to
conduct inspections as necessary, with prior notification of the property
owner, to verify that the SCMs are being maintained and operated in
accordance with this regulation.
The City of North Olmsted shall maintain public records of the results of
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e.

f.

g.
h.

11.

site inspections, shall inform the landowner(s), organization, or
municipality responsible for maintenance of the inspection results, and
shall specifically indicate in writing any corrective actions required to
bring the SCMs into proper working condition.
If the City of North Olmsted notifies the landowner(s), organization, or
municipality responsible for maintenance of the maintenance problems
that require correction, the specific corrective actions shall be taken within
a reasonable time as determined by the City of North Olmsted.
The City of North Olmsted is authorized to enter upon the property and
perform the corrective actions identified in the inspection report if the
landowner(s), organization, or municipality responsible for maintenance
does not make the required corrections in the specified time period. The
City of North Olmsted shall be reimbursed by the landowner(s),
organization, or municipality responsible for maintenance for all expenses
incurred within 10 days of receipt of invoice from the City of North
Olmsted, or more with written approval from the City of North Olmsted.
The method of funding long-term maintenance and inspections of all
SCMs.
A release of the City of North Olmsted from all damages, accidents,
casualties, occurrences, or claims that might arise or be asserted against
the City of North Olmsted from the construction, presence, existence, or
maintenance of the SCMs.

Inspection and Maintenance Plan: This plan will be developed by the applicant
and reviewed by the City of North Olmsted. Once the Inspection and Maintenance
Plan is approved, a recorded copy of the Plan must be submitted to the City of
North Olmsted as part of the final inspection approval as described in 928.12. The
plan will include at a minimum:
a.
b.
c.
d.

e.

The location of each SCM and identification of the drainage area served
by each SCM.
Photographs of each SCM, including all inlets and outlets upon
completion of construction.
Schedule of inspection.
A schedule for regular maintenance for each aspect of the stormwater
management system and description of routine and non-routine
maintenance tasks to ensure continued performance of the system as is
detailed in the approved Comprehensive Stormwater Management Plan. A
maintenance inspection checklist written so the average person can
understand it shall be incorporated. The maintenance plan will include a
detailed drawing of each SCM and outlet structures with the parts of the
outlet structure labeled. This schedule may include additional standards, as
required by the City Engineer, to ensure continued performance of SCMs
permitted to be located in, or within 50 feet of, water resources.
The location and documentation of all access and maintenance easements
on the property.
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Alteration or termination of these stipulations is prohibited.
12.

Required Calculations: The applicant shall submit calculations for projected
stormwater runoff flows, volumes, and timing into and through all SCMs for
flood control, channel protection, water quality, and the habitat, stability, and
incision of each water resource and its floodplain, as required in Section 928.09 of
this regulation. These submittals shall be completed for both pre- and postdevelopment land use conditions and shall include the underlying assumptions
and hydrologic and hydraulic methods and parameters used for these calculations.
The applicant shall also include critical storm determination and demonstrate that
the runoff from offsite areas have been considered in the calculations.

13.

List of all contractors and subcontractors before construction: Prior to
construction or before the pre-construction meeting, provide the list of all
contractors and subcontractors and their names, addresses, and phones involved
with the implementation of the Comprehensive Stormwater Management Plan
including a written document containing signatures of all parties as proof of
acknowledgment that they have reviewed and understand the requirements and
responsibilities of the Comprehensive Stormwater Management Plan.

14.

Existing and proposed drainage patterns: The location and description of existing
and proposed drainage patterns and SCMs, including any related SCMs beyond
the development area and the larger common development area.

15.

For each SCM to be employed on the development area, include the following:
a.
b.
c.
d.

Location and size, including detail drawings, maintenance requirements
during and after construction, and design calculations, all where
applicable.
Final site conditions including stormwater inlets and permanent
nonstructural and structural SCMs. Details of SCMs shall be drawn to
scale and shall show volumes and sizes of contributing drainage areas.
Any other structural and/or non-structural SCMs necessary to meet the
design criteria in this regulation and any supplemental information
requested by the City Engineer.
Each SCM shall be designated with an individual identification number.

928.09 PERFORMANCE STANDARDS
A.

General: The stormwater system, including SCMs for storage, treatment and control, and
conveyance facilities, shall be designed to prevent structure flooding during the 100-year,
24-hour storm event; to maintain predevelopment runoff patterns, flows, and volumes;
and to meet the following criteria:
1.

Integrated practices that address degradation of water resources: The SCMs shall
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function as an integrated system that controls flooding and minimizes the
degradation of the physical, biological, and chemical integrity of the water
resources receiving stormwater discharges from the site. Acceptable practices
shall:
a.
b.
c.
d.
e.

Not disturb riparian areas, unless the disturbance is intended to support a
watercourse restoration project and complies with Chapter 926 Riparian
Setbacks and Wetland Setbacks.
Maintain predevelopment hydrology and groundwater recharge on as
much of the site as practicable.
Only install new impervious surfaces and compact soils where necessary
to support the future land use.
Compensate for increased runoff volumes caused by new impervious
surfaces and soil compaction by reducing stormwater peak flows to less
than predevelopment levels.
Be designed according to the methodology included in the most current
edition of Rainwater and Land Development or another design manual
acceptable for use by the City of North Olmsted and Ohio EPA.

SCMs that meet the criteria in this regulation, and additional criteria required by
the City Engineer, shall comply with this regulation.
2.

Practices designed for final use: SCMs shall be designed to achieve the
stormwater management objectives of this regulation, to be compatible with the
proposed post-construction use of the site, to protect the public health, safety, and
welfare, and to function safely with routine maintenance.

3.

Stormwater management for all lots: Areas developed for a subdivision, as
defined in Chapter 1101 Subdivision Regulations, shall provide stormwater
management and water quality controls for the development of all subdivided lots.
This shall include provisions for lot grading and drainage that prevent structure
flooding during the 100- year, 24-hour storm; and maintain, to the extent
practicable, the pre-development runoff patterns, volumes, and peaks from each
lot.

4.

Stormwater facilities in water resources: SCMs and related activities shall not be
constructed in water resources unless the applicant shows proof of compliance
with all appropriate permits from the Ohio EPA, the U.S. Army Corps, and other
applicable federal, state, and local agencies as required in Section 928.07 of this
regulation, and the activity is in compliance with Chapter 927 Erosion and
Sediment Control and Chapter 926 Riparian Setbacks and Wetland Setbacks, all
as determined by the City Engineer.

5.

Stormwater ponds and surface conveyance channels: All stormwater pond and
surface conveyance designs must provide a minimum of one (1) foot freeboard
above the projected peak stage within the facility during the 100-year, 24-hour
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storm. When designing stormwater ponds and conveyance channels, the applicant
shall consider public safety as a design factor and alternative designs must be
implemented where site limitations would preclude a safe design.
6.

Exemption: The site where soil-disturbing activities are conducted shall be
exempt from the requirements of Section 928.09 if it can be shown to the
satisfaction of the City Engineer that the site is part of a larger common plan of
development where the stormwater management requirements for the site are
provided by an existing SCMs, or if the stormwater management requirements for
the site are provided by practices defined in a regional or local stormwater
management plan approved by the City Engineer.

7.

Maintenance: All SCMs shall be maintained in accordance with the Inspection
and Maintenance Plan and Agreements approved by the City Engineer as detailed
in Section 928.08.

8.

Ownership: Unless otherwise required by the City of North Olmsted, SCMs
serving multiple lots in subdivisions shall be on a separate lot held and maintained
by an entity of common ownership or, if compensated by the property owners, by
the City of North Olmsted. SCMs serving single lots shall be placed on these lots,
protected within an easement, and maintained by the property owner.

9.

Preservation of Existing Natural Drainage: Practices that preserve and/or improve
the existing natural drainage shall be used to the maximum extent practicable.
Such practices may include minimizing site grading and compaction; protecting
and/or restoring water resources, riparian areas, and existing vegetation and
vegetative buffer strips; phasing of construction operations in order to minimize
the amount of disturbed land at any one time, and designation of tree preservation
areas or other protective clearing and grubbing practices; and maintaining
unconcentrated stormwater runoff to and through these areas. Post-construction
stormwater practices shall provide perpetual management of runoff quality and
quantity so that a receiving stream’s physical, chemical and biological
characteristics are protected and ecological functions are maintained.

10.

Preservation of Wetland Hydrology: Concentrated stormwater runoff from SCMs
to wetlands shall be converted to diffuse flow before the runoff enters the
wetlands in order to protect the natural hydrology, hydroperiod, and wetland flora.
The flow shall be released such that no erosion occurs down slope. Practices such
as level spreaders, vegetative buffers, infiltration basins, conservation of forest
covers, and the preservation of intermittent streams, depressions, and drainage
corridors may be used to maintain the wetland hydrology. If the applicant
proposes to discharge to natural wetlands, a hydrological analysis shall be
performed to demonstrate that the proposed discharge matches the predevelopment hydroperiods and hydrodynamics that support the wetland.

11.

Soil Preservation and Post-Construction Soil Restoration: To the maximum extent
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practicable leave native soil undisturbed and protect from compaction during
construction. Except for areas that will be covered by impervious surface or have
been incorporated into an SCM, the soil moisture-holding capacity of areas that
have been cleared and graded must be restored to that of the original, undisturbed
soil to the maximum extent practicable. Areas that have been compacted or had
the topsoil or duff layer removed should be amended using the following steps: 1.
Till subsoil to a depth of 15-18 inches, 2. Incorporate compost through top 12
inches, 3. Replace with stockpiled site or imported suitable topsoil to a minimum
depth of 4 inches.
B.

Stormwater Conveyance Design Criteria: All SCMs shall be designed to convey
stormwater to allow for the maximum removal of pollutants and reduction in flow
velocities. This shall include but not be limited to:
1.

Surface water protection: The City Engineer may allow modification to streams,
rivers, lakes, wetlands or other surface waters only if the applicant shows proof of
compliance with all appropriate permits from the Ohio EPA, the U.S. Army
Corps, and other applicable federal, state, and local agencies as required in
Section 928.07 of this regulation, and the activity is in compliance with Section
927 Erosion and Sediment Control and Section 926 Riparian Setbacks and
Wetland Setbacks, all as determined by the City Engineer. At a minimum, stream
relocation designs must show how the project will minimize changes to the
vertical stability, floodplain form, channel form, and habitat of upstream and
downstream channels on and off the property.

2.

Off-site stormwater discharges: Off-site stormwater runoff that discharges to or
across the applicant’s development site shall be conveyed through the stormwater
conveyance system planned for the development site at its existing peak flow
rates during each design storm. Off-site flows shall be diverted around
stormwater quality control facilities or, if this is not possible, the stormwater
quality control facility shall be sized to treat the off- site flow. Comprehensive
Stormwater Management Plans will not be approved until it is demonstrated to the
satisfaction of the City Engineer that off-site runoff will be adequately conveyed
through the development site in a manner that does not exacerbate upstream or
downstream flooding and erosion.

3.

Sheet flow: The site shall be graded in a manner that maintains sheet flow over as
large an area as possible. The maximum area of sheet flow shall be determined
based on the slope, the uniformity of site grading, and the use of easements or
other legally-binding mechanisms that prohibit re-grading and/or the placement of
structures within sheet flow areas. In no case shall the sheet flow length be longer
than 300 feet, nor shall a sheet flow area exceed 1.5 acres. Flow shall be directed
into an open channel, storm sewer, or other SCMs from areas too long and/or too
large to maintain sheet flow, all as determined by the City Engineer.

4.

Open channels: Unless otherwise allowed by the City Engineer, drainage tributary
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to SCMs shall be provided by an open channel with vegetated banks and designed
to carry the 10-year, 24-hour stormwater runoff from upstream contributory areas.
5.

Open drainage systems: Open drainage systems shall be preferred on all new
development sites to convey stormwater where feasible. Storm sewer systems
shall be allowed only when the site cannot be developed at densities allowed
under City of North Olmsted zoning or where the use of an open drainage system
affects public health or safety, all as determined by the City Engineer. The
following criteria shall be used to design storm sewer systems when necessary:
a.

b.
c.

d.
e.
6.

Storm sewers capacity and hydraulic grade line shall be designed in
accordance with the current version of UNIFORM STANDARDS FOR
SEWARGE IMPROVEMENTS unless otherwise approved by the City
Engineer.
The minimum inside diameter of pipe to be used in public storm sewer
systems is 12 inches. Smaller pipe sizes may be used in private systems,
subject to the approval of the City Engineer.
All storm sewer systems shall be designed taking into consideration the
tailwater of the receiving facility or water resource. The tailwater
elevation used shall be based on the design storm frequency. The
hydraulic grade line for the storm sewer system shall be computed with
consideration for the energy losses associated with entrance into and exit
from the system, friction through the system, and turbulence in the
individual manholes, catch basins, and junctions within the system.
The inverts of all curb inlets, manholes, yard inlets, and other structures
shall be formed and channelized to minimize the incidence of quiescent
standing water where mosquitoes may breed.
Headwalls shall be required at all storm sewer inlets or outlets to and from
open channels or lakes.

Water Resource Crossings: The following criteria shall be used to design
structures that cross a water resource in the City of North Olmsted:
a.
b.

c.

Water resource crossings other than bridges shall be designed to convey
the stream's flow for the minimum 25-year, 24-hour storm.
Bridges, open bottom arch or spans are the preferred crossing technique
and shall be considered in the planning phase of the development. Bridges
and open spans should be considered for all State Scenic Rivers, coldwater
habitat, exceptional warmwater habitat, seasonal salmonid habitat streams,
and Class III headwater streams. The footers or piers for these bridges and
open spans shall not be constructed below the ordinary high water mark.
If a culvert or other closed bottom crossing is used, twenty-five (25)
percent of the cross-sectional area or a minimum of 1 foot of box culverts
and pipe arches must be embedded below the channel bed. The conduit or
conveyance must to be sized to carry the 25-year storm under these
conditions.
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d.
e.

f.
g.
h.

i.

The minimum inside diameter of pipes to be used for crossings shall be 12
inches.
The maximum slope allowable shall be a slope that produces a 10-fps
velocity within the culvert barrel under design flow conditions. Erosion
protection and/or energy dissipaters shall be required to properly control
entrance and outlet velocities.
All culvert installations shall be designed with consideration for the
tailwater of the receiving facility or water resource. The tailwater
elevation used shall be based on the design storm frequency.
Headwalls shall be required at all culvert inlets or outlets to and from open
channels or lakes.
Streams with a drainage area of 5 square miles or larger shall incorporate
floodplain culverts at the bankfull elevation to restrict head loss
differences across the crossing so as to cause no rise in the 100-year storm
event.
Bridges shall be designed such that the hydraulic profile through a bridge
shall be below the bottom chord of the bridge for either the 100-year, 24hour storm, or the 100-year flood elevation as determined by FEMA,
whichever is more restrictive.

7.

Overland flooding: Overland flood routing paths shall be used to convey
stormwater runoff from the 100-year, 24-hour storm event to an adequate
receiving water resource or SCM such that the runoff is contained within the
drainage easement for the flood routing path and does not cause flooding of
buildings or related structures. The peak 100-year water surface elevation along
flood routing paths shall be at least one foot below the finished grade elevation of
all structures. When designing the flood routing paths, the conveyance capacity of
the site's storm sewers shall be taken into consideration.

8.

Compensatory flood storage mitigation: In order to preserve floodplain storage
volumes and thereby avoid increases in water surface elevations, any filling
within floodplains approved by the City of North Olmsted must be compensated
by providing an equivalent storage volume. First consideration for the location(s)
of compensatory floodplain volumes should be given to areas where the stream
channel will have immediate access to the new floodplain within the limits of the
development site. Consideration will also be given to enlarging existing or
proposed retention basins to compensate for floodplain fill if justified by a
hydraulic analysis of the contributing watershed. Unless otherwise permitted by
the City of North Olmsted, reductions in volume due to floodplain fills must be
mitigated within the legal boundaries of the development. Embankment slopes
used in compensatory storage areas must reasonably conform to the natural slopes
adjacent to the disturbed area. The use of vertical retaining structures is
specifically prohibited.

9.

Velocity dissipation: Velocity dissipation devices shall be placed at discharge
locations and along the length of any outfall to provide non-erosive flow velocity
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from the structure to a water resource so that the natural physical and biological
characteristics and functions of the water resource are maintained and protected.
C.

Stormwater Quality Control:
1.

Direct runoff to an SCM: The site shall be designed to direct runoff to one or
more of the following SCMs. These practices are listed in Table 2 of this
regulation and shall be designed to meet the following general performance
standards:
a.

Extended detention facilities that detain stormwater; settle or filter
particulate pollutants; and release the controlled stormwater to a water
resource.

b.

Infiltration facilities that retain stormwater; promote settling, filtering, and
biodegradation of pollutants; and infiltrate captured stormwater into the
ground. The City Engineer may require a soil engineering report to be
prepared for the site to demonstrate that any proposed infiltration facilities
meet these performance standards.
For sites less than five (5) acres, but required to create a comprehensive
stormwater management plan, the City Engineer may approve other SCMs
if the applicant demonstrates to the City Engineer’s satisfaction that these
SCMs meet the objectives of this regulation as stated in Section
928.09.C.5.

2.

c.

For sites greater than five (5) acres, or less than five (5) acres but part of a
larger common plan of development or sale which will disturb five (5) or
more acres, the City Engineer may approve other SCMs if the applicant
demonstrates to the City Engineer’s satisfaction that these SCMs meet the
objectives of this regulation as stated in Section 928.09.C.5, and has prior
written approval from the Ohio EPA.

d.

For the construction of new roads and roadway improvement projects by
public entities (i.e. the state, counties, townships, cities, or villages), the
City Engineer may approve SCMs not included in Table 2 of this
regulation, but must show compliance with the current version of the Ohio
Department of Transportation “Location and Design Manual, Volume
Two Drainage Design”.

Criteria applying to all SCMs: SCMs chosen must be sized to treat the water
quality volume (WQv) and to ensure compliance with Ohio Water Quality
Standards (OAC Chapter 3745-1).
a.

The WQv shall be equal to the volume of runoff from a 0.75 inch rainfall
event and shall be determined according to one of the following methods:
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(1)

Through a site hydrologic study approved by the City Engineer
that uses continuous hydrologic simulation; site-specific
hydrologic parameters, including impervious area, soil infiltration
characteristics, slope, and surface routing characteristics; proposed
SCMs controlling the amount and/or timing of runoff from the site;
and local long-term hourly records, or

(2)

Using the following equation: WQv = C*P*A/12 where terms have
the following meanings:
WQv = water quality volume in acre-feet
C
= runoff coefficient appropriate for storms less than 1 in.
P
= 0.75 inch precipitation depth
A
= area draining into the stormwater practice, in acres.
Runoff coefficients required by the Ohio Environmental Protection
Agency (Ohio EPA) for use in determining the WQv can be
determined using the list in Table 1 or using the following equation
to calculate the runoff coefficient:
C=0.858i3 – 0.78i2 + 0.774i+0.04, where:
i = fraction of the drainage area that is impervious
Table 1: Runoff Coefficients Based on the Type of Land Use
Land Use

Runoff Coefficient

Industrial & Commercial
High Density Residential (>8 dwellings/acre)
Medium Density Residential (4 to 8 dwellings/acre)
Low Density Residential (<4 dwellings/acre)
Open Space and Recreational Areas

0.8
0.5
0.4
0.3
0.2

Where land use will be mixed, the runoff coefficient should be calculated using a weighted
average. For example, if 60% of the contributing drainage area to the stormwater treatment
structure is Low Density Residential, 30% is High Density Residential, and 10% is Open
Space, the runoff coefficient is calculated as follows (0.6)(0.3)+(0.3)(0.5)+(0.1)(0.2) = (0.35)

b.

c.
d.

e.

An additional volume equal to 20% of the WQv shall be incorporated into
the stormwater practice for sediment storage. This volume shall be
incorporated into the sections of stormwater practices where pollutants
will accumulate.
Each individual SCM must be sized to treat the WQv associated with its
entire contributing drainage area. Exceptions to this may be granted by
the City Engineer and/or the OEPA on a case-by-case basis.
Stormwater quality management practices shall be designed such that the
drain time is long enough to provide treatment and protect against
downstream bank erosion, but short enough to provide storage available
for successive rainfall events as defined in Table 2.
Sites within watersheds of coldwater habitat streams shall include SCMs
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f.

to infiltrate the water quality volume or reduce the temperature of
discharged runoff. SCMs that reduce the temperature of discharged runoff
include bioretention, permeable pavement, underground detention, and
incorporation of shading and infiltration in parking lot design.
Each practice shall be designed to facilitate sediment removal, vegetation
management, debris control, and other maintenance activities defined in
the Inspection Plan and Maintenance Agreement for the site.

Table 2: Draw Down Times for Stormwater Control Measures
Stormwater Control Measure
Infiltration Basin or Trench1
Permeable Pavement – Infiltration1
Permeable Pavement – Extended Detention
Extended Detention Facilities
 Dry Extended Detention Basin2
 Wet Extended Detention Basin 3
 Constructed Wetlands (above permanent pool) 4
 Bioretention Area/Cell5,6
 Sand and other Media Filtration5
 Pocket Wetland7
1

Drain Time of WQv
48 hours
48 hours
24 hours
48 hours
24 hours
24 hours
24 hours
24 hours
24 hours

Practices designed to fully infiltrate the WQv shall empty within 48 hours to provide storage for subsequent
storm events.
2
The use of a forebay and micropool is required on all dry extended detention basins. Each is to be sized at a
minimum 10% of the WQv.
3
Provide both a permanent pool and an extended detention volume above the permanent pool, each sized with
at least 0.75*WQV .
4
Extended detention shall be provided for the WQv above the permanent water pool.
5
The surface ponding area shall completely empty within 24 hours so that there is no standing water. Shorter
drawdown times are acceptable as long as design criteria in Rainwater and Land Development have been met.
6
This includes grassed linear bioretention, which was previously titled enhanced water quality swale.
7
Pocket wetlands must have a wet pool equal to the WQv, with 25% of the WQv in a pool and 75% in marshes.
The EDv above the permanent pool must be equal to the WQv.

3.

Additional criteria applying to infiltration facilities:
a.
b.
c.

4.

Infiltration facilities should be designed to meet all criteria in Rainwater
and Land Development.
All runoff directed into an infiltration basin must first flow through a
pretreatment practice such as a grass channel or filter strip to remove
coarser sediments that could cause a loss of infiltration capacity.
During construction, all runoff from disturbed areas of the site shall be
diverted away from the proposed infiltration basin site. No construction
equipment shall be allowed within the infiltration basin site to avoid soil
compaction.

Additional criteria for extended detention facilities:
a.

The outlet shall be designed to not release more than the first half of the
water quality volume in less than 1/3rd of the drain time. The outlet shall
be designed to minimize clogging, vandalism, maintenance, and promote
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b.

the capture of floatable pollutants.
The basin design shall incorporate the following features to maximize
multiple uses, aesthetics, safety, and maintainability:
(1)
(2)

(3)
(4)

5.

Basin side slopes above the permanent pool shall have a run to rise
ratio of 4:1 or flatter.
The perimeter of all permanent pool areas deeper than 4 feet shall
be surrounded by an aquatic bench that extends at least 8 feet and
no more than 15 feet outward from the normal water edge. The 8
feet wide portion of the aquatic bench closest to the shoreline shall
have an average depth of 6 inches below the permanent pool to
promote the growth of aquatic vegetation. The remainder of the
aquatic bench shall be no more than 15 inches below the
permanent pool to minimize drowning risk to individuals who
accidentally or intentionally enter the basin, and to limit growth of
dense vegetation in a manner that allows waves and mosquito
predators to pass through the vegetation. The maximum slope of
the aquatic bench shall be 10 (H) to 1 (V). The aquatic bench shall
be planted with native plant species comparable to wetland
vegetation that are able to withstand prolonged inundation. The use
of invasive plant species is prohibited.
A forebay designed to allow larger sediment particles to settle shall
be placed at basin inlets. The forebay and micropool volume shall
be equal to at least 10% of the water quality volume (WQv).
Detention basins shall be provided with an emergency drain, where
practicable, so that the basin may be emptied if the primary outlet
becomes clogged and/or to drain the permanent pool to facilitate
maintenance. The emergency drain should be designed to drain by
gravity where possible.

Criteria for the Acceptance of Alternative post-construction SCMs: The applicant
may request approval from the City Engineer for the use of alternative structural
post-construction SCMs if the applicant shows to the satisfaction of the City
Engineer that these SCMs are equivalent in pollutant removal and runoff
flow/volume reduction effectiveness to those listed in Table 2. If the site is greater
than five (5) acres, or less than five (5) acres but part of a larger common plan of
development or sale which will disturb five (5) or more acres, prior approval from
the Ohio EPA is necessary. To demonstrate the equivalency, the applicant must
show:
a.
b.

The alternative SCM has a minimum total suspended solid (TSS) removal
efficiency of 80 percent, using the Level II Technology Acceptance
Reciprocity Partnership (TARP) testing protocol.
The water quality volume discharge rate from the selected SCM is reduced
to prevent stream bed erosion, unless there will be negligible hydrologic
impact to the receiving surface water of the State. The discharge rate from
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the SCM will have negligible impacts if the applicant can demonstrate one
of the following conditions:
(1)
(2)
(3)

(4)

D.

The entire water quality volume is recharged to groundwater.
The development will create less than one acre of impervious
surface.
The development project is a redevelopment project with an ultraurban setting, such as a downtown area, or on a site where 100
percent of the project area is already impervious surface and the
stormwater discharge is directed into an existing storm sewer
system.
The stormwater drainage system of the development discharges
directly into a large river of fourth order or greater or to a lake, and
where the development area is less than 5 percent of the water area
upstream of the development site, unless a (TMDL) has identified
water quality problems in the receiving surface water of the State.

Stormwater Quantity Control: The Comprehensive Stormwater Management Plan shall
describe how the proposed SCMs are designed to meet the following requirements for
stormwater quantity control for each watershed in the development:
1.

The peak discharge rate of runoff from the Critical Storm and all more frequent
storms occurring under post-development conditions shall not exceed the peak
discharge rate of runoff from a 1-year, 24-hour storm occurring on the same
development drainage area under pre-development conditions.

2.

Storms of less frequent occurrence (longer return periods) than the Critical Storm,
up to the 100-year, 24-hour storm shall have peak runoff discharge rates no
greater than the peak runoff rates from equivalent size storms under predevelopment conditions. The 1, 2, 5, 10, 25, 50, and 100-year storms shall be
considered in designing a facility to meet this requirement.

3.

The Critical Storm for each specific development drainage area shall be
determined as follows:
a.

Determine, using a curve number-based hydrologic method or other
hydrologic method approved by the City Engineer, the total volume (acrefeet) of runoff from a 1-year, 24-hour storm occurring on the development
drainage area before and after development. These calculations shall meet
the following standards:
(1)
(2)

Calculations shall include the lot coverage assumptions used for
full build out as proposed.
Calculations shall be based on the entire contributing watershed to
the development area.
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(3)
(4)
(5)

(6)

(7)

Model pervious, directly connected impervious and disconnected
impervious areas as separate subwatersheds.
Drainage area maps shall include area, curve number, time of
concentrations. Time of concentration shall also show the flow
path and the separation in flow type.
Rainfall Depth - For the most accurate, up-to-date, locationspecific rainfall data for stormwater design, use the PrecipitationFrequency Atlas of the United States, NOAA Atlas 14, Vol 2(3).
[available online: http://hdsc.nws.noaa.gov/hdsc/pfds/.]
Temporal Distribution – Use the SCS Type II rainfall distribution
for all design events with a recurrence interval greater than 1 year.
Include lot coverage assumptions used for full build out of the
proposed condition.
Curve numbers for the pre-development condition shall reflect the
average type of land use prior to any development and not only the
current land use.
i.
Pre-development Curve Numbers – For wooded or brushy
areas, use listed values from TR-55 NRCS USDA Urban
Hydrology for Small Watersheds, 1986 in good hydrologic
condition. For meadows, use listed values. For all other
areas (including all types of agriculture), use pasture,
grassland, or range in good hydrologic condition.
ii.
Post-development Curve Numbers - Open space areas shall
use post-construction HSGs from Rainwater and Land
Development unless the soil is amended after development
according to the following protocol: till the subsoil to 15-18
inches, then till using a chisel, spader, or rotary tillage and
incorporate compost through top 12 inches, replace topsoil
to a minimum depth of 4 inches. All undisturbed areas or
open space with amended soils shall be treated as “open
space in good condition.”

(8)

Time of Concentration - Use velocity based methods from (TR-55
NRCS USDA Urban Hydrology in Small Watersheds, 1986) to
estimate travel time (Tt) for overland (sheet) flow, shallow
concentrated flow and channel flow.
i.
Maximum sheet flow length is 100 ft.
ii.
Use the appropriate “unpaved” velocity equation for
shallow concentrated flow from Soil Conservation Service
National Engineer Handbook Section 4 – Hydrology
(NEH-4).

(9)

The volume reduction provided by permeable pavement,
bioretention, or other LID SCMs may be subtracted from the post
development stormwater volume. Volume reductions for these
practices may be demonstrated using methods outlined in
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Rainwater and Land Development or a hydrologic model
acceptable to the City Engineer.
b.

To account for future post-construction improvements to the site,
calculations shall assume an impervious surface such as asphalt or
concrete for all parking areas and driveways, regardless of the surface
proposed in the site description except in instances of engineered
permeable pavement systems. From the volume determined in Section
928.09.D.3.a, determine the percent increase in volume of runoff due to
development. Using the percentage, select the 24-hour Critical Storm from
Table 3.

Table 3: 24-Hour Critical Storm
If the Percentage of Increase in Volume of Runoff is:
Equal to or Greater Than:
and Less Than:
---10
10
20
20
50
50
100
100
250
250
500
500
---

The Critical Storm will be:
1 year
2 year
5 year
10 year
25 year
50 year
100 year

For example, if the percent increase between the pre- and post-development runoff volume for a 1-year
storm is 35%, the Critical Storm is a 5-year storm. The peak discharge rate of runoff for all storms up to
this frequency shall be controlled so as not to exceed the peak discharge rate from the 1-year frequency
storm under pre-development conditions in the development drainage area. The post-development
runoff from all less frequent storms need only be controlled to meet pre-development peak discharge
rates for each of those same storms.

4.

E.

The minimum storage volume for the stormwater retention system shall be
calculated following the requirements of subsections 1 through 3 above.
However, in no case shall the required storage volume be less than the total
proposed hardsurface area times two inches unless approved by the City Engineer.
Hard surface areas shall include roof areas, concrete areas, asphalt areas, brick
areas, stone paver areas, and other similar areas as determined by the City
Engineer.

Stormwater Management on Redevelopment Projects:
1.

Comprehensive Stormwater Management Plans for redevelopment projects must
accomplish one of the following options:
a.

Reduce existing site impervious areas by at least 25 percent, a one-for-one
credit towards the 25 percent net reduction of impervious area can be
obtained through the use green roofs.
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b.
c.

Infiltrate at least 25 percent of the WQv.
Capture, treat and release 50 percent of the WQv.

2.

When a combination of impervious area reduction and stormwater quality control
facilities are used, ensure a 25 percent net reduction of the site impervious area,
provide for treatment of at least 50 percent of the WQv, or a combination of the
two.

3.

Where projects are a combination of new development and redevelopment, the
total water quality volume required to be treated shall be calculated by a weighted
average based on acreage, with the new development at 100 percent water quality
volume and redevelopment at 25% infiltration of the WQv or 50% treatment of
the WQv.

4.

Where conditions prevent impervious area reduction or on-site stormwater
management for redevelopment projects, practical alternatives as detailed in
Section 928.10 may be approved by the City Engineer.

928.10 ALTERNATIVE ACTIONS
A.

B.

When the City of North Olmsted determines that site constraints compromise the intent
of this regulation, off-site alternatives may be used that result in an improvement of water
quality and a reduction of stormwater quantity. Such alternatives shall meet the following
standards:
1.

Shall achieve the same level of stormwater quantity and quality control that would
be achieved by the on-site controls required under this regulation.

2.

Implemented in the same Hydrologic Unit Code (HUC) 12 watershed unit as the
proposed development project.

3.

The mitigation ratio of the water quality volume is 1.5 to 1 or the water quality
volume at the point of retrofit, whichever is greater.

4.

An inspection and maintenance agreement as described in Chapter 928.08.D.10 is
established to ensure operations and treatment in perpetuity.

5.

Obtain prior written approval from Ohio EPA.

Alternative actions may include, but are not limited to the following. All alternative
actions shall be approved by the City Engineer:
1.

Fees, in an amount specified by the City of North Olmsted to be applied to
community-wide SCMs.

2.

Implementation of off-site SCMs and/or the retrofit of an existing practice to
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increase quality and quantity control.
3.

Stream, floodplain, or wetland restoration.

4.

Acquisition or conservation easements on protected open space significantly
contributing to stormwater control such as wetland complexes.

928.11 EASEMENTS
Access to SCMs as required by the City Engineer for inspections and maintenance shall be
secured by easements. The following conditions shall apply to all easements:
A.

Easements shall be included in the Inspection and Maintenance Agreement submitted
with the Comprehensive Stormwater Management Plan.

B.

Easements shall be approved by the City of North Olmsted prior to approval of a final
plat and shall be recorded with the Cuyahoga County Auditor and on all property deeds.

C.

Unless otherwise required by the City Engineer, access easements between a public rightof-way and all SCMs shall be no less than 25-feet wide. The easement shall also
incorporate the entire practice plus an additional 25-foot wide band around the perimeter
of the SCM.

D.

The easement shall be graded and/or stabilized as necessary to allow maintenance
equipment to access and manipulate around and within each facility, as defined in the
Inspection and Maintenance Agreement for the site.

E.

Easements to structural SCMs shall be restricted against the construction therein of
buildings, fences, walls, and other structures that may obstruct the free flow of
stormwater and the passage of inspectors and maintenance equipment; and against the
changing of final grade from that described by the final grading plan approved by the
City of North Olmsted. Any re-grading and/or obstruction placed within a maintenance
easement may be removed by the City of North Olmsted at the property owners’ expense.

928.12 MAINTENANCE AND FINAL INSPECTION APPROVAL
To receive final inspection and acceptance of any project, or portion thereof, the following must
be completed by the applicant and provided to the City Engineer:
A.

Final stabilization must be achieved and all permanent SCMs must be installed and made
functional, as determined by the City Engineer and per the approved Comprehensive
Stormwater Management Plan.

B.

An As-Built Certification, including As-Built Survey and Inspection, must be sealed,
signed and dated by a Professional Engineer and a Professional Surveyor with a
statement certifying that the stormwater control measures, as designed and installed, meet
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the requirements of the Comprehensive Stormwater Management Plan approved by the
City Engineer. In evaluating this certification, the City Engineer may require the
submission of a new set of stormwater practice calculations if he/she determines that the
design was altered significantly from the approved Comprehensive Stormwater
Management Plan. The As-Built Survey must provide the location, dimensions, and
bearing of such practices and include the entity responsible for long-term maintenance as
detailed in the Inspection and Maintenance Agreement.
C.

A copy of the complete and recorded Inspection and Maintenance Plan and Inspection
and Maintenance Agreement as specified in Section 928.08 must be provided to the City
Engineer.

928.13 ON-GOING INSPECTIONS
The owner shall inspect SCMs regularly as described in the Inspection and Maintenance Plan
and Inspection and Maintenance Agreement. The City of North Olmsted has the authority to
enter upon the property to conduct inspections as necessary, with prior notification of the
property owner, to verify that the SCMs are being maintained and operated in accordance with
this regulation. Upon finding a malfunction or other need for maintenance or repair, the City of
North Olmsted shall provide written notification to the responsible party, as detailed in the
Inspection and Maintenance Agreement, of the need for maintenance. Upon notification, the
responsible party shall have five (5) working days, or other mutually agreed upon time, to makes
repairs or submit a plan with detailed action items and established timelines. Should repairs not
be made within this time, or a plan approved by the City Engineer for these repairs not in place,
the City of North Olmsted may undertake the necessary repairs and assess the responsible party.
928.14 FEES
The Comprehensive Stormwater Management Plan review, filing, and inspection fee is part of a
complete submittal and is required to be submitted to the City of North Olmsted before the
review process begins. The City Engineer shall establish a fee schedule based upon the actual
estimated cost for providing these services.
928.15 BOND
A.

If a Comprehensive Stormwater Management Plan is required by this regulation, soildisturbing activities shall not be permitted until a cash bond of either 5% of the total
project cost, 120% of the estimated costs of SCMs, or other amount determined by the
City Engineer has been deposited with the City of North Olmsted Finance Department.
This bond shall be posted for the City of North Olmsted to perform the obligations
otherwise to be performed by the owner of the development area as stated in this
regulation and to allow all work to be performed as needed in the event that the applicant
fails to comply with the provisions of this regulation. The stormwater bond will be
returned, less City of North Olmsted administrative fees as detailed in the City of North
Olmsted Codified Ordinances, when the following three criteria are met:
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B.

1.

After 80% of the lots of the project have been complete or 100% of the total
project has been permanently stabilized or three (3) years from the time of
permanent stabilization have passed.

2.

An As-Built Inspection of all stormwater control measures as described in 928.12
is approved by the City Engineer.

3.

An Inspection and Maintenance Plan has been approved by the City of North
Olmsted and Inspection and Maintenance Agreement has been signed by the
developer, the contractor, the City of North Olmsted, and the private owner or
homeowners association who will take long term responsibility for these SCMs, is
accepted by the City of North Olmsted.

Once these criteria are met, the applicant shall be reimbursed all bond monies that were
not used for any part of the project. If all of these criteria are not met after three years of
permanent stabilization of the site, the City of North Olmsted may use the bond monies to
fix any outstanding issues with all stormwater management structures on the site and the
remainder of the bond shall be given to the private lot owner/ homeowners association for
the purpose of long term maintenance of the project.

928.16 INSTALLATION OF WATER QUALITY STORMWATER CONTROL
MEASURES
The applicant may not direct runoff through any water quality structures or portions thereof that
would be degraded by construction site sediment until the entire area tributary to the structure
has reached final stabilization as determined by the City Engineer. This occurs after the
completion of the final grade at the site, after all of the utilities are installed, and the site is
subsequently stabilized with vegetation or other appropriate methods. The developer must
provide documentation acceptable to the City Engineer to demonstrate that the site is completely
stabilized. Upon this proof of compliance, the water quality structure(s) may be completed and
placed into service. Upon completion of installation of these practices, all disturbed areas and/or
exposed soils caused by the installation of these practices must be stabilized within 2 days.
928.17 VIOLATIONS
No person shall violate or cause or knowingly permit to be violated any of the provisions of this
regulation, or fail to comply with any of such provisions or with any lawful requirements of any
public authority made pursuant to this regulation, or knowingly use or cause or permit the use of
any lands in violation of this regulation or in violation of any permit granted under this
regulation.
928.18 APPEALS
Any person aggrieved by any order, requirement, determination, or any other action or inaction
by the City of North Olmsted in relation to this regulation may appeal to an appeals board
consisting of the Environmental Committee of Council, the Service Director, and the Finance
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Director within fourteen (14) calendar days of a written decision of the City Engineer. The
appeals board shall consider all relevant factors and issue a written decision setting forth the
board’s reasons for granting or denying the petition. The decision of the board is the final
decision of the City of North Olmsted on the appeal. Written notice of appeal shall be served on
the City of North Olmsted.
928.99 PENALTY
A.

Any person, firm, entity or corporation; including but not limited to, the owner of the
property, his agents and assigns, occupant, property manager, and any contractor or
subcontractor who violates or fails to comply with any provision of this regulation is
guilty of a misdemeanor of the third degree and shall be fined no more than five hundred
dollars ($500) or imprisoned for no more than sixty (60) days, or both, for each offense.
A separate offense shall be deemed committed each day during or on which a violation or
noncompliance occurs or continues.

B.

The imposition of any other penalties provided herein shall not preclude the City of North
Olmsted instituting an appropriate action or proceeding in a Court of proper jurisdiction
to prevent an unlawful development, or to restrain, correct, or abate a violation, or to
require compliance with the provisions of this regulation or other applicable laws,
ordinances, rules, or regulations, or the orders of the City of North Olmsted.
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CHAPTER 931
Grading and Surface Water Drainage
931.01
931.02
931.03
931.04
931.05
931.06
931.07
931.08

Definitions.
Developer's duty to grade
within a subdivision.
Grade deposits for individual
lots for one- or two-family
dwellings.
Owner's duty to grade
to adjoining lot grade.
Finished grade at sidewalk,
curb, or street, etc.
Drainage protection to
adjoining lots.
Drainage of hard-surfaced
areas.
Water accumulation.

931.09
931.10
931.11
931.12
931.13
931.14
931.15
931.16
931.99

Topographic map required.
Grade deposits for
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931.01 DEFINITIONS.
For the purposes of this chapter, the following terms, phrases, words and their
derivatives shall have the meanings given in this section:
(a)
"Natural grade" means the elevation of the undisturbed surface of the ground
before the start of construction.
(b)
"Finished grade" means the new final elevation of the ground surface.
(c)
"Established grade" means the finished grade as shown on an improvement plan
or grading plan approved by the City Engineer.
(d)
"City Engineer", wherever used, means the Engineer employed by the City and
under the supervision of the Director of Planning and Development.
(Ord. 2013-46. Passed 6-4-13.)
931.02 DEVELOPER'S DUTY TO GRADE WITHIN A SUBDIVISION.
The developer shall submit to the City, at the same time as presenting the improvement
plans, a grading plan of the area to be developed. The developer shall do the grading in
accordance with the plans approved by the City and shall not deviate from that plan except
upon the written permission from the City Engineer, after the City Engineer has obtained
approval of the changes from Council. Upon completion of the work, and with the approval of
the City Engineer, for all changes, the developer shall furnish the City with "as-built" plans of
the improvement. (Ord. 2013-46. Passed 6-4-13.)
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931.03 GRADE DEPOSITS FOR INDIVIDUAL LOTS FOR ONE- OR
TWO-FAMILY DWELLINGS.
Building permits shall not be issued for an individual dwelling or building on an
individual lot for one- or two-family dwellings until the builder has deposited one thousand five
hundred dollars ($1,500) for each lot. No building permit shall be issued for such dwelling or
building on an individual lot unless the lot is served by a dedicated street.
(a)
This deposit shall be used for plan review, the establishing of finished ground
grades, the inspection of all grades to see if they conform to the approved plans;
and if necessary, to perform an "as-built survey" or to grade the site in
accordance with the approved grading plan. Costs shall be calculated on the
basis of the actual time expended at the current hourly rate as established by and
on file in the Engineering Division.
(b)
If the grading account of an individual builder diminishes below fifty percent
(50%) of the required deposit, the builder shall be required to deposit additional
funds to bring his account up to the required deposit. The City Engineer may
issue a stop work order if additional funds are not deposited within seven days
of the notice to make such a deposit. When a builder has completed all work on
a building and final grading has been inspected and approved by the City, the
builder shall be refunded whatever balance may be remaining in his grading
account. (Ord. 2013-46. Passed 6-4-13.)
931.04 OWNER'S DUTY TO GRADE TO ADJOINING LOT GRADE.
When a lot or section of ground is graded, it shall be incumbent upon the owner of such
lot to provide that the lot is graded to the natural grade of the lots adjoining such lot, on both
sides, and to the lot in the rear of such lot and, in such a manner, that surface water does not
drain onto the aforesaid adjoining lots or lands.
(Ord. 2013-46. Passed 6-4-13.)
931.05 FINISHED GRADE AT SIDEWALK, CURB OR STREET, ETC.
When a lot or plat of ground is graded, it shall be graded so as to meet the street line,
curb line, sidewalk or alley, at grade.
(Ord. 2013-46. Passed 6-4-13.)
931.06 DRAINAGE PROTECTION TO ADJOINING LOTS.
When it is found necessary to grade a lot higher or lower finished grade than the natural
grade of adjoining property on the sides and to the rear of such lot, it shall be incumbent upon
the owner of the lot to get permission from the City Engineer to change to a higher or lower
finished grade. It shall be further incumbent upon the owner of the lot to provide suitable
retaining walls or other approved protection on his property to protect the adjacent property
from the draining of surface waters and further to protect the adjacent property from caving of
earth and to assist in the maintaining of the existing natural grade of such adjacent property.
(Ord. 2013-46. Passed 6-4-13.)
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931.07 DRAINAGE OF HARD-SURFACED AREAS.
Whenever the surface of a lot or plat is excavated, filled, graded or hard-surfaced with
impervious material, positive drainage shall be provided so that a nuisance will not be created.
Catch basins properly connected to storm sewers or other approved provisions, such as
underdrains, shall be made where water may pocket to preclude the accumulation of surface
water. Surface water shall not be drained onto adjacent properties not in the same ownership
without written permission from the owner of the adjacent property, and existing natural
ground drainage of the ground area surrounding the lot or plat excavated, filled or graded,
shall not be impeded. (Ord. 2013-46. Passed 6-4-13.)
931.08 WATER ACCUMULATION.
No condition shall be created nor any existing condition maintained whereby there will
be upon any lot or plot excavations, depressions, pits, holes, gullies or similar depressions
which may accumulate and retain surface water and which may become a public hazard or
nuisance. (Ord. 2013-46. Passed 6-4-13.)
931.09 TOPOGRAPHIC MAP REQUIRED.
(a)
No building permit shall be issued until the topographic map for the parcel has
been approved by the City Engineer. The map or plan shall conform to the standards set by
the City Engineer.
(b)
Construction shall conform to the approved topographic map for the lot. No
significant deviation from the approved topographic plan shall be permitted without the
submittal of a revised topographic plan to the City Engineer for his review and approval prior
to construction of the deviation or revision.
(c)
The builder shall submit to the City Engineer written verification that the
purchaser of the lot has reviewed the approved topographic plan for the lot prior to the
issuance of the building permit. In the event that there is no purchase contract at the time the
building permit is issued, the builder shall submit such verification within ten days of the date
of the signing of a contract to build a building on the lot. The verification shall be required to
be submitted any time that the City Engineer requires the submittal of a revised topographic
plan.
(d)
The builder shall submit to the City Engineer an "as-built" topographic plan for
the lot within thirty days of completion of the work, unless the City Engineer grants an
extension due to weather conditions. The City Engineer may also require submittal within
thirty days of notification of the builder of an "as-built" topographic plan for the lot if
construction is not completed but no substantial effort is made by the builder to complete the
construction, in accordance with the approved topographic plan, for a period of not less than
ninety days.
(e)
In the event that a builder does not submit an "as-built" topographic plan for a
lot as required in subsection (d) above, then the City may obtain the services of a registered
surveyor to perform a topographic survey and furnish the City Engineer with an "as-built"
topographic plan of the lot. The cost of such survey and plan shall be deducted from the
moneys deposited by the builder as required by this section.
(Ord. 2013-46. Passed 6-4-13.)
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931.10 GRADE DEPOSITS FOR COMMERCIAL DEVELOPMENTS.
Building permits requiring engineering approval shall not be issued for commercial
(including multi-family housing) developments until the builder has made a deposit in
accordance with the provisions of this section.
(a)
The required deposit shall be the City’s estimated costs for engineering and
inspection time using the rates set forth in subsection (b) below, based on the
size of the commercial development, and calculated by the City Engineer as
follows:
(1)
For developments up to 20,000 square feet (SF) of proposed
structure(s), engineering time of twenty (20) hours + two (2) hours for
every 1,000 SF, and inspection time of twenty (20) hours + five (5)
hours for every 1,000 SF; and
(2)
For developments greater than 20,000 square feet (SF) of proposed
structure(s), engineering time of sixty (60) hours + one (1) hour per
every 1000 SF over 20,000 SF, and inspection time of one hundred
twenty (120) hours + one (1) hour per every 1,000 SF over 20,000 SF.
(b)
This deposit shall be used for plan review, the establishing of finished ground
grades, the inspection of all grades to see if they conform to the approved plans,
and if necessary to perform an "as built" survey or to grade the site in
accordance with the approved grading plan. Costs shall be calculated on the
basis of the actual time expended at the current hourly rates as established by
and on file in the Engineering Division.
(c)
If the grading account of an individual builder diminishes below fifty percent
(50%) of the required deposit, the builder shall be required to deposit additional
funds to bring his account up to the required deposit. The City Engineer may
issue a stop work order if additional funds are not deposited within seven days
of the notice to make such deposit. When a builder has completed all work on a
building and final grading has been inspected and approved by the City, the
builder shall be refunded whatever the remaining balance may be remaining in
his grading account.
(d)
If corrective work ordered by the City Engineer is not done within thirty days
from the time of the sending of written notice by the City, the City may do the
work, and the aforesaid cash deposit shall be applied to the cost of the City
doing the aforesaid grading. Any funds which are in excess of the City's cost of
grading shall be returned to the individual making the deposit as aforesaid; and
further, any deficiency in funds between the deposit and the cost of the City
doing the grading shall become a lien upon the lands and shall be certified to the
Auditor of the County for entering upon the tax duplicate and collection as other
taxes and shall be returned by the Auditor of the County to the City for deposit
in the General Fund of the City. (Ord. 2013-46. Passed 6-4-13.)
931.11 GRADES WHERE NO GRADE PLAN PROVIDED.
When the City Engineer is not provided a grade plan for approval as provided for in
Sections 931.02 through 931.10, the City Engineer shall be charged with the duty of checking
all natural and finished grade lines of all lots, plots or lands located within the municipal
boundaries of the City and shall establish grade lines for all streets, sidewalks, sanitary and
storm sewers and structures of every kind and description. The City Engineer, prior to issuing
any permit pursuant to the provisions of Section 931.12 below, shall, in addition to the permit
provisions of said section, check all natural and finished grade lines of the parcel, lot or land
concerned, and establish and/or approve a grade plan for said parcel, lot or land which is in
conformance with the provisions of this chapter.
(Ord. 2013-46. Passed 6-4-13.)
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931.12 MAINTAINING GRADE LINES ESTABLISHED BY CITY.
(a)
When the City Engineer, under any section of this chapter, has set, finally
determined and/or established the natural and/or finished grade lines of any parcel of real
estate, lot or land within the City, thus providing for the drainage of surface water therefrom,
the owner, occupant or any other person in charge of such premises shall continue to maintain
and adhere to said grade lines of the premises and shall further keep all drains, ditches, swales
or other surface water conductors open and free and clear of any and all obstructions.
(b)
Any builder, contractor, landscaper or owner doing any grading, regrading,
landscaping, sodding or performing any other work affecting drainage of any parcel of land in
the City shall, prior to doing any such work, and in addition to obtaining any other permit
required by this chapter, obtain from the City Engineer a landscaping permit to perform such
work. Such person or persons shall furnish a landscaping plan of the parcel of land upon
which the work is to be performed. The plan shall show all data necessary to determine the
extent and character of the work to be done and its effect upon drainage. Said plan shall also
include landscaping of all areas on the site in which the soil is not already covered with
approved ground cover, buildings or paved areas. Approved ground cover shall mean grass
seeding, sodding or other landscape plants in which the soil is stabilized against erosion into
the City’s drainage system or onto another property. In addition, if no approved grading plan
for said parcel is on file with the Engineering Division, then such person or persons shall also
furnish a grade plan for the parcel of land, prepared and certified by a registered surveyor.
The landscaping permit shall be applied for and obtained prior to the issuance of any
conditional or permanent occupancy permit for the house, building, addition, or other
structure, or part of structure, upon said property for which an occupancy permit is required.
All work shown upon the landscaping plan for which a landscaping permit has been issued
must be completed within six months from the date of issuance of the landscaping permit,
unless an extension of time is granted to the permit holder by the City Engineer based upon
demonstrable hardship.
(c)
As a condition for issuance of a permit for grading, regrading, landscaping,
sodding and other such work affecting drainage of any parcel of land in the City, the person or
persons performing such work shall pay a permit fee of thirty dollars ($30.00) and make a
deposit with the City Engineer in the sum of seventy-five dollars ($75.00) per 10,000 square
feet or fraction thereof of parcel area.
(1)
This deposit shall be used for checking of plans, establishing finished
grades, where necessary, and inspection and/or surveys. Costs shall be
calculated on the basis of the actual time expended at the current hourly
rate as established by and on file in the Engineering Division.
(2)
If work does not conform to the approved plans and the deficiencies are
not corrected within fifteen days after the request by the City Engineer,
the City Engineer shall cause the deficiencies to be corrected as provided
under Section 931.13 and 931.14.
When the work has been completed, inspected and approved by the City Engineer,
whatever balance remaining in the deposit may be refunded.
(Ord. 2013-46. Passed 6-4-13.)
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931.13 FAILURE TO COMPLY.
In the event the owner, occupant or any other person in charge of such premises fails to
comply with the requirements of this chapter, the City may enter upon such premises and
remove any and all obstructions from any drains, ditches, swales, or other surface water
conductors, and regrade the surface of such premises to the finished grade line heretofore
established. (Ord. 2013-46. Passed 6-4-13.)
931.14 NOTICE; CITY CHARGES FOR WORK PERFORMED.
In the event the City deems it necessary to enter such premises to perform the work
described in Section 931.13, the City shall first give written notice by certified mail to the
owner, occupant or other person in charge of such premises, or by posting a copy of the notice
on the premises to comply with the requirements of this chapter within the time specified in
such notice.
In case of failure or refusal of such owner, occupant or other person in charge of such
premises to comply with the notice and the requirements of this chapter, the work required
thereby may be done at the expense of the City. The City shall determine the amount paid for
such work and shall ascertain the description of the property on which the work was done.
The amount paid for such work and the description of the property shall be certified to the
Auditor and shall be entered upon the tax duplicate, become a lien upon such lands from the
date of entry, and shall be collected as other taxes and returned to the City for deposit in the
General Fund. In the alternative, the City may recover the amount of money so expended for
such work from the owner, occupant or other person in charge of the premises before any
court of competent jurisdiction. (Ord. 2013-46. Passed 6-4-13.)
931.15 PRIVATE STORM WATER DRAINAGE SYSTEMS.
Catch basins located on private property and designed to handle surface water shall be
considered an integral part of the drainage system, and all the provisions of the drainage
ordinances shall apply to these catch basins and the pipes which connect them to the storm
sewers.
On single-family residential lots, these catch basins shall consist of twelve inch by four
inch wyes or tees, and their connecting pipe shall meet one of the following specifications:
PVC pipe conforming to ASTM D3033, D3034, or D2729; C-200 vitrified pipe; other rigid
pipe for which written approval has been obtained from the City Engineer.
All catch basins on single-family residential lots shall be designed to handle flow rates
of sixty gallons per minute, or greater, with the water level below the rim of the basin. At the
City's option, these catch basins may be tested for flow capacity. Basins which do not handle
the required flow rate shall be repaired by the builder. (Ord. 2013-46. Passed 6-4-13.)
931.16 STATE AND FEDERAL REQUIREMENTS PREVAIL.
Grading and drainage requirements of state and federal agencies shall prevail when in
conflict, as determined by the City Engineer or Law Director, with local ordinances pertaining
to the grading and drainage of any parcel of land in the City. (Ord. 2013-46. Passed 6-4-13.)
931.99 PENALTY.
Whoever violates any provision of this chapter is guilty of a misdemeanor of the fourth
degree. Each day of violation shall constitute a separate offense.
(Ord. 2013-46. Passed 6-4-13.)
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CHAPTER 933
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Storm sewer connections - see S.U. & P.S. 911.13
Storm water management - see S.U. & P.S. Ch. 927

933.01 PURPOSE AND SCOPE.
The purpose of this Chapter is to provide for the health, safety, and general welfare of
the citizens of the City of North Olmsted through the regulation of illicit discharges to the
municipal separate storm sewer system (MS4). This Chapter establishes methods for
controlling the introduction of pollutants into the MS4 in order to comply with requirements of
the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permit process as required by
the Ohio Environmental Protection Agency (Ohio EPA). The objectives of this Chapter are:
(a)
To prohibit illicit discharges and illegal connections to the MS4.
(b)
To establish legal authority to carry out inspections, monitoring procedures, and
enforcement actions necessary to ensure compliance with this Chapter.
(Ord. 2007-26. Passed 4-3-07.)
933.02 APPLICABILITY.
This Chapter shall apply to all residential, commercial, industrial, or institutional
facilities responsible for discharges to the MS4 and on any lands in the City of North Olmsted,
except for those discharges generated by the activities detailed in Section 933.07 (a)(1) to (a)(3)
of this Chapter. (Ord. 2007-26. Passed 4-3-07.)

2015 Replacement

933.03

STREETS, UTILITIES AND PUBLIC SERVICES CODE

66BB

933.03 DEFINITIONS.
The words and terms used in this Chapter, unless otherwise expressly stated, shall have
the following meaning:
(a)
Best Management Practices (BMPs): means schedules of activities, prohibitions
of practices, general good house keeping practices, pollution prevention and
educational practices, maintenance procedures, and other management practices
to prevent or reduce the discharge of pollutants to storm water. BMPs also
include treatment practices, operating procedures, and practices to control site
runoff, spillage or leaks, sludge or water disposal, or drainage from raw
materials storage.
(b)
Community: means the City of North Olmsted, its designated representatives,
boards, or commissions.
(c)
Environmental Protection Agency or United States Environmental Protection
Agency (USEPA): means the United States Environmental Protection Agency,
including but not limited to the Ohio Environmental Protection Agency (Ohio
EPA), or any duly authorized official of said agency.
(d)
Floatable Material: in general this term means any foreign matter that may float
or remain suspended in the water column, and includes but is not limited to,
plastic, aluminum cans, wood products, bottles, and paper products.
(e)
Hazardous Material: means any material including any substance, waste, or
combination thereof, which because of its quantity, concentration, or physical,
chemical, or infectious characteristics may cause, or significantly contribute to,
a substantial present or potential hazard to human health, safety, property, or the
environment when improperly treated, stored, transported, disposed of, or
otherwise managed.
(f)
Illicit Discharge: as defined at 40 C.F.R. 122.26 (b)(2) means any discharge to
an MS4 that is not composed entirely of storm water, except for those
discharges to an MS4 pursuant to a NPDES permit or noted in Section 933.07
of this Chapter.
(g)
Illegal Connection: means any drain or conveyance, whether on the surface or
subsurface, that allows an illicit discharge to enter the MS4.
(h)
Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System (MS4): as defined at 40 C.F.R. 122.26
(b)(8), municipal separate storm sewer system means a conveyance or system of
conveyances (including roads with drainage systems, municipal streets, catch
basins, curbs, gutters, ditches, man-made channels, or storm drains):
(1)
Owned or operated by a State, city, town, borough, county, parish,
district, municipality, township, county, district, association, or other
public body (created by or pursuant to State law) having jurisdiction over
sewage, industrial wastes, including special districts under State law such
as a sewer district, or similar entity, or an Indian tribe or an authorized
Indian tribal organization, or a designated and approved management
agency under Section 208 of the Clean Water Act that discharges to
waters of the United States;
(2)
Designed or used for collecting or conveying storm water;
(3)
Which is not a combined sewer; and
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(4)

(i)

(j)
(k)
(l)

(m)
(n)

Which is not part of a Publicly Owned Treatment Works (POTW) as
defined at 40 C.F.R. 122.2.
National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Storm Water
Discharge Permit: means a permit issued by the EPA (or by a State under
authority delegated pursuant to 33 USC § 1342(b)) that authorizes the discharge
of pollutants to waters of the United States, whether the permit is applicable on
an individual, group, or general area-wide basis.
Off-Lot Discharging Home Sewage Treatment System: means a system designed
to treat home sewage on-site and discharges treated wastewater effluent off the
property into a storm water or surface water conveyance or system.
Owner/Operator: means any individual, association, organization, partnership,
firm, corporation or other entity recognized by law and acting as either the
owner or on the owner's behalf.
Pollutant: means anything that causes or contributes to pollution. Pollutants may
include, but are not limited to, paints, varnishes, solvents, oil and other
automotive fluids, non-hazardous liquid and solid wastes, yard wastes, refuse,
rubbish, garbage, litter or other discarded or abandoned objects, floatable
materials, pesticides, herbicides, fertilizers, hazardous materials, wastes,
sewage, dissolved and particulate metals, animal wastes, residues that result
from constructing a structure, and noxious or offensive matter of any kind.
Storm Water: any surface flow, runoff, and drainage consisting entirely of water
from any form of natural precipitation, and resulting from such precipitation.
Wastewater: The spent water of a community. From the standpoint of a source,
it may be a combination of the liquid and water-carried wastes from residences,
commercial buildings, industrial plants, and institutions.
(Ord. 2007-26. Passed 4-3-07.)

933.04 DISCLAIMER OF LIABILITY.
Compliance with the provisions of this Chapter shall not relieve any person from
responsibility for damage to any person otherwise imposed by law. The provisions of this
Chapter are promulgated to promote the health, safety, and welfare of the public and are not
designed for the benefit of any individual or for the benefit of any particular parcel of
property. (Ord. 2007-26. Passed 4-3-07.)
933.05 CONFLICTS, SEVERABILITY, NUISANCES AND RESPONSIBILITY.
(a)
Where this Chapter is in conflict with other provisions of law or ordinance, the
most restrictive provisions, as determined by the City of North Olmsted, shall prevail.
(b)
If any clause, section, or provision of this Chapter is declared invalid or
unconstitutional by a court of competent jurisdiction, the validity of the remainder shall not be
affected thereby.
(c)
This Chapter shall not be construed as authorizing any person to maintain a
nuisance on their property, and compliance with the provisions of this Chapter shall not be a
defense in any action to abate such a nuisance.
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(d)
Failure of the City of North Olmsted to observe or recognize hazardous or
unsightly conditions or to recommend corrective measures shall not relieve the site owner from
the responsibility for the condition or damage resulting therefrom, and shall not result in the
City of North Olmsted, its officers, employees, or agents being responsible for any condition
or damage resulting therefrom. (Ord. 2007-26. Passed 4-3-07.)
933.06 RESPONSIBILITY FOR ADMINISTRATION.
The City of North Olmsted shall administer, implement, and enforce the provisions of
this Chapter. The City of North Olmsted may contract with the Cuyahoga County Board of
Health to conduct inspections and monitoring and to assist with enforcement actions.
(Ord. 2007-26. Passed 4-3-07.)
933.07 DISCHARGE AND CONNECTION PROHIBITIONS.
(a)
Prohibition of Illicit Discharges. No person shall discharge, or cause to be
discharged, an illicit discharge into the MS4. The commencement, conduct, or continuance of
any illicit discharge to the MS4 is prohibited except as described below:
(1)
Water line flushing; landscape irrigation; diverted stream flows; rising
ground waters; uncontaminated ground water infiltration;
uncontaminated pumped ground water; discharges from potable water
sources; foundation drains; air conditioning condensate; irrigation water;
springs; water from crawl space pumps; footing drains; lawn watering;
individual residential car washing; flows from riparian habitats and
wetlands; dechlorinated swimming pool discharges; street wash water;
and discharges or flows from fire fighting activities. These discharges
are exempt until such time as they are determined by the City of North
Olmsted to be significant contributors of pollutants to the MS4.
(2)
Discharges specified in writing by the City of North Olmsted as being
necessary to protect public health and safety.
(3)
Discharges from off-lot household sewage treatment systems permitted
by the Cuyahoga County Board of Health for the purpose of discharging
treated sewage effluent in accordance with Ohio Administrative Code
3701-29-02(6) until such time as the Ohio Environmental Protection
Agency issues a NPDES permitting mechanism for residential 1, 2, or 3
family dwellings. These discharges are exempt unless such discharges
are deemed to be creating a public health nuisance by the Cuyahoga
County Board of Health.
In compliance with the City of North Olmsted Storm Water Management
Program, discharges from all off-lot household sewage treatment systems
must either be eliminated or have coverage under an appropriate NPDES
permit issued and approved by the Ohio Environmental Protection
Agency. When such permit coverage is available, discharges from off-lot
discharging household sewage treatment systems will no longer be
exempt from the requirements of this Chapter.
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(b)
Prohibition of Illegal Connections. The construction, use, maintenance, or
continued existence of illegal connections to the MS4 is prohibited.
(1)
This prohibition expressly includes, without limitation, illegal
connections made in the past, regardless of whether the connection was
permissible under law or practices applicable or prevailing at the time of
connection.
(2)
A person is considered to be in violation of this Chapter if the person
connects a line conveying illicit discharges to the MS4, or allows such a
connection to continue.
(Ord. 2007-26. Passed 4-3-07.)
933.08 MONITORING OF ILLICIT DISCHARGES AND ILLEGAL
CONNECTIONS.
(a)
Establishment of an Illicit Discharge and Illegal Connection Monitoring
Program: The City of North Olmsted shall establish a program to detect and eliminate illicit
discharges and illegal connections to the MS4. This program shall include the mapping of the
MS4, including MS4 outfalls and home sewage treatment systems; the routine inspection of
storm water outfalls to the MS4, and the systematic investigation of potential residential,
commercial, industrial, and institutional facilities for the sources of any dry weather flows
found as the result of these inspections.
(b)

Inspection of Residential, Commercial, Industrial, or Institutional Facilities.
(1)
The City of North Olmsted shall be permitted to enter and inspect
facilities subject to this Chapter as often as may be necessary to
determine compliance with this Chapter.
(2)
The City of North Olmsted shall have the right to set up at facilities
subject to this Chapter such devices as are necessary to conduct
monitoring and/or sampling of the facility's storm water discharge, as
determined by the City of North Olmsted.
(3)
The City of North Olmsted shall have the right to require the facility
owner/operator to install monitoring equipment as necessary. This
sampling and monitoring equipment shall be maintained at all times in
safe and proper operating condition by the facility owner/operator at the
owner/operator’s expense. All devices used to measure storm water flow
and quality shall be calibrated by the City of North Olmsted to ensure
their accuracy.
(4)
Any temporary or permanent obstruction to safe and reasonable access to
the facility to be inspected and/or sampled shall be promptly removed by
the facility’s owner/operator at the written or oral request of the City of
North Olmsted and shall not be replaced. The costs of clearing such
access shall be borne by the facility owner/operator.
(5)
Unreasonable delays in allowing the City of North Olmsted access to a
facility subject to this Chapter for the purposes of illicit discharge
inspection is a violation of this Chapter.
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If the City of North Olmsted is refused access to any part of the facility
from which storm water is discharged, and the City of North Olmsted
demonstrates probable cause to believe that there may be a violation of
this Chapter, or that there is a need to inspect and/or sample as part of an
inspection and sampling program designed to verify compliance with this
Chapter or any order issued hereunder, or to protect the public health,
safety, and welfare, the City of North Olmsted may seek issuance of a
search warrant, civil remedies including but not limited to injunctive
relief, and/or criminal remedies from any court of appropriate
jurisdiction.
Any costs associated with these inspections shall be assessed to the
facility owner/operator.
(Ord. 2007-26. Passed 4-3-07.)

933.09 ENFORCEMENT.
(a)
Notice of Violation. When the City of North Olmsted finds that a person has
violated a prohibition or failed to meet a requirement of this Chapter, the City of North
Olmsted may order compliance by written Notice of Violation. Such notice must specify the
violation and shall be hand delivered, and/or sent by registered mail, to the owner/operator of
the facility. Such notice may require the following actions:
(1)
The performance of monitoring, analyses, and reporting;
(2)
The elimination of illicit discharges or illegal connections;
(3)
That violating discharges, practices, or operations cease and desist;
(4)
The abatement or remediation of storm water pollution or contamination
hazards and the restoration of any affected property; or
(5)
The implementation of source control or treatment BMPs.
(b)
If abatement of a violation and/or restoration of affected property is required,
the Notice of Violation shall set forth a deadline within which such remediation or restoration
must be completed. Said Notice shall further advise that, should the facility owner/operator fail
to remediate or restore within the established deadline, a legal action for enforcement may be
initiated.
(c)
Any person receiving a Notice of Violation must meet compliance standards
within the time established in the Notice of Violation.
(d)
Administrative Hearing: If the violation has not been corrected pursuant to the
requirements set forth in the Notice of Violation, the City of North Olmsted shall schedule an
administrative hearing before the Director of Public Service to determine reasons for noncompliance and to determine the next enforcement activity. Notice of the administrative
hearing shall be hand delivered and/or sent registered mail.
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(e)
Injunctive Relief: It shall be unlawful for any owner/operator to violate any
provision or fail to comply with any of the requirements of this Chapter pursuant to Ohio
R.C. 3709.211. If an owner/operator has violated or continues to violate the provisions of this
Chapter, the City of North Olmsted may petition for a preliminary or permanent injunction
restraining the owner/operator from activities that would create further violations or
compelling the owner/operator to perform abatement or remediation of the violation.
(Ord. 2007-26. Passed 4-3-07.)
933.10 REMEDIES NOT EXCLUSIVE.
The remedies listed in this Chapter are not exclusive of any other remedies available
under any applicable federal, state or local law and it is in the discretion of the City of North
Olmsted to seek cumulative remedies.
(Ord. 2007-26. Passed 4-3-07.)
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COMPLAINTS
Written records of complaints or concerns received by or referred to the Engineering
Department about a situation taking place within the City limits.

Purpose
To clearly record information regarding the complaint or concern, and to the best of the
Engineering Department's ability, using available and appropriate means to correct the
situation to the complainant's satisfaction.
Procedure
1. With courtesy to the complainant, clearly and legibly fill in all spaces on a Complaint
Form, as applicable. If the complaint or concern is being received in writing from
another City department, transfer known information to the Complaint Form, keeping
the forwarded documentation as an attachment. The spaces are defined below:
A. Date- Date complaint or concern received
B. Time- Time complaint or concern received
C. Person Taking Complaint- self-explanatory; if the complaint was received in
writing from another City department, list both the individual and department
originally receiving the complaint and the person filling out the Complaint Form
D. Person Placing Complaint- Individual malcing complaint; include company or
group if applicable
E. Address - Address of person (or company) making complaint
F. Phone Number- Phone number of person (or company) malcing complaint
G. Description of Incident/Complaint- Clear, full, legible description of complaint
or concern. Use back of form or additional sheets if necessary.
H. Department Referred to- Use only when referring complaint to another
department (not Engineering).
I. Engineering Inspector (if applicable)- Engineering inspector, engineer, or
other personnel to which the complaint is being referred within the Department.
.T. Disposition/Status of Complaint- Clearly written results of inspection and
determined action taken or to be talcen to correct situation and satisfy complainant, including date determined.
K. Follow-up to Complaint (if applicable)- Additional or final disposition
regarding action talcen or to be taken to correct situation and satisfy complainant
including date determined.

2. Determine which inspector, engineer, other Engineering employee or City department
is best suited to investigate the complaint or concern. Write tllis information in the
appropriate space on the Complaint Form.
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3. Make a copy of the Complaint Form and forward it to the person or department to
which it is referred, giving the original to Tricia. She will then log it in the monthly
complaint report and add the disposition, when known.
4. When the complaint or concern has been investigated and a course of action determined, the investigator shall write the action taken or to be taken in the Disposition/
Status area of the copy of the Complaint Form forwarded to him/her and give the
form to Tricia. If a safety hazard exists, the inspector shall promptly notify the person
responsible to remedy the hazard. In the event the inspector cannot contact the
responsible person or the person does not abate the hazard, the inspector shall notify
other appropriate persons (such as Public Works for barricades) to take action to
protect public safety.

5. The investigator shall make every reasonable effort to speak with the complainant in person or by phone to explain the City's response to the complaint or
concern.
6. The complaint will be considered "active" until such time as the inspector has
verified that any required corrective work has been completed. When that verification
is made, the inspector will notify Tricia with the pertinent information so that she can
"close" the complaint.
The inspector will be provided with a highlighted copy of the monthly complaint list,
showing active complaints assigned to the inspector.
7. At such time the original Complaint Form is completed with the disposition and
related information, and the complaint is recorded in the monthly complaint report,
Tricia will place her initials on the right lower comer of the Complaint Form and
forward the original to the Engineering Student or other assigned personnel.
7. The Student or assigned persom1el receiving the intialed original will print a
Complaint Farm Letter bearing the current date to be mailed to the complainant,
if applicable. This file is found in Microsoft Word, F:/Shared/Eng/Forms/FLetters/Complain. Both of the Engineering Department Secretaries are authorized to
sign for the City Engineer.
8. Three copies including attachments (except copy written on by investigator) will be
made of the original Complaint Form unless otherwise specified. One copy will be
forwarded to the City Engineer, one copy to the Service Director, and the third copy
mailed to the complainant with the form letter. The original Complaint Form, the
copy written on and returned by the investigator and original attachments will be filed
in the appropriate street file.
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