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Zoning Code Update 
Review, audit and update the current zoning code 

Project Nears Completion 
The “Blueprint” presented to the City in November 2015 contained an analysis of the current zoning code and 

recommendations for improvements. With Council’s support for these changes, a steering committee 

comprised of city officials, commission members and business representatives undertook a code overhaul 

involving a rewrite of the Business Districts chapter and rezoning of every commercial property in North 

Olmsted. Other interrelated chapters were also amended, including conditional use requirements, development 

plan approval, zoning administration and enforcement, definitions, parking, lighting and more. 

 

A draft code and map were presented at an open house in September 2016. With public input incorporated, the 

resulting documents were presented to the Planning and Design Commission. The Commission took a deep 

dive into the code language over the course of several meetings. A public hearing date was set and notices 

were mailed to all affected property owners and those within 1,000 feet of areas to be rezoned, more than 

9,000 total notices. Dozens of North Olmsted residents, business owners and property owners attended the 

meeting on February 22, 2017 and many more contacted the Planning and Development Department and their 

elected officials with comments and questions.  

 

Overall, the response to the project has been 

supportive from residents and business 

owners alike. With a positive 

recommendation by the Planning and Design 

Commission, the Zoning Code update will 

proceed through its legislative path with City 

Council, which will commence in late March 

2017. Code updates may take effect as soon 

as June 2017. 

Zoning is perhaps the greatest tool a community has to shape the built environment. 

North Olmsted’s zoning code should be reviewed and updated consistent with the action 

agenda of the 2015 Master Plan and those recommendations from the 2005 Master Plan 

which remain relevant. Updates may range from adjusting standards in a particular 

district to the creation of new zoning classifications. Specific areas to be targeted 

include green space standards and tree preservation, home occupations, mixed use and 

civic spaces, lighting and signage. Commercial districts should be updated considering 

appropriate use, size and scale in relation to context within the community. 
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GO North Olmsted Day 
First annual community improvement day 

Create a day where the community comes together to clean up, beautify and volunteer 

for community projects within the city. 

Spring Cleaning 

Drawing inspiration from the 2015 North 

Olmsted Master Plan, the first-ever GO 

North Olmsted Day was organized in May 

2016 to provide a day for the community to 

come together and make a difference by 

volunteering for community projects within 

the city.  

 

Through a coordinated clean-up effort, a 

team of twenty local Girl Scouts, Cub 

Scouts and North Olmsted High School 

SITES students worked together to give 

North Olmsted's Oxcart Pantry and 

community garden a much needed Spring 

cleaning.  

 

The second annual GO North Olmsted Day 

is being planned for 2017, with the intent to 

grow the event’s scope and impact in each 

subsequent year.  
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Expand current programming to be more attractive to all people (youth, seniors, fami-
lies). Specific facility improvements include construction of a walking path around North 
Olmsted Park. Conduct a resident survey to identify additional programming and facili-

ties expansion opportunities. 

Leveraging Opportunity 

At the end of 2015, the Parks and Recreation Division had just begun a planning project to re-imagine the 

existing Recreation Center. As the project progressed in 2016, a plan for the building and the property began to 

take shape. Through this process, the interrelationship between all of the City’s parks and recreational facilities 

became evident. Staff believed that the wisest course of action would be to expand the Recreation Center 

Master Planning Study to include both North Olmsted Community Park and Barton-Bradley Fields.  

 

By the end of 2016, base mapping was prepared and a vision of the future potential of these parks began to 

emerge. Goals of the project are to ensure that the City offers quality recreational opportunities to all ages and 

abilities, to create a balance between active and passive recreation, and to make sound financial decisions by 

maintenance of existing assets and strategic new investments. 

 

In 2017 the administration will be presenting concept plans for the Recreation Center, North Olmsted Park and 

Barton-Bradley Fields to City Council and to stakeholder groups for feedback. 

A Vision for a Community Park 
Expand programming and facilities at the Park 
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Based on engineering analysis, identify priority areas for storm water management. Iden-
tify parcels and potential implementation partners for storm water management projects. 

Stormwater Infrastructure 
Identify stormwater management projects 

November 2016 Community Update 

In 2016 Mayor Kevin Kennedy’s administration released an overview of projects and initiatives the city has 

undertaken to improve North Olmsted’s drainage system. The overview documents a wide range of both storm 

water and sanitary system projects that, in combination, have reduced instances of flooding in the city after 

major storm events.  

 

Completed projects include upgrades at the Waste Water Treatment Plant; pump station improvements and 

underground storage at Clague and Dover; new sanitary relief sewers along Walter Road and Chapel Hill 

Drive; bioretention at City Hall, North Olmsted Park and Springvale; culvert replacements at Burns Road and 

Windsor Road; and new storm sewer interconnects for relief and equalization in various locations in the city. 

 

Improved storm water management policies, enforcement 

and public education are key strategies in working with 

private property owners. Even small individual property 

improvements benefit the overall system. A policy adopted 

in 2011 resulted in North Olmsted residents pulling an 

estimated 100 permits to install backwater valves at their 

homes. Ongoing ditch inspection, routine maintenance and 

monitoring is also part of the effort. All of the major ditches 

and conveyance channels in the city were inspected at least 

twice in 2016, with maintenance performed as needed. City 

crews are working well ahead of the tasks outlined in their 

five-year improvement plan. 

 

Other capital improvements have been programmed for the near future. Contracts have been awarded for both 

Bradley pump station improvements and drainage improvements at Pine School. The Pine project will add one 

million gallons of storm water storage which will benefit the surrounding residential neighborhoods.  

 

City officials continue to explore options for improving storm water management and sewer infrastructure 

across the community. “Identifying problems and designing solutions to improve our drainage system will 

continue to be a priority of my administration well into the future,” said Mayor Kennedy. 
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Residential Permits Forum 
Create a resident education program 

Create a program to teach strategies for reducing impacts related to rain events to 
residents so that they can have more control over how storm water is controlled on their 

property. 

A New Approach to Resident Outreach 

The Planning and Development Department 

created a new program early in 2017 aimed at 

improving outreach to North Olmsted residents 

who may be contemplating home improvement 

projects in advance of the spring and summer 

construction season. The first Residential Building 

Permit Forum was hosted by city staff in February, 

attended by around 40 residents and contractors.  

 

The City’s Building Commissioner presented 

information regarding the role and function of the 

Building Department, described common types of 

residential projects and required processes, and 

touched on other frequently asked questions. There 

was lively Q&A at the end of the presentation.  

 

The goal of this event was to connect with residents early in the planning process to foster better 

communication and to help make each project a success. Attendees at the forum provided feedback that the 

presentation was informative and helpful. Some gave suggestions for other topics of interest that could be 

covered in the future.  

 

While the forum was geared mainly toward 

building issues, staff proposes to expand the event 

in future years to include a floodplain and 

drainage component presented by the City 

Engineer. This would include a discussion of 

those strategies that residents could consider for 

more effectively managing stormwater on their 

properties. 
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Implementation Matrices 

1. Strengthening Quality of Place 

2. Advancing Prosperity 

3. Improving Housing Choices 

4. Retrofitting Infrastructure 

5. Enhancing Amenities 

Pg 09 

Pg 11 

Pg 13 

Pg 14 

Pg 15 

Key 

Immediate: completed within 12 months 

Short Term: completed within 2-5 years 

Long Term: completed with 6-10 years 

Ongoing: continuously looking for 
ongoing opportunities to implement 

I 

S 

L 

O 

Not yet started 

Research and Evaluation 

In progress 

Completed 

N 

RE 

IP 

C 
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1. Strengthening Quality of Place 
Strong stewardship of land that emphasizes quality design, fosters 
distinct character, and strengthens the cultural and built environment. 
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1. Strengthening Quality of Place, continued 
Strong stewardship of land that emphasizes quality design, fosters 
distinct character, and strengthens the cultural and built environment. 
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2. Advancing Prosperity 
A healthy economy built upon diverse, high quality jobs, which supports 
existing business and attracts new investment. 
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2. Advancing Prosperity, continued 
A healthy economy built upon diverse, high quality jobs, which supports 
existing business and attracts new investment. 
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3. Improving Housing Choices 
Strong neighborhoods with a diversity of housing options meeting the 
needs of residents in all circumstances and stages of life and serving to 
attract new residents to the community. 



North Olmsted Master Plan Annual Report   14 

 

T
im

e
 

F
ra

m
e

 
F

u
n

d
in

g
 

S
o

u
rc

e
 

L
e

a
d

  
C

o
o

rd
in

a
to

r 
A

d
d

it
io

n
a

l 
O

rg
a
n

iz
a
ti

o
n

s
 

S
ta

tu
s
 

a
s
 o

f 
M

a
rc

h
 

2
0
1
7

 

N
o

te
s

 
K

e
y
 R

e
c
o

m
m

e
n

d
a
ti

o
n

 

4
.1

 
C

re
at

e 
a 

S
u

st
ai

n
ab

le
 

In
fr

as
tr

u
ct

u
re

 P
o

li
cy

 

S
ta

n
d

ar
d

s 
G

u
id

eb
o

o
k

 

S
 

C
it

y
 

C
it

y
 (

E
n
g

in
ee

ri
n
g
) 

 
N

 
 

4
.2

 
U

p
d

at
e 

L
an

d
sc

ap
in

g
 

S
ta

n
d

ar
d

s 

S
 

C
it

y
 

C
it

y
 (

F
o

re
st

er
, 

P
la

n
n
in

g
) 

P
la

n
n
in

g
 &

 D
es

ig
n
 

C
o

m
m

is
si

o
n

 

IP
 

C
le

ar
ly

-d
ef

in
ed

 l
a
n
d

sc
ap

in
g
 s

ta
n
d

ar
d

s 
h
av

e 

b
ee

n
 i

n
cl

u
d

ed
 a

s 
p

ar
t 

o
f 

Z
o

n
in

g
 C

o
d

e 

U
p

d
at

e.
 

4
.3

 
L

e
v
er

ag
e 

th
e 

C
it

y
w

id
e 

S
ig

n
al

s 
P

ro
je

ct
 

O
 

C
it

y
 

C
it

y
 (

S
er

v
ic

e,
 I

T
) 

C
it

y
 (

P
la

n
n
in

g
, 

E
co

n
o

m
ic

 

D
ev

el
o

p
m

e
n
t)

 

IP
 

P
h
as

e 
1

 e
n
g
in

ee
ri

n
g
 w

a
s 

fi
n
al

iz
ed

 i
n
 2

0
1

6
; 

b
id

 a
w

ar
d

 i
n
 S

p
ri

n
g
 2

0
1

7
. 
P

h
as

e 
2

 p
la

n
n
in

g
 

w
il

l 
co

m
m

en
ce

 i
n
 2

0
1

7
. 

 

4
.4

 
Id

en
ti

fy
 S

to
rm

 W
at

er
 

M
an

ag
e
m

e
n
t 

P
ro

je
ct

s 

I 
C

it
y

 
C

it
y
 (

E
n
g

in
ee

ri
n
g
, 

S
er

v
ic

e)
 

S
ch

o
o

l 
B

o
ar

d
 

IP
 

C
o

n
tr

ac
ts

 h
a
v
e 

b
ee

n
 a

w
ar

d
ed

 f
o

r 
b

o
th

 

B
ra

d
le

y
 p

u
m

p
 s

ta
ti

o
n
 i

m
p

ro
v
e
m

en
ts

 a
n
d

 

d
ra

in
ag

e 
im

p
ro

v
e
m

e
n
ts

 a
t 

P
in

e 
S

ch
o

o
l.

 T
h
e 

P
in

e 
S

ch
o

o
l 

p
ro

je
ct

 b
eg

an
 i

n
 D

ec
e
m

b
er

 

2
0

1
6

. 

4
.5

 
R

es
ea

rc
h
 t

h
e 

F
ea

si
b

il
it

y
 

o
f 

a 
S

to
rm

 W
at

er
 

In
ce

n
ti

v
e 

P
ro

g
ra

m
 

S
 

C
it

y
, 

G
ra

n
t 

C
it

y
 (

E
n
g

in
ee

ri
n
g
, 

S
er

v
ic

e)
 

C
it

y
 (

F
in

a
n
ce

) 
N

 
 

4
.6

 
C

re
at

e 
a 

R
es

id
e
n
t 

E
d

u
ca

ti
o

n
 P

ro
g
ra

m
 

S
 

C
it

y
, 

G
ra

n
t 

C
it

y
 (

E
n
g

in
ee

ri
n
g
, 

S
er

v
ic

e)
 

 
N

 
P

o
ss

ib
le

 r
o

ll
 o

u
t 

in
 c

o
n
ju

n
ct

io
n
 w

it
h
 

R
es

id
en

ti
al

 P
er

m
it

s 
F

o
ru

m
 i

n
 2

0
1

8
 

4
.7

 
Im

p
le

m
e
n
t 

th
e 

E
n
er

g
y
 

C
o

n
se

rv
at

io
n
 M

a
st

er
 

P
la

n
 

O
 

C
it

y
, 

G
ra

n
t 

C
it

y
 (

S
er

v
ic

e)
 

C
it

y
 (

P
la

n
n
in

g
) 

N
 

E
n
er

g
y
 e

ff
ic

ie
n
c
y
 i

s 
a 

co
n
si

d
er

at
io

n
 i

n
 a

ll
 

b
u
il

d
in

g
 i

m
p

ro
v
e
m

e
n
t 

p
ro

je
ct

s.
 

4
.8

 
A

ss
es

s 
F

ea
si

b
il

it
y
 o

f 

U
p

g
ra

d
es

 o
r 

C
h
an

g
es

 t
o

 

th
e 

B
u
s 

S
er

v
ic

e
 

S
 

C
it

y
 

C
it

y
 (

P
la

n
n
in

g
, 

M
a
y
o

r'
s 

O
ff

ic
e)

 

G
re

at
er

 C
le

v
el

a
n
d

 

R
eg

io
n
al

 T
ra

n
si

t 

A
u
th

o
ri

ty
 

N
 

 

4
.9

 
R

ec
o

n
st

ru
ct

 B
u
tt

er
n

u
t 

R
id

g
e 

R
o

ad
 

S
 

C
it

y
, 

F
ed

er
al

 $
/

G
ra

n
t 

C
it

y
 (

P
la

n
n
in

g
, 

E
n
g
in

ee
ri

n
g
) 

N
O

A
C

A
, 

O
D

O
T

 
R

E
 

C
it

y
 a

p
p

li
ed

 f
o

r 
Is

su
e 

1
 f

u
n
d

in
g
 b

u
t 

w
as

 n
o

t 

su
cc

e
ss

fu
l,

 w
il

l 
in

v
e
st

ig
at

e 
o

th
er

 f
u

n
d

in
g
 

p
o

ss
ib

il
it

ie
s 

in
 2

0
1

7
. 

4. Retrofitting Infrastructure 
Sound investment in sustainable infrastructure networks – 
transportation, utility and public services – that positions the community 
for long term stability and adaptability. 
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5. Enhancing Amenities 
Places, programs and services – valued by residents and appealing to 
visitors – that serve the recreational, cultural, entertainment, social and 
educational needs of the community. 
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5. Enhancing Amenities, continued 
Strong neighborhoods with a diversity of housing options meeting the 
needs of residents in all circumstances and stages of life and serving to 
attract new residents to the community. 


